Ronds Closure Bill.

Commissioner of Railways should have .

the maintenance, management, and
control of Government railways. So the
railway must embrace premises above
and below the surface of any particular
railway and of land reserved in con-
nection with the railway. There would
be no need fur Mr., Loton to alter his
amendment.  As to the objection raised
to-day, that could Dbe met by amending
the title, so as to make it include * other
purposes.”

Hor. G. RANDELL: After the lucid
explanation given by Mr. Moss as to the
legal position, suppose there was a rail-

way strike, would there be any effective

protection of the interests of citizens and
of the railway itself? Persons breaking
the law in snch vases might cause serious
difficnlty.

Tar COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
Police Act of 1892, in the section already
referred to, contained ample provision to
-deal with all classes of traffic that did not
come under the control of the municipal
authority. There was in that Act a code
of what might be called municipal laws
to be applied for the control and managse-
ment of any public roadway where
niunicipal by-laws were not in operation.

Amendment (by the Colonial Secretary)
put and passed.

Farther amendment {(by Mr. Loton)
put and passed.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Schedule :

Hon.
amendment—

That in the paragraph headed  In the City

of Perth,” on page 4, the words * All that
portion of William Street lying between the
southern side of Roe Street and the northern
side of Wellington Street " bhe struck out.
At the last sitting he gave reasons for
this. An overhead railway would at
some time be erocted, to cross William
Street. Meanwhile, it was not desirable
to allow William Street to be blocked by
buildings.

Amendment put and negatived.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved an amendment—

That the following he added under the
heading “In the Town of Popanyinning '’

“ All that portion of a public road, hnunded
by lines starting at a point on the Eastern
gide of the Great Southern Railway Reserve,
situate 14 chains 63 and 2 th links South,
and 4 chains fi2 and ¢, th links East from the
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. to b

J. D. CONNOLLY moved an .
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North-East corner of Popanyinning Town Lof
20, and extendm;, %97 54" 1! chains 22 and v,
links; thence 78% 26’ 5 chains 38 and 3, links;
thenee 118° O 1 chain 57 links; thence 258°
26" 6 chains 70 links ; thence 269" 54’ 11 chains
42 and -}, links; and thence 5° 26’ 1 chain and

3; of & link to the starting point.”

* Amendment pussed, and the schedule
as amended agreed to.

Preamble—agreed to.

Title—amended consequentially on Mr.
Loton’s amendment, by adding the words
*“and for other purposes.”

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMEXT.
The House adjourned at ten minutes
6 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

. degisiatibe Asscmblyp,
Thursday, 14tk December, 19035
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THEe SPEAKER took the Chair at

2-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRrAYERs.

QUESTION—PREMIER’S PRIVATE
SECRETARY.
OTHER EMPLOYMENT,

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier:
Is it a fact that the Private Secretary to
the Premier is, beside his ordinary clerical
duties, engnged as shorthand instructor
at the Railv.ay Institute, Perth, and, if
s0, i1 he in receipl of two saldr:us 4

Tue PREMIER replied: Mr. Kessell,

. 1n his private capaecity, was invited, and,
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Questions.

with Ministerial approval first obtained,
consented to devote four hours weekly of
his private time in the direction referred
to. Mr. Kessell does not receive two
salaries, nor any fees whatever fromn the
railway staff who attend the classes, the
Committee of the Institute slightly recog-
nising hig services. The classes in no
way interfere with the duties of Secretary
to the Premier, and I understand that
the Railway Department has greatly
benefited by the arrangement, previous
efforts baving been unsatisfactory.

QUESTION—TIMBER INQUIRY, HOW
PROCEEDING.

Mer. WALKER (for Mr. A. J. Wilson)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, How
many meetings have the Timber Inquiry
Board held? 2, Have they called any
witnesses 7 3, When do they expect to
report? 4, Would they suggest that the
Arbitration Court award dealing with the
timber industry be leld back pending the

report ?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS
replied: 1, 26. 2, Yes. 3, Early in
January. 4, Yes, if the Arbitration

Court wish to make use of the evidence
the board has collected.

QUESTION--SUNDAY WORK ON MINES.

Mr. BATH asked tbe Minister for
Mines: 1, Has he received notification
that the Inspector of Mines issued a per-
‘mit for the employment of 30 men at the
Boulder Perseverance Mine on Sunday,
8rd Noyember, on work which, it is stated,
was not urgent or necessary as provided
by the Act, 2z, Will he cause inquiries
to he made into the matter with a view
to seeing whether a breach of the Sunday
Observance Act was committed ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes; on Sunday, 3rd Novem-
ber, a permit for the employment of 10
men on each shift on the Boulder Per-
severauce was given by the Inspector of
Mines for the purpose of filling No. 2
stope in order to render it safe. 2, The
practice of the Inspectors of Mines in the
East Coolgardie Goldfields has been to
limit permits granted for Sunday work
to cases of urgent necessity, bul a farther
report will be obtained from the In-
spector.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Stamp Bill,

BILL—FIRST READING.
State Trading Accounts, introduced by
the Minister for Mines.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT,
RECOMMITTAL,

‘On motion by the Prexier, Bill re-
committed for considering amendments;
Mr. IrniNaworTH in the Chair.

Clause 12, Penalty for issuing any un-
stamped bill ¢r note :
The PrEmMier moved an atnendment :

That after “ Colonial Treasurer,” in line 31,
the words “or an officer of the Treasury acting
with his anthority " be inserted.

This clause dealt with the penalty for
issuing an unstamped Dbill. In Sub-
clause 2 it was provided that any un-
stamped or insufficiently stamped bill
might be stamped within a certain period
as the Colonial Treasurer mght allow.
It was desired to insert these words,
otherwise the Treasurer would be the
only person with power to give the
authority. The amendments on the
Notice Paper did mnot alter the prin-
ciples of the Bill, but simply dealt with
its machinery,

Amendment passed

Tuee PREMIER moved an amend-
ment—

That after “payee,” in line 32, the words
“if the Colonial T'reasurer or such officer as
aforesnid is satisfied that the bill or note has,
by accident and without any intent to evade

payment of duty, been written upon paper
not duly stamped ” be inserted.

The object of the amendment was to
protect the revenue from loss and the
individual from any hardshiyp.

Amendment pussed.

On motions by the PrREMIER, the clause
farther amended by striking ocut the
words “ Raceiver of revenne,” in line 34,
and inserting *‘ such officer as a.foresa.id,”
and by inserting after * payee,” in line
36, “and the grouuds on which the appli-
cation is made.”

Clause 14—Power to stamp certain
unstamped bills and notes:

Tue PREMIER moved an amend-
ment—

That, in line 3, the words “ affix the proper
stamp or stamps thereto ” he struck out, and
the words “affix thereto the proper stamp or
atamips which at the time when the bill or note
was drawn or made should have been affixed
thereto” be inserted in lien.
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A hill might have been drawn and passed
to another party before the stamp duty
was altered; and unless we expressly
stated what stamps were to be aflixed to
that bill, the Treasury officer might hold
that it was the stamp duty of the day,
rather than the stamp duty existing at
the time when the bill ought to have
been stamped.

Amendment passed.

New Clause —Penalty on taking un-
stumped bill or promisgsory note:

Tue PREMIER moved that the
following be udded as Clause 13 :—

Any person who takes or receives from any
other person any bill of exchange or promissory
note not dualy stamped, either in payment or
a3 a security, or by purchase or otherwise,
without causing the same to be duly stamped
within twenty-eight days, or such further time
as the Colonial T'reasurer, or ap officer of the
Treasury acting with his authority, shall
permit, after receiving it, shall be liable to a
penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

This was taken from the South Australian
Act word for word. In lund transactions,
a land ugent frequently held bills for
constderable periods. TIn many cases
these bills never passed into a bauk and,
but for this provision, would never bear
stamp duty. It was to avoid the evagion
of the Act the clause was sought to be
inserted. There would be no hardship,
beacanse it was optional with the Treasurer
whether any penalty should be pressed
for or waived.
Question passed, clause added.

New Clause—Limitation of proceedings
for offences :

Tue PREMIER moved that the
following be added as Clause 17:—

A prosecution for any offence against any
of the provisions of the principal Act or of this
Act may be commenced at any time within
two years after the offence was committed.
Under the Justices Act, six months was
the limit of time. Frequently it happened
that bills representing lurge transactions
stretched over longer periods than six
months. Frequently they reached close
on iwo years, but rarely extended over that
period. There might be bills represent-
ing a large transaction extending over
two yeurs, and as these bills might Dbe
uastamped, there would be no penalty
unless the clanse were inserted.

Question passed, clause added,

[14 Decemeer, 1905.]
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BILL—TOTALISATOR DUTY.
SECOND READING,

Resumed. from the 5th December.

Mr. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
manile) : "In speaking on this Bill, I
cannot help prefacing my remarks by
saying that the Premnier was altogether
too sanguine in the amount which he
expects to receive from this tax. 1 notice
the Premier expects £12,000 from this
totalisator duty, but T think when the
Premier considers Lhat the totalisator
business is on a very ditferent footing from
what it was a few years ago he will alter
his opinion. For instance, there is only
one club in the coastal metropolitan area
that now runs a straight-out tote, and
that is in connection with the W.A. Turf
Club, Each of the other proprietary
clubs bave ceased to rnn a straight-out
tote and now run what is termed a placed
tote, in which the money invested is
divided amongst the three placed horses.
By the Premier imposing a tax on total-
isators and allowing the bbokwakers’
fees to go inte the coffers of the clubs
it would be a very easy matter for
three of the four clubs to practically
ceas¢ from operating on the total.
isator.  The totalisator building in
connection with the W.A. Turf Club
i of a very substantial nature, and
has cost u great deal of money, and that
institution puts through so much money
in the year therefore it will not pay them
to cease operations. In connection with
the other clubs, each of the buildings is
of a temporary nature and has cost very
little to erect; the buildings are worth
very little money, so that if the c¢lub can
keep all the bookmakers' fees, which is
far preferable to them, for they are not
proposed to be taxed, it naturally follows
they will not. seek to do business on the
totalisator as they are only running a
pluce totalisator now. This is just what
will happen, and the Premier will receive
less than halt his estimate. It must be
also taken into consideration that there
are only about four clubs which will be
taxed, the W.A. Turf Club, the Kal-
goorlie Club, the Boulder Club, and the
Coolgardie Club. These are the only
race elubs that run a straight-out total-
isater, and I cannot see where Lthe Premier
is to get his £12,000 from, when only

* three clubs can contribute anything worth
Bill reported with farthar amendments. | talking about. It wonld be just as easy
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for the clubs to license bookmakers to
bet place odds, to work on exactly the
same principle as the totalisaior less the
10 per cent. I thihk it is ounly a fair
proposition to expect most of the public
to favour the idea of bookmakers betting
place odds. Supposing you take a
sovereigu to the racecourse, if you -have
ten bets, possibly you may win, but you
must lose at least one pound in com-
mission on the totalisator, therefore a
great many of the public would prefer to
bet with the bookmaker with place odds
thao on the place totalisator, therefore
any action that the clubs take to lessen
their business with the totalisator will be
commended by the public. There are a
good many amendments suggested in this
Bill, and I notice in one place the words:
“ Whereby no fractional part of a shilling
is paid by way of dividend” It has not
come under my notice yet that any
¢lub should be prevented from paying
less than shilling fractions. Should the
dividend be 9s. 7d., there is nothing to
prevent a club paying 9s. 6d. That
would naturally reduce the revenue the
Premier expects to receive. According to
the evidence given before the committee
on horse-racing, some of which was of a
very useful nature, we found that the
Kalgoorlie c¢lub paid the shilling if the
amount exceeded 9d., that is te say, if
the dividend was 9s, 10d. or 9s. 9d., they
would pay 10s., just the same as_they
would pay a pound if the dividend was
19s. 10d. The evidence that will be
before members of the Chamber when
printed will at least allow them to under-
stand that the evidence given was
genuine; therefore we must accept the
evidence, and it is clearly shown thut the
Kalgoorlie club pays the shilling when
the amount approaches the shilling and
is past 9d. This reduces the fractions
the Prewmier wishes to commandeer. We
can ‘almost spend more time in looking
through the amendments proposed than
on the Bill itself. I intend to support
the second veading, Dbelieving that by
the time the Bill is through Committee
it will be unrecognisable. I think, in
view of that fact, it will be almost as
as well for the Premier to do what T
hope he will do with anotber Bill, which
is not exactly a revenne-producing Bill,
either agres to tax the receipts from
bookmakers’ licenses, to make sure of the
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£12,000 he expects to get, or give up the
idea of the paltry amount from the
totalisator. If the Premier does not do
that I hope he will do what I hope will
be done in connection with another Bill
dealing with racecourses—-let the measure
drop. 1 support the Bill, but in Com-
mittee T shall have a great deal to say,
and 1 shall try to upset the measure
entirely. p

M=. H. BROWN (Perth): 1 think
with the member for North Fremantle
that the Bill requires s great deal of
amendment, The very fact of taxing the
totalisator will be simply taxing prac-
tically those clubs that spend the whole
of their profits in beautifying their
courses and giving accommodation to
their patrons, and leaving the proprietary
clubs that put the profits in their packets
without taxation at all. It would be far
better if the Premier requires a revenue-
producing Bill to take a certain per-
centage of the gross revenue of the clubs;
that would be a far more equitable way
of raising revenve than by taxing the
totalisator receipts.

Mr. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie): I
certainly do not think there will be any
possibility of getting the amount of
woney as mentioned in the financial
statement from the totalisator receipts.
I do vot think there is a possibility of
receiving £12,000. I would like to quote
gome figures—and I think they will
form a pretty fair busis to go on—in
reference to the amonnt of money that
passed through the totalisator last year.
The W.A. Turf Club put through £86,000;
the Kalgoorlie Club an amount of
£116,128; Boulder Club about £85,000,
and the Coolgardie Club £12,000. These
four clubs practically put through an
amount of £299,000 odd, whereas the
whole amount of meney that went through
the different totalisators throughout the
State only amounted to about £354,000,
showing that these four clubs put through
practically just about 90 per cent. of the
total amount. On the Notice Paper I
have an amendment by way of protecting
the small clubs by reducing the percent.-
age, or asking the House to agree to a
reduction, which will give the small clubs
an impetus to keep up the game and not
dodge the tax proposed, becanse T believe
if a tax of 2f per cent. is proposed on
totalisator receipts, we shall find not only



Totalisator Duty

the small clubs throughout the State, but
many of the larger ones, dodging the fax
to such an extent that they will not keep
the staff they do now, but will favour the
bookmakers. I way tel! members that
in Coolgardie we found that last year
after paying our staff and the expenses
we made more money out of the book-
makers than out of the totalisator,
showing that a tax of 21 per cent., wereit
adopted, would openly induce the clubs
to dodge the tax and find other means of
procuring revenue at a cheaper rate. 1
think the racing Bills before the House
ought to be discussed together and go
bhand in hand. We are satisfied that
regulations in connection with racing
clubs throughout the State are necessary,
and I think we should go very slow
before passing this Bill as it stands. I
have therefore given these few hints, and
1 intend, should the Bill go into Com-
mittee, to have a little more to say on
the subject. These are my ideas, and I
gay that there is no possible chance of
getting £12,000 revenue from the total-
isators,

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :
I believe the Treasurer said he was going
to derive a great amount of revenue from
this taxation. After hearing the remarks
of those who have just spoken, it appears
they are of opinion that not nearly the
amount the Treasurer expects from this
source will be derived; and other mem-
bers who should be in a position to know
what they are talking about say that
there are means of evading this tax.
If that be the case, I think it would be
better to give this matter a little more
copsideration and go more fully into the
subject, dealing with the bigger question
of betting altogether. I do not know
whether this Bill is brought forward with
the intention of lessening gumbling or
whether it is purely a measure for obtain-
ing revenue. If it is for deriving revenue,
the remarks of members lead me to think
it will prove a failure. Tf it iz to mini-
mise hetting or gambling on racecourses,
T think the advantage possessed by book-
makers will prevent the measure from
being any good in that respect. We
have legalised the totalisator for one
purpose ¢nly, namely, for use on the race-
course ; but if we are going to encourage
this means of deriving revenue the same
facilities should be given in the case of
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cycling and other sports. [MemBER:
Spioning jennies and all that.] The
member for Swao (Mr. Gull) has no
doubt gone about and vsed both, and he
should koow the best means to adopt.
In all probability, when the question of
legulising spinning jennies comes on he
will be able to give some important infor-
mation on the matter. Betting is an
evil which exists in this State, and it
should be taken hold of ; but I maintain
that whilst we have sports, whilst we
have horse.racing and while people will
bet, if we cannot prevent these evils,
the best thing the State can do is
to take the control of them. When
we allow totalisators to be run on
raceconrses, we should, 1 say, allow them
to be run on other sports grounds as well.
And even if we derive a revenue from
them, while we allow bookwmakers to come
in and bet against the totalisator, when
the State is deriving some revenue from
it, the State should tax the bookmakers
by making them take out a license. . Then
they would have a hold over the book-
makers as well as over the totalisator.
At present bookmakers are allowed to go
on the racecourse or other sports grounds,
and they do a considerable amouvnt of
betting ; and unless they are licensed by
the W.A. Turf Club, the public have no
protection, but may be swindled out of
their money and there is no remedy for
them. If we are going to deal with the
question of betting or totalisators, we
had better take the whole subject in hand
and deal with it thoroughly.
makers should be licensed, and if one
does not pay up his liconse should be
cancelled. Then the time would come
when only men of reputable character
would be able to hold beiting licenses;
and we should lessen the evil existing
at the present time. If we have an evil
in our midst—and we regard gambling
ag a great evil—if we cannot do away
with it, we should protect those liable to
suffer in connection with it. The total
amounnt of revenue we are expected to
derive from this totalisator taxation bas
been put down at £12,000. Members,
some of whom have taken great interest
n racing clubs, have said that we shall
not receive anything like half that sum.
They should know what they are talking
about. If this measure is bronght
forward solely for the purpose of deriving

Book- -
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revenue, it is a very poor one for the ' altogether, und the subjects of betting,

parpose. There are several other means
of taxation by which more revenue could
be derived than from this. T am of
opinjon that o tax on the unimproved
vailue of land would have been much
more suitable for the Premier to Lring
forward for the purpese of securing
revenue to carry on the affairs of the
State. Sowe members in speaking on
this Totalisator Bill have said that if
we were to do the same thing as
is done in Tusmania—allow sweeps to
be run in Western Australia—we should
derive some revenue therefrom. Tt is
well known that in Tasmania semething
like £40,000 is derived from sweeps.

When we know that a great deal of money -

is sent away from Western Australia for
gweeps in Tasmania, T think we should
consider the advisability of seeing if we
cannot keep that money in this country.
It would be much better for us to
encourage the people, if they will gamble,
to invest their money in Western Aus-
tralin and pay a large amount towards

therevenue ot this State, instead of sending -

itaway to Tasmania. I would strongly be
in favour of legalising sweeps in Western
Australia. In fact, 1 would go as far as
this, that if the Government did not run
them thewmselves they should have suit-
able officers to supervise the running of
aweeps 1n this State. We knew full well
that in every town and hamlet in Western
Australia, when a sports meeting or
racing contest is coming on, Calcutta
sweeps are run before the event; we see
them advertised and koow all about
them. We know also of other sweeps,
and if these evils—1if they are evils— exist
in this State, we should uphold the law
to its fullest extent, and not trifle with
the matter, or else give thuse people who
will indulge in what may be termed
luxuries an opportunity of enjoying them
in a legal manner. From my own know-
ledge of the totulisator, I approve of the
Government deriving some revenue from
this source; but after what I have heurd
from members who follow racing, 1 say
that if we have this tax carried we are
not going to derive the revenue which the
Treasurer expects from it; the whole
thing will be a failure, and then some-
thing else will have to be considered.
Instead of our rushing into the mattsr,
more time should be given to the guestion

sweeps, and the working of totalisators
should be gone into; also the question
of licenging hookwnakers. At the present
time the measure is not neawrly so
complete as I should like to see it. As
regaards money nnclaimed from the total-
isator, those who have been unfortunate
enough to lose their tickets und can bring
proof to the racing clnbs that they have
done so, have the first claim to the
money due to them. However, after all
claims are settled, if there is any un.
claimed money left, the State should take
it and use it for charitable purposes, and
not allow it to go back to the race clubs.
As to fractions, when a dividend will not
run out to an even sum of money, the
State should take them. I am thoroughly
in favour of a ta® on betting, and I think
23 per cent. little enough for the racing
clubsto pay. If we want to derive revenue
from the totalisator, we should do what
we can to prevent bookmakers from
monopolising  racecourses, and compel
them to register. If we are to encourage
the totalisutor, we should, T say, extend
it to other meetings as well as race
meetings, and then the amount of money
which the Treasurer expects to obtain
will be received. I intend tosupport the
second reading, and to go fully into the
matter in Committee.

Mr., G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
The Premier pointed ouk very clearly in
his speech for the second reading of this
measure that it was purely a revenue-
producing Bill, hut I, in commoen with
some members, have doubt as to the
amount of revenue he will receive from
these totalisators. I huve listened to
members who have taken a keener
interest in the details of racing than I
have, especially members of this Chamber
who have from time to time been on the
committees of race clubs in their varions
centres. Members speaking with that
experience should have some weight. I
do not claint to have any of that expert-
ence. While I have no desire to oppose
the second reading, Icannot help noticing
that members have pointed out repeatedly
during their speeches that this Bill will
practically affect the racing clubs in Perth,
who spend their money in beautifying
their lands; also Kalgoorlie. Whilst
the beaulifying of the race grounds at
Perth is purely for the people when they
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go to the racecourse to see the events, on
the goldfields it is generally understood
—aud 1 think members representing
those districts will bear me out—that
while these clubs beautify their race-
courses they are beautifying what prac-
tically ure parks open at all times to the
public except when used for racing pur-
poses. I am informed by interjection by
the Member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan)
that they are the only parks about Kal.
goorlie, That being so0, some considera-
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tion should perbaps be given to clubs -

who utilise their funds in that direction,
in the interest of waking their race-
eourses pleasure spots at times other than
wheu people pay to go through the gates
to witness a race meeting. I would like
to know whether the Treasurer has gone
into the matter of how the Bill will uffect
the small macing clubs in the back
country; or, I may not say the back
country, but places outside the metro-
politan centres on the coast and the
goldfields — Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and
Coolgardie on the goldfields, and Perth
on the coast. It is well known to mem-
bers that everv small town throughout
the State, whether in the mining centres
or the agricultural areas or the pastoral
distriets, has its race c¢lub. If this
measure will in any way place in the
hands of the bookmakers the whole of
the betting in a number of these small
places, I shall feel disposed when the

Bill is in Committee to try and
alter it in that particular. Some mem-
bers to whom I have spoken say

that this Bill will practically kill the
totalisators in small clubs. As I have
poiated out, I have had po experience of
the details of racing-club management;
but members who have bad some experi-
ence of that sort inform me that such
will be the effect of the Bill. If the

Treasurer has cousidered that aspect of -

the question, I shall be glad if when he
replies he gives me some information. I
also recognise the Treasurer's need of
revenue; but I am sorry that he has not
made provigion to raise revenue from
other sources than totalisators. I notice
that the bookmaking element in this, as
in most Australian States, is very strong;
and the Bill does not affect the book-
maker. I find that the W.AT.C. has
power to register bookmakers to ply their
calling on the racecourse.  Why not try

—

Ing.

447

Bill, second reading.

in this Bill to tax the bookmaker—not
directly, but to {ax the registration fee
which he pays to the elub 7 T think that
the Treasurer could use with jost as good
effect some portion of bookmnakers’ fees
as le could a portion of the revenue
derived from the totalisator. The pay-
went of bookmakers' fees is customary
in all racing clubs. I do not desire to
assist any measure that will put the race-
going public more completely in the
bands of the bockmaker than they are
now. I feel confident, as an Australian,
that the spirit of betting on raceconrses—
the Australian desire to see a horse at
its very hest—is very strong ; and it is no
use for this or any other Parliament
to try by legislution to stifle that feel-
i I have no intention of advocating
that. T look on racing as in itself a
healthy and innocent sport. But the
elements which close round the barrier as
it rises, have generally an evil tendency
on the people who witness the race. We
should not by legislation prevent the
public from making their own odds on
the race. The totalisator gives the
public an opportunity of waking any
horse they choose the favourite; but
betting with bookmakers sericusly hinders
the public from making such a choice. I
do not know whether it is a virtue or a
crime in me not to make bets on race-
conrses. When on the coast T have
always gone to the mcing carpival once a
year at least. Some people tell me that
unless one makes a bet, one leses all
interest in the race. That ig not so with
me. 1| am gratified just as bighly by
watching horses racing, without my
having a shilliag “on,” as T should he
were I to bet. I have never betted; so
perhaps 1 cannot say whether betting
would add to my interest in the race.
Mr.

Harpwick: Perhaps your
modesty prevenfs you from telling.
Mzr. TAYLOR: My modesty is

apparent in every phase of my life, as the
Lion. mewnber interjecting knows full well ;
but I notice that while a race is in »ro-
gress, my friends and the general public
who have mouney on the race, seem to be
more agitated and excited than I, if the
horse which is not carrying their money
passes the post first.  There is generally
on their faces a look of dissatisfaction;
and the measure of their enjoyment of a
race meeting is invariably determined by
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whether they win or lose. If they have
lost, the meeting was no good ; but if they
have wou, it was a really good meeting.

Mg. Bovrown: Why, yon are quite an
old hand.

Me. TAYLOR: I have
more than once to the bon. member,
after he has returned from the
racecourse, and have often heard his
observations when the horse ecarrying
his silver did not pass the post first.
The bookmaker invariably makes the
favourite; and it is alleged by those who
follow racing—not by the public who
never have a horse stripped on the course,
but by men who own horses, by trainers, by
breeders—that the bookmaker generally
meagures the strength of the arms of the
jockey. If that be so, something should
be done to diminish the power of those
gentlemen.

Mr. Moneer: They do not possess
such power.

M=z. TAYLOR : The member for York,
who is an authority, says they do not
possess that power. I will accept that
as an authoritative stalement; but I
know from what I have seecn on race-
courses in most States of the Common-
wealth, that the opiniont I have voiced is
the generally accepted opinion of owners,
trainers, and breeders of race horses—
that the bookmaker generally measures
the strength of the arms of the jockey.
The hon. member says that bockmakers
do not possess that power. Quite recently
in this State the W.A T.C. disqualified a
bookmaker for tampering with a jockey
in order to get a lorse pulled. ]
witnessed the race in question ; and any-
one who knew anything about w horse or
about the condition of a horse when fit
to do his best in a long or a short race,
would have been perfectly satisfied, as I
wag, that the horse was not on his mettle.

Me. Borrow: You must have had a
little < on ”

Mz. TAYLOR : I had nothing “ on.”
Through having nothing on, I was able to
judge tmpartially. It is generally those
who have money on who are so excited
and agitated by fheir strong desire to win,
that their judgment and their observation
of the race are blinded from start to finish.
It is idle to interject that hookmakers
do not possess the power I have men-
tioned. I have cited one case which
happened only recently, since T last re-

listened
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turned to Perth; and there is no doubti
about the facts. I say that the totalisa-
tor does not possess that power; and
though T am not a great authovity, I
believe that if we wish to purify racing
the most efficient means of so doing is by
preventing bookmaking, and substitnting
for it the totalisator. I may be wrong,
but I am giving the House wy experience
gained through watching racing—not
very often, for I am not a frequent
follower of racing, but I generally go to
the racing carnival in any place where I
am living, not only with the object of
geeing the race, but of witnessing the
perfection of the herses, and of seeing the
concourse of people, and perhaps, as the
member for Forrest interjects, of seeing
the JadieS. Well, any man who has an
eye for beauty, or any taste at all, cannot
help admiring the ladies on cup day in
any of the metropolitan centres in the
Commonwealth.
Mz. Harpwick: We are unanimous
on that point.
"Mz TAYLOR: It is as well to be
unanimous on some point. I say that
while racecourse gatherings have the
effect perhaps of showing various sec-
tions of our community at their best, I
believe that can be done wilhout injury
to the publicif the totalisator be used
exclusively, and the bookmaking element
abolished. I know that there is a num-
ber of people closely connected with
bookmakers and with the game. Those
people will not be pleased to hear this
observation ; but since T have been &
member of Parliament, when taking part
in any debate or discussion in this House,
I have always given my opinions, what-
ever they may be, irréspective of whom
they hurt or whom they please. What I
bave said on this subject is the result of
an experience covering something like 30
years of racing in the Commonwealth, at
small country meetings and at big metro-
politan meetings; and if there is any
1tention on the part of the Government
to deal with the betting evil, T cominend
my remarks to their notice. I readily
recognise that there is no time during
1 this session to deal comprehensively with
any legislution before the House. As
far back as 1894 the Parliament of this
country saw the need for inserling in the
l Police Act a section to prevent betting
and gambling. That section sets forth

v
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the penalties for those offences— Section 2
of the Police Act, 1892, assented to on the
25rd November, 1894.

Mgr. Borrow : It is a dead letter.

Mr. TAYLOR: Tt may be dead in the
sense intended by the hon. member, but
it has not been repealed. The section is
as follows :—

Every person betting or offering to bet by
way of wagering or gaming on sny racecourse
or any other public place, or in any place to
which the public are or shall be permitted to
have access, whether on payment of money or
otherwise, shall be liable on convietion to a
penalty of not lees than forty shillings nor
more than one hundred pounds, and for the
second offence shall be deemed a vogue and
vagabond within the truc intent snd meaning
of the Police Aect of 1882, and as such may be
convicted and punished under the provisions
of this Act,

I am sure there ure members in this
Chamber who were present when that
Bill became law. Tt was then by the
legislature considered wise to put on the
statute book a stringent law 1o prevent
gaming.
privileges have been granted to race elubs
under the Totalisator Act, which do ot
bring totalisator transactions under that
section of the Pulice Act. My aoxiety
concerning the Bill now before the House

is that it shall not affect the small race

clubs by the imposition cf a tax that
will prevent the operation of the totalisa-
tor und so widen the area for the book-
maker. 1 may point cut thaf races in
outlying distriets are subjected to a class
of bookmaker that would not in many
instances be favourably received in larger
centres. We often have cases of men
who, I think, are called welshers, those
who do not meet their Labilities at the
close of the day’s sport. I desire to
see that these ovtlying places do not
suffer by the passage of t.hls Bill, though
I have every desire to help the Treasurer
to pass the weasure for revenue purposes.
T am cnly sorry that the Grovernment
have not seen fit to bring in more taxa.
tion proposals. T support the second
reading,

Me. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): Tt is
my intention to support the second read-
ing, and T desire to give my reasons ; but
at the same time, I want to make it clea.r
at the outset that T am not strictly in
accord with all the propnsals of the
measure. 1 believe that a tax on the

P
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takings of a totalisator is just, and that
it is # method of raising revenue from a
source where, probubly, it will be w light
burden.

Me. A. J. Wirson: Will you support
an amendment to read the Bill this day
three months ?

Mr. SCADDAN : I distinctly stated
that I intended to suppoert the second
reading. If the hon. member has sufficient
following in this House to support bhim,
I shall probably have another opportunity
of dealing with the measuwre later on.
This Bill affects the Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der districts to a greater extent than any
other district. The tax is a just one;
Lut if the Treasurer is tu dire need of
revenne, he shounld have attempted to
raise it from other sources. The Gov-
ernment have sufficient following to carry
a tax on unimproved land values. Be-
cause it is a necessary tax, and because
the Budget Speech showed that there is

. to be a large deficit, the Premier might
. have used his majority in the direction of

imposing a tax on land values this ses.
sion. The portion of this Bill to which
I take the greatest exception is Clause 3,
by which the monevs ruised from this
tax are to be paid ilnto Consclidated
Revenue and used for all purposes
thronghout the State. As this money is
really local money, T think it would be
advisable for the Premier to reconsider
the matter and see whether it is not
advisable to allot the revenue in the dis-
tricts in which it is raised. The Kal-
. goorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs who
. will buar the greatest burden of thia tar,

have a considerable expenditure every

year in the upkeep of their racecourses;

and we are all aware that these are really

public parks for. the goldfields. No

Government bas done anything so far in

the way of beautifying parks on the gold-
. fields. The matter has been left entirely

{ to the race ¢lubs; and now that the clubs

have made an eﬂfort. to do it, the Govern-
ment wish tp restrict their hands by
endeavouring to ruise a tax on totalisator
dividends, and by taking away the frac-
tions and unpaid dividends as well
This is going too far and killing the goose
that lays the golden egg. The annual
upkeep of these racecourses at Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder is considerable. There
is a considerable amount of wmoney
| paid to the Government for the water
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used in keeping the lawns in order and
in Leautifying the racecourse generally.
If this money is to be taken from the clubs
to the extent the Premier proposes theve
will be little left to them, and the result
will be that the clubs will need to close
down the totalisator, which they will do,
and encourage the bookmaker.

Tre Premier: Then we will deal with
the bookmaker later on.

Mz. SCADDAN : Deal with him now.
He has had a fairly good harvest in
Western Australia. T agree with the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Eddy) that
the just way of raising revenue from
race clubs and the people who frequent
racecourses would be to impose a tax on
the gross revenue of the race clubs from
all sources. It might not affect the
bookmaker, but the tendency would not
be to encourage the bookmaker to the
detriment of the totalisator. The
favourite method of gambling is on the
totalisator. People think they get a fair
deal there, which they think they do not
get from the bookwmaker. Persomally I
do little or no gambling. I do not think
I have had wore than threg hets in
Western Australia; but if the people
will bet, we should assist them to bet in

the best direction where they can get the

fairest deal; and that, I think, is through
the totalisator. I urge the expeudlt.ure
of the money raised by this tax in the
lacalities where it is vaised. T find, on
referring to the Estimates, that the
Government intend to spend more money
than previous Governments in the direc-
tion of beautifying the parks round
Perth, and that the total amount of money
likely to be raised from the totalisator tax
will be expended in this direction, I
find that the upkeep of gardems in
Government House domain is going to
cost nearly £3,000. There is to be a
Perth Bxhibition, and the Qovernment
“are giving them £3,600 of this taxa-
tion on totalisators. The Zoolougical
Gardens are to get an increase of £400;
and on the public library there is to be
spent £4,000, and on the museum £4.500,
and to the caves and King's Park and
similar institutions in and around Perth

the Government are going to deal ont.

asgistance most liberally. I say that the
places where the money is raigsed by the
totalisator tax have a claim on the
Grovernment in the direction of beautify-
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ing their parks. We should assist the
people in out-back places to get some
enjoyment in their spare moments.
Hundreds of people visit the racecourses
al Kalgoorlie and Boulder every Sunday
and on the Wednesday afternoon holiday.
They are the only places where the people
of these citiea can go to get a little fresh
air and something that pleases the eye.
We should give every consideration to
these goldfields race clubs, and should
not be harsh on them. T ani satisfidd
that the Premier will not press the
matter of unpaid dividends and fructions,
Probably he will agree with the member
for Coolgardie to put & tax on the gross
takings, I Dbelieve he will vaise more
money by that means, and the money
would then come from all'sources, instead
of from the totalisator alone, I have
stated publicly that I believed a tax on
totalisators to be a good tax ; but, at the
same time, I said I was not agreeable to
the tax unless the bookmaker paid hig
share of it. The race clubs raise a con-
siderable amount of money every year
from bookmakers. There must be fifty
or sixty bookmakers on the Perth course
at Cup time, and from each bookmaker
the club receives £75. We can see,
therefore, that the club receives from
bookmakers almost as much as the profit
derived from the totalisator. It is nofair
that the bookmakers should not pay
something to the revenue, as well as
the other form of gambling. I shall
support the member for Coolgardie in
his amendment, and I hope there will be
a sufﬁdent majority in the House to
carr

MR A J. WILSON (Forrest) : I desire
to say a few words on this measure. My
idea is that the whole thing should be sns-
pended and postponed until such time ag
the Government are sufliciently wise upon
the matter to deal with it in a thoroughly
efficient and competent manner. It is
about time we stopped this tinkering with
reform in this matter. [ do not think
there is any doubt but that totalisator
receipts should contribute to the public
revenue, but it is not the only portion of
the horseracing business that, should
contribute something. In the circum.
stances, I do not think the House should
be called upon to legislate on a matier
of this kind, or to deal with a matter of
such serious importance, and to deal with

~
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only oue aspect of it, and that by no
means the most objectionable aspect. It
must be borne iu mind that there are
certain costs in connection with the run.
ning of totalisators which the House is
entitled to take into consideration before
we propose a tax that will have the effect
of farther exhausting the profits in con-
nection with totalisetors. Let me take,
for instance, the position of the W.A,
Turf Club during the last twelve months,
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" thing over £2,100. And if in addition

in a period covering twelve racing days.

We find that the total amount passing
through the totalisutor for the four days’
annual meeting, 1904.5, was £71,035,
the comnission at 10 per cent. being
£7,103 10s., the fractious wmounting to
£1,107 3s., and the unpaid dividends to
£121 bs., while the wages in connection
with the totalisator amounted to £350
15s. 6d., and the cost of printing tickets
and other incidentals to £354 3s. 3d.
In addition to this expense, £6,000 has
been expended in connection with the
buildings found npecessary in accordance
with the desires of public cunvenience
for the purpose of carrving on this
purticular business; and I think it is
only fair that we should add a per-

centage for depreciation of plant to

the ordinary working expenses. If we
take the February meeting, we find that
the amount invested wus £2,840, the
fructions being £52 13s. and the un-
claimed  dividends 19s., while
wages cost of workiug the totalisator
amounted to £41 1s. 6d., and the cost
of printing tickets to £13 18s. 14.
Taking the whole twelve months, we find
the sum of £90,365 55. was invested on
the tote, the commission on which was
£9,036 13s. 6d. The fractions for the
whole of that year ouly amounted to

the

£1,507 14s. 6d. and the unclaimed divi-

dends for the same perind amounted to
£156 8d., whilst the cost of wages and
printing tickets amounted during the
same period to £1,855 Bs. 4d. If we

allow for depreciation 5 per cent. on the

capital cost of the tote building, and

without making provision for interest on .

the money, we can put it down at £300,
that is a fair depreciation rate for the
12 months and will give 20 years’ life to
the building and plant, therefore the cost
of running the same is equivalent to the
coutmission, fractions and unclaimed
dividends, and would pan out at some-

to this it is proposed to take an addi-
tivnal tax of 2% per cent. on the gross
receipts and to confiscate the fractions and
unclaimed dividends, I am afraid it will
be creating an inducement on the part of
racing clubs to discountenance the use of
the totalisator machine. Another con-
sideration is of value in this matter, and
that is whether we are really within our
constitntional rights in saying that if
a person does mot bappen to claim
something that Delongs to him within
14 days after it becomes due, the Bill
should confiscate his right and title to
that interest. That is a most impor-
tant aspect of the guestion, dealing with
the appropriation of fractions. Are we
going to sit here quietly and ealmly and
say that if certain people will not claim
something which belongs to them within
14 days we are going to confiscate their
right to that sum. I recognise, as every-
one must recognise who has made any
investigation or study of this matter,
that the imposition of the tax as pro-
posed by the Bill will fall almost
exclusively upon four non-proprietary
clubs. The tax, in a very remote
degree, will tax a class of racing,
clubs which in my opinion is absolutely
the most obnoxious feature in the whole
business. T can never bring myself to
agree to the sentiment fhat horseracing
which does not exist primarily to improve
the breed of horses and secondly for the
purpose of providing legitimate sport for
the public should be placed in the hands
of private mongering companies to be
rur for their own personal profit and
gain. It seems to me that if this class
of business is to be associatad in the
proprietary concerns it will have a
tendency to destroy the very interest
for which this particular sport ought to
exist if it exists at all. One has only
to consider the improvement that has
taken place on the proprietary courses.
Let us take the Belmont Park race-course
or what was formerly termed and used
to be known as ‘“ rookery park " before it
received a license from the W.A. Turf
Club. We find a company was floated
and registered with a considerable num-
ber of shares, of which every share except
seven was held by one man, and these
seven shares were held by individual
members of that man’s farmily and rela.
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tions. Tf we look at the amount of im-
provement, and if we have regard to the
amount of money which must necessarily
be made by the gentleman conducting
that particular racecourse, aud if we take
o consideration the amount of improve-
ment carried out on that racecourse for
the public convenience, we can only come
to the conclusion that the business exists
for the sole profit and gain of the par-
ticular proprietor in that instance, and
does not exist for the purpose of catering
for the public convenlence or providing
for the improved breed of horses. What
applies in regard to that particular club
applies in a similar manner to other
registered proprietary clubs, such as
the Helena Vale Race Club and the
Canning Park Race Club. It way be
urged by those interested that these
two clubs have not had a very large
return for their money, but if one has
regard to the fact that there is an inereas-
ing population being centred in the
metropolitan area the opportunities for
making a profitable business are being
increased rather than otherwise. One
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ference to the totalisator, instead of the
totalisator being in the bands of pro-

. prietary or non-proprietary clubs, the

can only come to the comelusion that
_ administered the affairs of the club and

whilst these clubs may, up to the present,
not have had a profitable business, the
indications now are quite to the contrary,
and that they ave likely to develop into
profitable institutions in the near future.
In my opinion the class of racing clubs
that require to be dealt with are the
proprietary and unregistered racing clubs,
and the purpose of this Bill so far as
these elubs are concerned will be entirely
null and void. Because we know, as
evervbody knows who has any knowledge
ahout the institution at all, that the
totalisator at Helena Vale and Belmont
Park is practically non-existent. It does
not exist at all so far as straight-out
betting is concerned, and as far as place
betting is concerned the investment is
nothing at all. No objection can he
raised by proprietary clubs to a tax of
this nature, and some may even suggest
tbat 2 higher tax be placed on the
totalisator, for it is convenient for pro-
prietary institutions to suggest that the
totalisator should be taxed whem it has
no bearing on them. Unregistered clubs
escape entirely because they are unable
to secure a license from the W.A. Turt
Club. My own idea of this business is
that if we are to pass legislation in re.

machine should be a Government institu-
tion, and the cost of running and the ex-
penses in conueciton therewith should be
borne Ly the Government, and the whole
of the profits made from the machine
should pass into the Consolidated Re-
venue for purposes which may be defined
by Parliament. T do not think the
receipts should in any case pass into the
public revenue to be applied to the
ordinary avennes of expenditure, but they
ought to be applied for administering
relief and to the purpose of augmenting
the funds of charitable institutions. I
think, as I was about to remark when the
member for Kanowna interjected, the
receipts ought to be mude the nucleus of
a fund for establishing pensions for the
aged poor in the State. S> far as the
W.A. Turf Club is concerned, anyone
who has had an opportunity of seeing the
improvements that the commitiee have
made on their course can have no words
other than that of a most congratulatory
nature for the munner in which they have

particularly in vegard to the way in which
they have expended whatever profits they
have made at meetings for the purpose of
providing for the convenience and attend-
ing bo the convenience of the public who
attend the meetings. If we are going to
tax the race clubs in this way, it seems
more especially in conpection with gold.
field clubs, the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
clubs, that we shall be robbing these
clubs of funds which at the present time
they are pleased to devote to the public
goud and the public convenience. Take
the Kalgoorlie Club: we find that the
Kalgoorlie racecourse is regarded as one
of the show places of the district. It is
kept up all the year round as a pablic
park. Theve are nine men permanently
employed there and their wages amount
to £1,700. Large numbers of people, we
are told, go every dav to the place. The
racecourse is open at any time and it is
largely used as a pienic place for both
private and school picnics. The tramway
runs right into the ground and the com-
ittee have never refused an application
for the use of the ground for picnics,
School children when they have competi-
tions go there and the course has been
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2 magnificent object lesson of what can | a sum of money, to saddle themselves

be dope with water. This is an im-
portant feature especially in connection
with the water supply on the goldfields,
There is uo doubt about the way in which
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Rucing Clubs
have taken advantage of the money which
has been made available and how ther have
demonstrated conclusively to the public
what can be dope with a copious supply of
water from the Coolgardie Water Scheme.
There is no doubt about it, that what the
people want is a practical object lesson of
what the soil is capable of producing in
the locality. ‘They mno doubt will be
spurred on to emulate the magnificent
example set by the racing clubs on the
goldfields. For instance, the Kalgoorlhe
club during last November used 900,000
gallons of water, for which they paid £180.
Provision is being made, as it always has
been made, and, as many members know
who have had the pleasure of visiting the
goldfields, that when any important dis-
tinguished visitor comes here, after being
shown round the mines on the fields that
visitor is handed over to the tender
mercies of the Kalgoorlie Racing Club,
and is shown over a place that is one of
the most picturesque spots in West
Australia. When we find these clubs
doing so much good for the public
and for the public well-being with the
funds that come in their hands in con-
sequence of the meetings and from the
running of the totalisator, is it wise for
us to step in and say we will penalise you
and take from you some portion of the
money which otherwise in the ordinary
course of events you are possessed of,
making this magnificent improvement
which you have done in the past. The
Kalgoorlie club is perhaps the most
fortunate of all the principal racing clubs
in the State, because it happens certainly
to have done well, and its committee
have always adopted the wisest policy in
regard to the administration of receipts
whick have come their way from time to
time. And at the present time we find
it with a magnificent pile of buildings, a
magnificent course, and a really may-
nificent public park; the whole thing
practically in the hands of the peopleand
entirely free from debt. In the case of
the Boulder Racing Club, they are
scarcely in so fortunmate a position, for
they find thewselves called on to borrow

|
|

with a DLability of approximately £5,000
for the purpose of farther catering for
the public convenience; and in the cir-
cumstances they are necessarily and
natarally entitled to rely upon the
possibility of getting a respectable
revenue from the meetings to be held
almost immediately in the ordinary course
of events. Relying upon that and the
possibility of a certain return, they have
nvolved themselves in an expenditure
and liability which may considerably
interfere with them if they are called
upon to pay 2% per cent. from their gross
totalisator reccipts, and to hand over-the
fractions and dividends from the same
source. If we come closer home to the
W.A. Turf Club [Mr. WarLker: What
about Kanowna ?] The House would be
delighted to have the pleasure of listen-
ing to what the hon. member could
tell us about the course at Kanowna.
I believe I had the pleasure of
seeing that course once, but I never
desire to see the same course again,
(Interjection.) I was not backing dead
cnes or live ones either, but I was
go overwhelmed with dust that I
was glad to pet away and utilise the
Coolgardie Water Scheme as soonas I got
to Kalgoorlie. TIn connection with the
W.A. Turf Club, we find that they have
recently involved themselves in a liability
in ¢onnection with the added improve-
ments. They have erected a magnificent
grandstand ut u cost of tens of thousauds
of pounds, which has landed them in a
liability of over £20,000. This measure
is something which could not possibly
have been anticipated when the plans
were prepared for that particular expen-
diture. [ do mot think my friend, the
Colonial Treasurer, dreamt 2% vears ago
of introducing a measure of this nature.
The probabilities are that in those days
he was more imbued with the much
greater advantage of a tax upon the un-
mproved land values, but now he seems
to have cast all those things to the winds,
income tax, and unimproved land values
tax, and he asks the House to assist bimn
to angment his revenue by dalbling in
pettyfogging measures like this. T say
they could not possibly have anticipated
a Bill of this.nature, and consequently
the statement made by the Premier in
introducing this measure is one that can
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scarcely lie, as fur as that club is con-
,cerned. T think he gave the House to
understand that people had had plenty of
notice about the possibility of this
measure coming, and that it was intro-
duced in a prior Parliument and had
been talked about for some little time.
When the W.A. Turf Club incurred the
liability two years ago, they could not
have had any idea of the possibility of the
introduction of a measurelike this, which
would have the effect of interfering with
their pockets, and I think that the claim
suggested by the member for York in
this connection is well worthy of the
serious consideration of the House before
this measure is put through its final
stages. The proposal is that this Bill
shall not take effect until after, I think,
the 10th January., Of course we can
scarcely expect the Colonial Treasurer to
fall in with such a desirable proposition
as that, I know he seeks to get pro-
ceeds up to the 30th June amounting to
no less a sum than £12,000 as the result
of the operations of this tax. [Mkr.
Borron : He will not get £3,000.] ILcan
assure the Premier, as far as my personal
knowledge in thiz matter goes, I do not
think he will get £1,200 from the tax.
even if it operates as early as he antici-
pates, between now and the close of the
financial year. That means that these
non-proprietary race clubs have no desire
10 rob the public of any unnecessary sum,
and i they find the Treasurer, who
happens to stand in need of funds, swoops
down on the fractions of less than a
shilling, which they have been in the
habit of utilising, they will discover some
means of dividing the money and giving a
fraction of 3d., and then, in face of the
figures I have stated in dealing with the
fractions of the primary racing clubs,
involving an amount of £90,000 odd, how
will the hon. gentleman got anything like
£12,000 as the resuit of the operation of
of this tax? I think the experience of
the people in the community, as far as
these non-proprietary clubs are concerned,
is that they have no desire to interfere
with the legitimate sport of the public,
and they have certainly no desire to take
any more out of the pockets of the people
than they can reasonably hand back to
those people in some form or another.
That is manifest from the fact that the
officials, except one or two found to be
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essential, are entirely honorary officers,
gentlemen of considerable repute and
standing in the commmunity, who devote
their time, and considerable time it is,
to the purpose of providing for the
convenience of the public taste in this
particular e¢onnection; and there is no
doubt the manifestation they have
given in the direction of wmagnificent
improvements will point conclusively to
the fact that they will soon find means of
giving to the public the fullest possible
benefit from this particular machine, and
I think they will go to the length of pro-
viding for puyment of a fraction even
down as low as 3d. [Mr. BARNETT:
That iz when they are forced to do so.]
I do not know whether it will want much
forcing. I think they will recognise that
having appropriated 10 per cent. of the
public money derived by means of these
betting machines, the Government will
have taken quite enough from the public
in counection with this business, and I
think that when they find the Govern-
ment are going to swoop down and take
away sume of the money which at the
present time the clubs are enabled to
give back to the public in iocreased im-
provement, in a better class of racing, in
bigger stakes, and other ways, in which
to enhance and purify the sport, they
will discover some way of meeting the
couvenience of the public. Another
thing we have to take into consideration
is this, and I submit it is a most im-
portant matter. I do not know whether
the member for Albany (Mr. Barnett)
has a racecourse in his constituency or
not, but, if he has, there are not many
race meetings held there in the year, and
if those race meetings are not held for
profit or anything of that kiod, but solely
for the purpose of providing some little
recreation and sport for that portion of
the community having a fondness and
desire for that class of sport, the money
available to enable those clubs to carry
on their business is mainly subscribed
by the local people in that community;
and what applies to Albany applies, 1
know, in some measure to Bunbury,
Greenbushes, and presumrably to Nor-
tham, and I believe even to York, if
there were & race meeting there. In
regard to these small country clubs, where
the totalisator would be running, perhups
the bulk of the transactions of the meet-
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ings would go to the betting machine, and

if you are going to say to these clubs
“You must give your 23 per cent. of the
gross receipts, and you must hand over
generously and without demur the frac-
tions and uncluimed dividends,”
probabilities are that this will have ihe
effect of absolutely preventing the pos.
gibility of their having the little annual
gathering which they have enjoyed in
the past, and look forward to enjoy in the
future. The whole thing resolves itself
into this : That we have before us a pro-
posal which is going to collect a certain
amount of money from the W.A. Turf
Club and the Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and
Coolgardie Race Clubs, and it is going to
divert that money from the purpose to
which it hag hitherto been devoted by
these people, who have been imbued with
a purely philanthrepic motive in this
matter, For what purpose? To enable
the Colunial Treasurer to build a bridge
in some electorate, or to make a bit of a
road somewhere. Is that the legitimate
business of a tax of this nature ? Tn my
opinion 1t is certainly not  (Interjection
by the Premier.) I am sure the hon.
member knows just as well as I do that
there are no bridges, no municipal coun-
cils, no road beards, no anything, except
good honest workers and good timber, in
the Forreat electorute, and he knows very
well it has pever been my desire to worry
hiw in any degree for any vote for that
particular matter. Tkoow healso realizes
it gives me a freedom of vision which
perhaps few members enjoy to the same
extent. I say therefore that the only
object or effect this Bill can have at thig
stage is to place a tax unduly, unfairly,
and inequitably npon these racing clubs,
which are legitimate io every sense of
the word, and which exist primarily
for the very object for which horse-
racing exists—for the purpose of pro-
viding good, healthy, clean, legitimate
sport in those centres where the desires
of the people lie in that direction. In
view of the small amount of revenue
likely to acerue if the Bill passes and
becomes law before the lst January, the
measure ought not to be preased, but the
matter ought to be postponed until we
are in a position to deal with the whole
question upon a sound, comprehensive,
effectual, and efficient basls, so that the
Government may be in a position to

the
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submit a measure which not only will be
satisfactory from the point of view of the
general public, but also equally and much
more satisfactory from the point of view
of the Coloniul Treasurer himself. I do
not know that we can by any amount of
amendment put this measure upon a
thoroughly satisfuctory basis, and under
those circumstances I certainly think the
best thing the House can do is to vote
the Bill out on the second reading.

Mr. E. C. BARNETT (Albany): I
intend to support the second reading,
on the following grounds. T support the
Bill in its entirety. 1 hope that the
Premier will keep a stiff back, and carry
through the Bill as introduced. We
must recognise that within a reasonable
time we shall all be called upon to con-
tribute more than we contrnbute now;
and I think that wealthy inatitutions like
the W.A, Turf Club and the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder Racing Clubs can well
afford, with the rest of the commaunity,
to contribute their share to the revenue.
As to the smaller race clubs to which
members have referred, and on which
they seem to think the tax will fall
heavily, I do not think that such clubs
will be injured by so small an impost.
I say, as president of one of those clubs,
we shall be very willing to pay our share
towards the revenue. I think that the
Premier inust feel obliged to the member
for Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson) for
suggesting that the revenue be increased
not only Ly a wtalisator tax, but by a tax
on the fees received from bookmakers. T
think there would be a general feeling of
sutisfaction if that suggestion were
adopted. I shall support the second
reading of the Bill, which I trust will,
without any amendment, be passed into
law,

Mz. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I do
not know whether members generally
recognise the moral or the immoral step
which the House s taking by passing a
Bill absolutely legalising betting and
gambling, and making the Government a
partner in betting iransactions. That is
a serious step to take. Tt may be a right
step—I do not know; but we should
realise what we are doing, and if we take
that step we should be prepared to take
it consistently,. We should be prepared
to repeal our existing Acts penalising
betting and bettors. Only yesterday,
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I think, a very serious charge was
brought against the proprietors of a
certain club. Men are to be sent to
prison for doing what the Government
are practically proposing to do in prin.
ciple. I should like to know whether, if
this Bill be passed, the Government
intend to abolish the existing laws, either
Acts of Parliawent or the common law,
against betting. Is betting to be made
legal from the time this Bill passes, as it
ought to be if there is any morality or
consistency in our legislation ? From the
time of the passing of the Bill, will it be
lawful for a man to bet in his house, in a
club, or on the street, as he may think
fit 7 That iz a point which ought to be
taken into consideration, and upon which
we ought to have some pronouncement of
policy from the Minister in charge of the
measure. I submit that we are not going
far enough. If we take any step at all,
if the Grovernment hecomes a partner in
betting transactions, becomes a gawbler
in part, the Government should, as the
member for Forrest put it, bave the
courage to go farther, and entirely take
over all gambling agencies such as the
totalisator, and if necessary, license or
otherwise utilise even the bookinaker.

Mr. Lyner: Put on the bag.

Mr. WALKER: Exactly. If the
Government authorises gambling, and
stands in with the winners, it ought to
have the courage to go farther, and to
take over and run for the benefit of the
citizens the totalisator. Moreover, I
think that if this Bill is paseed, it will be
perfectly consistent to include therein
the provision suggested by the member
for Swan (Mr. Gull), for running a State
lottery on principles similar te those of
Adams’ sweeps. We should, in vulgar
phrase, go the whole hog, and take com-
plete charge of gambling. If the Bill is
passed as it stands, it may possibly do
something to increase the revenue, and I
understand that is the sole object of the
Treasurer in bringing this Bill before us;
but it will do exceedingly little, and 1
question whether in doing that little
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good, it will not do a vast amount of harm. .

Consider the racecourses at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder. Every year theseinstitutions
contribnte from the proceeds of the
totalisator lurge sums of money —not a
few paltry pounds, but large luomp sums
—one hundred to one charity and another

" what it is;
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hundred to another charity. The Bene-
volent Society at Kalgoorlie has, year
after vear, received what are compara-
tively immense gifts from the Kalgoorlie
Race Club; and I believe that the
Boulder Race Club has contributed to
the charities in that town. It is per-
fectly clear that if these clubs are
deprived of their profits, and their in-
comes are reduced till just sufficient to
meet expenses; if the clubs are to be
heavily taxed for the purposes of the
public revenue, there can be no charitable
gifts from the clubs’ profits.  What will
be the consequence? The demands of
charity, now met privately, must be niet
by the Government. Whal revenue will
be received from the tax on the totalisator
will bave to be spent in giving charitable
assistance through our Department of
Charities, which will absorb all the
revenue realised by the totalisator taz.
What is the use for revenue purposes of
such a tax, if we increase our expenditure
on the one bund while increasing the
receipts on the other? We shall be
simplv robbing Peter to pay Paul, simply

“ gwopping " the money in our pockets.
In the meantime, while the Bill will
undoubtedly do a vast injury to the local
charities on the goldfields particularly—
I do not know that the custom of contri-
buting to charities obtaing with the
coastal race clubs—it will discourage a
very healthful sport ov the goldfields. I
interrupted the member for Forrest when
he was speaking of the use wade of the
profits of racing to beautify the gold-
fields racecourses, and I mentioned the
Kanowna racecourse. The citizens of
Kanowna are doing their best to make
that racecourse fit to visit. They have,
under great difficulties, obtained what is
naturally a very beautiful site, but a site
some distance from the town, and requir-
ing, I will admit, vast improvement
in order to make it fit for usc
The people of Xanowna are long-
ing to see the day when the race-
course will be a thing of beauty, if not
a joy for ever. They have already spent
a considerable sum to make the course
and they ure aunxious to spend
more. Kanowna haa not that beautiful
park in Kalgoorlie described by the
member for Forrest and other speakers ;
it is anxious to have one of its own. In
cowparison with Kalgoorlie, Kanowpa is
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but a small place; nevertheless, the
people want their sports; they wish to
take part in the sport of the State; and
shall they be discouraged ? They expect
to receive, as in the past, some consider-
able assistance from their totalisator
profits. If by any means we attach
those profits, we practically crush a
club that is now labouring under great
disadvantages and discouragements. In
respect of every race meeting a vast
expenditure is incurred by the club in
securing commmunication with the railway
station. The club bas to offer special
inducements to cabmen to drive pas-
sengers to the course from the Kanowna
station. All kinds of difficulties beset
the club, which is deserving of encourage-
ment, not discouragement; and this tax
on » club of that kind is a distinet dis-
couragement, and worse, it will practically
involve the club’s extinction. How is
the club to beautify or make fit for a
racecourse the site which it holds® On
that score alove I oppose the Bill--on
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account of its ineqnalities, inegualities
such as are usually found in these short-

sighted measures which make no dis-
tinctiong whatever, and have no exceptions
to a general rule. The Bill proceeds on
the principle that what is good encugh
for all wetropolitan racecourzes, for the
W.A. Turf Club, is good enough for a
racecourSe at Menzies or Leonora. All
race clubs are treated exactly alike, as if
they were on the same level. Such is
the result of this hasty, slipshod, careless
legislatior, which is more or less a stop-
gap, so far as T can see, for the present
session. If we dealt comprehensively
with such matters, making some dis-
tinctions, and not imposing ob ull racing
clubs the same penalties, then there
would be some justification for proceeding
with the measure. But as the measure

i derived from

Bill, second reading. 457

a specific purpose. It has been suggested
that if we tux totalisators, or run them,
or conduct sweeps, we should utilise the
proceeds for an old age pension fund, or
that, at all events the proceeds should go
to charities; and the present outery on
the goldfields against the Bill is that
it wil deprive the goldfields of a
means of conducting local charities ;
and consequently there will be hard-
ship on the poor and suftering of all
sorts in these localities. A weasuare that
makes any distinction of this kind, which
does not seek to earmark the money and
which does not make any differentiation
concerning the localities where the revenue
is raised, is only a meagre and ill-thought-
I therefore intend to vote
against the second reading of this Bill.
Mr. M. F. TROY (Mt Magnet): I do
not intend to take very serious exception
to the seccond reading of this measure,
because after all, there is very little to
take exception to. In the first place it
has been introduced by the Treasurer to
secure additional revenue, and though, to
my mind, it is a paltry way of doing so,
still, considering the impecunious slate of
the T'reasury, 1 suppose revenune must be
some source or unpother,
One would have thought that the Govern-
ment would bring down a weasure
more worthy of the consideration of this
House, considering the maby other ways
there are of securing additional revenue,
and considering the advantages that

+ would be gained by a system of land

- regarding that.

stands, T cannot give it my support. .
Strongly as I believe in helping the |

Goverument to get revenue, this 15 not
the proper meuns of raising it, and more-
over, though not one of those who have
any moral qualms about the source from
which revenue comes, so leng as it comes
honourably, still, I think that when we
are taxing what we believe to he a vice,
the revenuc thereby derived should be
earmarked. 1 do not believe it should be
passed into the common fund, without
any distinction, We should keep it for

value taxation and an income tax. I
notice that some oppose the neasure be-
cause they consider that, through the
Government recognising totalisators and
racing of any kind, we are encouraging
gambling. I hold no strong opinions
I am of opinion that it
is buman for people to gamble, and that
they will gamble no matter what restric.
tions are placed upon it; that ne matter
what legislation is passed to prevent
them, it would nof reduce in any measure
the gambling already done. The mem-
ber for West Perth and other members
on the Government side of the House
intend to oppose this measure because
they hold the opinion T have referred
to. On many oceasions I have advocated
1 tax on totalisators, but I advacated
that the proveeds should not go into
the generul revenume. I think they

L]
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should be set apart to form the
nuclens of an old age pension fund. I
have also advocated the establishment
of State lotteries and sweeps under
Government control and under the ad-
ministration of the State; because I con-
sider a great atount of money is being
lost to the State every year by allowing
a person residing in Taswmania to carry
on a business of sweeps and draw money
away from this State, and because we do
not pay sufficient heed to this matter.
If we legalised this business we would
receive sufficient revenue to form the
nucleus of an old age pension fund. 1
hope it is not too late for the Grovernment
to give this matter serious consideration.
I believe, after all, that any Government
is justified in taxing totalisators. I take
no serious exception to it myself. I
know that racing clubs do a large amount
of good from their receipts. In Perth
and on the goldfields they have done a
great amount of good by making pleasure
resorts for people and by beautifying
their reserves; and when people do that
they should receive assistance and ea-
couragement from Parliament; but there
is no getting away from the fact that
there are certain portions of the receipts
to which racing clebs are no more en-
titled than the Gtovernment. I refer to
the unclaimed dividends und fractions.
I think the Government are just as en-
titled to claim these as are the race clubs,
In the first place, the race clubs have uo
moral right te them, while the Govern-
ment have certainly a greater right to
them, because they belong to the people
of the State and, if banded over to the
Government, could be used for doiug
work for the people of the State. A
great deal has been suid regarding
the awmount of money spent on totali-
sators. Though it seems large, I believe
a larger sum of money is being spent
in other directions. For instance, I be-
lieve the bookmakers make a greater
profit than evea the totalisators; and if
totalisators are to be taxed, why should
bookmakers not also be taxed? If
revenue is very pecessary, why not tax
these persons? Why not tax every
person who draws a profit from sources
which people think iniguiteus? [Mz,
GoLu: Sometimes a bookmaker makes a
loss.] He more often wakes a profit.
If he did not make z profit, we would
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not see so many following up this par-
ticular business year in and vear out. I
do not koow much about bookmaking,
but I believe the bookmaker arranges his
book so that he never wakes a loss.
[Me. Gore: That is the theory.] The
hon. wmember knows more about it than
I do. Why should we not tax the pro-
fits made from theatres? Sowe people
hold that theatre-guing is just us ob-
noxious as attending races. No doubt
the member for West Perth would just
as emphatically condemn theatre-going
as he would racing. Why not tax
theatres and bookwmakers, and every per-
son in the State, to secure this additional
revepue? I support the second reading
of this Bill, and, as far as possible, I
shall support most of its provisiond in
Committee.
Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Me. IntiNeworTH in the Chair: the
PreMiER in charge of the Biil

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Duty on takings of totalisa-
tors.

Meg.-BATH meved an amendwment—

That the words “ the Colonial Treasurer for
the use of Hizs Majesty ” be struck out, and
the following inserted in lien:—* trustees to
be newinated by the Colonial Treasurer for
the purpose of the maintenance of parks open
at all reasonable hours to the publie, or of
grants in aid of the maintenance of such
parks, or for the purpose of supperting or
assisting in the support of local charitable
organisations in the district in which the sums
hereinafter payable by any racing clul were
receivad by it from the publie.”
As this was essentially a local tax on the
contributions of people in the particular
districts where totalisators were situated,
the residents of the districts should have
the advantage of any taxation raised.
Unless the amendment were wade, it
would only result in a continuation of
the pulicy of centralisation which had
fettered the development of the country
to such an extent in the past. He
had not the figures regarding the grozs
amount passing through the totalisators
in Perth, Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and Cool-
gardie, but it was known that the bulk
of the mwoney was contributed by the
totalisators in the goldfields districts.
Members should conasider whether it was
advisable that the taz raised should go
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into consolidated revenue and be used, as
in the past, for an undue amount of
expenditure in the metropolitan area.
He was not desirous of raising any
controversy between the metropolitan
area and the goldfields, but this was
essentially a tax that could be allocated in
the manner suggested by the amendment.
Bo far as the goldfields districts were
concerned they had suffered badly at the
hands of the various governments of the
State in respect to provision for parks
and reserves. There were very few
opportunities for that method of recrea-
tion on the poldfields. Outside the
Victoria -Park in Kalgoorlie which was
largely maintained hy the municipal
council there was not a decent park or
reserve in the whole of the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder districte. If a sum of
money was allocated from the tax on the
totalisator receipts they would be in a
position to provide the necessary breath-
ing space and recreation reserves for
those who urgently needed it.

Mr. KEENAN: It was impossible to
get away from the fact that if the gold-
fields racing clubs were mulcted to the
extent of the tax there would be practically
no public parks on the goldfields. He
had extracted from the Estimates the
amount to be expended in the metro-
politan area for parks and reserves and
he found that the vote for King's Park
was £3,000, public gardens £2,967; the
Observatory, which was really a source of
public amusement rather than education,
£3,613, and the Zoological Gardens,
£5,000 including & special vote of £500
for snakes. The total was £14,580, and the
amount which under the general vote for
parks and reservee that was likely to go
to Kalgoorlie if on a similar scale to
last year would be £500. Therefore it
was clear unless the citizens of Kalgoorlie
contributed to the up-keep, almost en-
tirely, of their owu parks there would be
no parks in the district. If members
looked at the balance sheet published by
the Kalgoorlie Racing Club they would
see that taking the two last years into
account practically the whole of the
revenue of the club had been devoted to
prize money and to the maintenance of
the public park. Approximately £4,000
o year was spent in the maintenance of
the racecourses. If the club was called
on to bear taxation to the extent of
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£3,600, which would be about their pro-
portion on the year, it was clear they
must reduce their expenditure, and the
most probable method of reduction would
be cutting off this expenditure, which was
no source of income to them. The race-
course added a great deal to the enjoy-
ment of Kalgoorlie. TIf the money was
not devoted in this way the people of the
goldfields could go to the Government
with a claim which they could not resist
because if the Government spent £14,500
in and around Perth, it would bhe in-
possible to refuse to give a considerable
grant for the muintenance of parks in
and around Kalgoorlie, and in the long
run the gain to the Government would
be so frivial that the Bill would not
vesult in any great gain to the Trearurer.

Me. A. J. WILSON : The amend-
went was of an eminently practical and
highly desirable character. The gold-
fields public were practically responsible
for the parks in their locality, and if
thia money were taken from the total-
isator receipts it should be placed in the
hands of trustees to spend on parks and
reserves in the locality where the races
Perth was the metropolis
of the State and King's Park was really a
national park and not a local park such
as one in Kalgoorlie would be; therefore
the argument which had been used by
the member for Kalgoorlie did notapply.
The Premieranticipated receiving £12,000
from totalisator receipts. There was to
be a deficiency in the public accounts of
£130,000, and he had no desire to see
that amount grow, but the posaibilities

‘were that the Treasurer would find there

was occasion for Kalgoorlie te complain
that this year and last year onlyv £500
was given in the goldfields ceutre.

Ter PREMIER could not accept the
amendment. He realised what a pleasure
it must be for the member for Brown
Hill whenrelieved from the responsibilities
of oftice, because it gave him an oppor-
tunity of opposing meagures which he
himself previously supported. We had
heard a great deal about this sum of
£12,000 az the estimated result of the
new tagation. This was an estimate of
his predecessor strange tosay. Hecould
not see what was to be gained Ly setting
apart the sum realised and pulting it in
the hands of certain trustees to be
deveted to the maintenance of parks and
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reserves. The clause as it stood did not
meet the wishes of a good many members,
and he should like to see if he could draft
ah amendment to render it more accept-
able. He moved that progress be re-
ported.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ASSENT TO BILLS (2).

Message received from the Governor
assenting to the Perth Mint Act Amend-
ment Bill, and the Permanent Reserve
Rededication Bill.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1905-6.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the 12th December;
first day of general debate.

Vote—His Excellency the
£1,498:

AS TO POSTPONEMENT.

Before Mr. Spenker left the Chair:

M=z, BATH asked the Prewmier toconsent
to a postponement of the debate until
to-morrow. He had applied himself with
great assiduity to the financial proposals
submitted by the Government, within the
limited time at bis disposal since the
Treasurer delivered his Budget specch on
Tuesday, and found it impossible to pre-
pare and be ready to go on this afternoon.
On Tuesday last he asked that the debate
be adjourned till the following Tuesday,
and that was a reasonable proposition.
He now asked the Premier to allow the
adjournment until to-morrow (Friday),
the intervening time being the least in
which it was possible for any meuiber to
deal with the voluminous matter brought
forward by the hon. gentleman, and also
the very voluminous Estimates.

Tae PREMIER regretted that lie did
not, see his way to meet the wishes of the
hon. member. The object of placing the
Estimates under consideration at so early
a date after they were once presented was
of course apparent. It was to endeavour
to complete the business of the session
before the advent of Christinus, Tt wag
not with a view of obtaining a holiday
for his colleagues and himself, but rather
that they might get to work thut wanted
doing so badly, and what would mean a
holiday perhaps for other members would

Governor,
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only mean increased work for Ministers,
‘Lhey could not work in two places, and
whilst they were working in this House
other work was being neglected. If he
had had any assurance or seem any
manifestations on the part of his friend
opposite and the gentlemen who sat with
him that they would assist in the direc-
tion of pushing forward business, he
would have been much more prepared to
meet the wishes of hon. members than at
present. But after what he had wit-
nessed this afternoon he felt bound to
take a firm stand, and he regretted very
much that he could not agree with the
request made by the hon. member.

Mr. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) moved
that the Order of the Day be postponed
till to-morrow. The lea,der of the Oppo-
sition should bhave been given the oppor-
tunity he desired. Members on the
Opposition side of the House had no
desire Lo waste time in debate. They
did not wish to keep the House sitting
any longer than was absolutely necessary,
but they recognised that they had a duty
to the eountry The country sent them
here not to rush through in a few
hours the most impertant proposals that
bad yet been before the House, but to
give them earnest comsideration. If the
Premier desired consideration from the
Opposition side of the House, why did
he not extend to them the courtesy which
he professed to extend in connection with
all his dealings ? Members had not. bad
time to dissect the Bills before the House,
and also to attend te the Estimates. It
wag most regrettable that the Premier
had seen his way clear to take this high-
handed action. Members desired to dis-
sect every portion of the BEstimates, and
wished to know just how far the financial
proposals of the Government were going
to affect the State. How could they do
that unless they had an opportunity of
going through the Estimates? That
opportunity had not been given them.
If the matter were postponed till to-
morrow, there would be suffivient time.
Last year the then Treasurer gave the
presenl, Leader of the House a week in
which to go through the proposals and
dissect them, and the Lon. gentleman on
that occasion did not think he had been
allowed sufficient time. Many members
on the other side of the House felt just
as Opposition members did rvegarding
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this matter, namely, that there was no
necessity for rushing through these pro-
posals. He appealed Lo the good sense
of the Premier to treat the House fairly.
Was he treating the House considerately ?
Was he, because he had a big majority at
his back, going to flout the wishes of the
pevple of this State? Members on the
Opposition side had no desire to raise
other than fair issues. They had no
desire to unduly prolong the discussion.

Me. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora)
seconded the motion. On the Notice
Paper were no less than six mensures
which could well be proceeded with, and
by that means members could be given
8 reasonable  chance of exhaustively
digesting these voluminous Estimates.
He did vot know whether there were
any grounds for the suspicion that the
action taken was Dbecavse the Premier
had such a formidable majority behind
him that he wished to take his own
course without consulting the conve-
nience of mewmbers on that (Opposition)
side of the House; butin his opinion the
unwillingness of the hon. member to give
a reasonable time for going through this
very necessary work of digesting every
item of these Estimates was not altogether
unconnected with the fact that he had a
large, and one might say in some respects,
a servile majority behind him.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mr. ¥, ILLINGWORTH (West
Perth): I rise to a point of order
Clause 366 of the Standing Orders says: —

When a Bill or other matter has been partly
considered in Committee, and the Chairman
has been directed to report progress, and asked
leava to sit again, and the House has ordered
that the Committee shall sit again on a
particular day, the Speaker, when the order
for the Committee has been read, shall forth-
with leave the Chair without putting any
question, and the House thereupon resolves
itself into such Committee,

I contend that this debate is entirely out
of order.

Tae PREMIER: With the permis-
sion of Mr. Speaker I would like to make
one or two brief remarks by way of
explanation. I have been accused, or it
wouldappear that I was taking sowme bhigh- |
handed action. [Mr. Bate: Thereis no |
doubt about it.] I do not wish that |
charge to lie at my door. 1 want to |
point out what a pitiful request this is. |

(14 Decevner, 1905.]

as lo Postponement. 461

We are told that a postponement is
desired until to-morrow to give an
opportunity of exhaustively digesting
these Estimates. Supposing the request
had been granied, there is plenty of other
business on the Notice Paper which we
could go on with to last us until 11
o'clock to-night, and between 11 o’clock
to-night and 2-30 to-morrow afternoon is
sufficient time to digest the Bstimates,
yet the two days already given are not
suficient. TLet us stop this farce .and
get on with the business.

M=. DAGLISH : On a plea of personal
explanation the hon. member is debating
a motion while a point of order has been
ruisedt, ~ ktis very untair.

RULING,

Mg, SPEAKER: The hon. member
rose in explanation.

Mg. Daerrsr: The hon. member did
not explain that,

Mg, SPEAKER: The hon. member
rose for that purpose and stated it. Itis
uvsual to hear a member who rises and
suys that he wishes to explain something.
The wotion desired to be moved is
entirely out of order. The wmember for
West Perth is perfectly right in his con-
tention. I was about to leave the Chair
when the member for Mount Magnet
asked leave to move that this par-
ticular Order of the Day be postponed.
I find now that I had no alternative but
to vacate the Chair.

M=z. BATH: I submit, Mr. Speaker,
that your ruling only applies where no
motion is submitted for the postponemeunt
of the order. We know that on repeated
oceasions, when a Premier has not Leen
prepared to go on with the Estimates, a
motion has been moved to pestpone them
to a future date; and if a Premier can
move a motion to postpone the Estimates,
it is quite in order for another bon. mem-
ber to do the same thing. The Standing
Order mentioned by the member for
West Perth is quite right. Supposing
there is no desire on the part of members
of the Committee to postpone the Order
of the Day, then Mr. Speuker vacates the
Chair without any question being put that
he shall leave the Chair. T submit that if
an hon. member desires to mave the post-
ponement of the Order there is nothing
against it in the Standing Orders. In
fact on the other band, they provide that
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he can move for the postponement of the
order and can give his reasons for so
moving.

Mz. SPEAKER : T have ruled incom-
pliance with this Standing Order, and I
take it I was correct in doing so. In ex-
planation I may only add that the
Estimates had been in progress and the
Chairman had reported progress, the
customary thing after a matter is con-
sidered in Committee, This was formally
done on the night of the Budget Speech.
Standing Order 366 specially provides
that when a Bill or other watter has been
partly considered in Comumittee and the
Chairman has reported progress and
leave is asked to sit again (which is put
formally to the House}, and the Com-
mittee 1s ordered to sit again (whieh is
to-day), the Speaker, when the Order
to the Commitiee has been read, shall
forthwith leave the Chair without putting
any question, and the House thereupon
resolves itself into Committee. Therefore
T rule on that Standing Oxder.

Mgr. BATH : May I ask your ruling
as tu whether a inember is right in
moving to postpone an Order of the
Day, or whether Ministers have been
continually breaking the rules of the
House in doing so? Will you give
vour ruling on the point whether that
instance does not apply to the point that
Mr. Speaker shall leave the Chair without
a motion, or whether he leaves the Chair
on the motion of the Premier *that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair? ”

Mz. SPEAKER: Tt is quite competent
to move to postponethe ordinary business;
but once a matter has been in Committee,
I have no power but to leave the Chair
immediately the Order is read by the
Clerk. This iz most positively set out
in Standing Order 366.

TreSpEaEERAccordingly left the Chair.

Mz. IrLixaworTH took the Chair ; the
general debate resumed on the first ifem
m the Estimates—

His Excellency the Goverrnor—£1,498:

Mr. TROY moved that progress be re-
ported.
Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. 13
Noes . 25

Majority against ... 12
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Ayus, Noes,
Mzr. Bath Mr. Baruett
Mr. Bolton Mr. Brebber
Mr. Coilier Mr. Browu
Mr. Daoglish ‘Mr, Butcher
Mr, Horsn Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Hudson Mr. Dinwond
Mr. Lynch My, Eddy
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Ewing
Mr. Taylor Mr. Gr
r, Walker Mr. Gull
Mr. Ware Mr, Hordwick
Mr, A, J. Wilsou Mr. Hicks
Mr. Troy (Teliov), Mr, Iedell
ir. Keenan
Mr. Layman
Mr. Male
Mr. Monger
Mr. ¥, J. Moore
Mr, Piessa
Mr. Price
Mr, Rason
Mr. Smnith
Mr. Veryard
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr, Gordon (Teller), °

Motion thus negatived:
r5'26 o'clock, p.m.]

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill}:
‘When on Tuesday night after the Premier
had delivered his Budget speech contain-
ing his financial proposals, I asked for an
adjournment to the following Tueeday,
I did so not with any desire to
delay the conduct of the business of
this House, nor with any desire to
be obstructive in any way at all
but with the desire that members of
this House should be given the fullest
opportunity of discussing the financial
proposals sabwmitted by the Treasurer.
We know that in years past when the
Treasurer submitted his Budget pro-
posals, the Leader of the QOpposition and,
m fact, members generally have been
given ample time to study the financial
proposals submitted and to prepare any
remarks they might have to offer thereon.
I koow that when, a8 a new member of
Parliament, I first entered this Chamber
and became acquainted with hon. mem-
bers, I wag given certain advice by older
members of the Assembly, who had
filled positions for some years past, that

‘whatever I did in the House and what-

ever attention I devoted to other pro-
posals, I could not do better than
concentrate my attention on the financial
proposals submitted during the session.
Amongst others I received that advice
from the member for West Perth, and T
have always found that whatever discus-
sions took place in the House which he
considered unworthy of remark, whenever
the financial proposale of the Govern-
raent were in question that hon. gentle-
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man was always forward in offering
remarks, The Premier cannot complain

(14 Drcevrer, 1905.] Finaneial Policy Debate.

of any lack of consideration of the pari °

of members on this side of the House.
Members on the Ministerial side have
only to recollect that on Thursday last
the Premier and his colleagues were
desirous of lunching with the officers of
H.M.S. « Powerful,” and the Opposition
offered no objection to allowing those
gentleman opposite the opportunity to
partake of that luncheon.

Tae MinisTER FOR WORES: We were
not ready to go on. That was the reason.

Mgr. BATH: We alsok now that the
Premier on Friday night, in view of the
fact that he was preparing hiz Budpet
Bpeech, was unable to be present in the
Assembly, and that he had to leave it to
his colleagues to conduct the business of
the House. We know how they were at
sea, and we know the consideration ex-
tended by members on both sides of the
House ; because, when certain proposals
introduced by the Premier necessitating
his presence in the House were-reached,
we adjourned out of consideration to the
Premier. We must also bear in mind
that the hon. gentleman assumed office
on August 25th, and though he had an
election to contest on the occasion when
he sought re-election as Minister, during
the recent general elections be was re-
turned unoppesed. Also the Minister
for Lands and the Minister for Commerce
were returned unopposed; and whatever
time other Ministers had to devote to
electioneering, they did not find it neces-
sary to spend time at electioneering work.
With the result that they again offered
the excuse that the excitement of election-
eering prevented them from preparing
their financial proposals. Yet we find
that although the Premier assumed office
about 25¢th or 26th August, and although
he has had until 12th December to pre-
pare these Budget proposals, it was not
unti! the latter date he brougbt them
forward and submitted them to the
House. I say, therefore, having due
consideration for members who wish to
finish at the earliest possible juncture, if
the Premier wishes to stifle debate, instead
of placing the blame on the shoulders of
the Opposition in asking for a minimum
amount of time
these proposals, we should lay the blame
on the Premier for the time it hae taken
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him to submit his Budget proposals to
the House. JIn speaking on this question
on Tuesday last, I desired the House—
if the Premier as he stated was not
willing—at least in their courtesy and
fair play to give the members of the
House and the Leader of the Opposition
8 reasonable amount of time and oppor-
tunity to setudy the proposals. I
appealed especislly to the member for
West Perth (Mr. Hlingworth) and the
member for Katanning (Hon. F. H. Piesse)
to bear out my contention that on all
previous occasions a much more extended
period had, been allowed to members of
previous Parliaments to consider and go
through the Estimates and the Budget
proposals before they were called on to
criticise them. I bave only to refer to
gome remarks which were offered by the
member for West Perth when that
member was in Opposition.  After the
financial proposals bad been submitted
by the Right Hon. Sir John Forrest on
the 17th October, 1899, I may say that a
period of, I think, a wenth or six weeks
had elapsed between the time the proposals
had been delivered and any member of the
Opposition being called on to continue
that discussion on the proposals, and on
that occasion the member for West Perth
said :—

It is now some time since the Budget Speech
was delivered, and the space has somewhat
abated the interest which arises out of so im-
portant a deliverance. At the outset I desire
to express regret that the most important
utterance of the year should have been de-
livered to a House of never more than 25
membera and often of only 23 members. It
does seem to me that whatever may be the
neglect shown to other speakers in this House,
and tn other themes presented for considera-

" tion in this House, when the Premier rises in

his place to deliver the greatest speech of the
year on the most important subject that
Parliament can take intc consideration, he is
deserving of a better House than 25 members.

I want to emphasise this point: ‘ the
greatest speech of the year, and the most
unportant question that Parliament can
be called on to consider.” And if it has

. taken the Premier from August 25 until

in which to discuss :

December 12 to prepare “the greatest
speech of the year on the most important
subject Parliament can be called on to
consider,” are not two short days—iwo
days during which Parliament sits and
meets at half-past two—too short a time
for anvone to devote to and eriticise the
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proposals 7 When T submit that to |
members 1 express my surprise and re. ;
gret that membevs should allow them- i
selves to be herded up on one side of the |
House like dumb-driven cattle, and allow
the Premier on an occasion like this to
suppress any iotellivent discussion of the
financial proposals he has submitted to
the House. 1 do not find it difficult to
understand the Premier’s desire for haste
in this matter, because if members—I do
not care on which side of the House they
sit—wil! only give the briefest study to
the spesch of the Premier and to the
proposals submitted, they will find it is
to the interests of the Premier to sup-
press any right te free speech on the
part of members, to prevent them from
adequately criticising the proposals sub-
mitted to us.

Tee PrEMIER: You are having your
free speech, are you not.?

Mgr. BATH: Dealing wmore particu-
larly with the financial proposals uas
snbmitted to us, I may say I hasten to
congratulate the Premier on the methodi-
cal and painstaking way in which he
delivered his Budget Speech, and ‘on the
manner in which he submitted the pro-
posals to us. But I wust say also T
cannot congratulate him on the wmatter
that made up the Budget Speech. We
remember at Midland Junction, when
delivering his policy speech, some time
in December, the hon. member seemed
to be inspired with some great spirit of
prophesy. Ido not know on that occasion
whether it was the enthusiasm of the
audience, or whether the blushing
honours that bhad just been thrust
upon him; but we know he practically
announced himself as the Messiah of the
millenium of sound finance in Western
Australia ; and we know that in the course
of the addresses of his supporters since
that occasion throughout the electioneer-
ing campaign they have endeavoured
as far as possible to advertise him in
that capacity. It must be unfortunately
disappointing to the disciples of the
Premier to find that in the deliverance
which he made on Tuesday last he has
proved so disappointing; and instead of .
the Messiah of sound finance we find him
but a false prophet succumbed to igno-
minipus failure. During the electioneering
campaign we were assured that goud
results would accrue from the advent of
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the Rason Admiunistration. We were
told if we could only destroy the three
party position in the House, if we could
only return him with a suflicient majority
bebiud him, if we conld assure him of a
long continuance in office, we would have
some sound financial proposals put for-
ward; and that hon. gentleman, if no
one else in the State was capable of doing
it, would at least square the finunces and
put us -on the high rond to financial
prosperity. But I appeal te the moat
enthusiastic supporter of the Premier at
that time as to whether he has carried
out or realised their expectations; whether
in the proposals he has submitted to us
there is any cauticusness in regard to the
proposals for the solution of the financial
problem or any display of sound financial
ability, It seems to me that instead of
the Premier, as promised by him, grappl-
ing with the financial sitvation,apparently
the financial sitnation has grappled with
the Premier, and has laid him ignomin.
iously in the dust. He did not require
in submitting these tabulated statements
to us to emphasise in the way he
did the fact that the diminution in
the revenue received from the Common-
wealth and the increase in the amount
necessary to provide interest and sinking
fund would provide a financial problem
which it would be difficult for any
Treasurer fo trace. We all know that
with each succeeding -vear the reduction
under the slhding scale mweant a diminu-
tion in the revenue received from the
Commonwealth. Bo we expected, instead
of the Premier wmerely inforining us of a
fact that was known to every member, he
would provide us with some proposals
for remedymyg the evil and offer a pro-
position of sowe system of taxation
which would make up the deficiency.
We know that as far as the reduction is
concerned it has been desired by the
great majority of people throughout the
community. That sliding scale was a
special impost that pressed very hardly
on those people who from their circum.
stances were least able to bear any dis-
proportionate share of taxation; and if
any ‘thing commends itself to the hulk
of the community it is this reduction of
the special duly which has been per-
mitted in Western Australia for a period
of five years. We know the DMiniater
for Mines, at Bridgetown, referred to the
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fact that Western Australia was called | Estimates of revenue and expenditure

on to bear an altogether disproportionate
share of taxation. I am going to refer
to some figures adduced by him in the
course of his remarks. Referring to the
taxation paid by every unit of population,
every man, woman, and child in Western
Australia, he made the statement that if
they could be called on to pay it directly
they would soon kick up a row and ask
for some remedy. L desire to impress on
the Committee that if these people
could only be called op to pay directly
the amount they really confribute in an
indirect way through the taxation on
the goods they consume, to the Treasury,
there would soon be o demand from an

overwhelmiog majority for some new .

wethod of taxation. The right course the
Treasurer should have pursved was not
to indulge in any silly whine against
Federation. That is only the remedy of a
parochial Dogberry. It iz silly for a
member of this or any Chamber to say
that he would fight against Federation,
In the first instance, Federation is desir-
able, and I say it is altogether too short
a time for anyone to expect that we are
going to reach the milleninm by the
Federation of Australiz. Anyone who
talks of a movement for the abolition of
Federation, for the destruction of the
bond entered into, talks in a most puerile
and silly fashion,
silly talk like that, but definite proposals
on the part of any Colonja! Treasurer in
a State charged with the duty of looking
after the finances—for some definite pro-
posals to make up the loss occasioned by
the reduction of this taxation wkhich
presses inequitably on the people by the
imposition of a system of taxation of an
equitable nature; one that will commend
itzelf by its eqnitable pature fto the
common-sense support of the people of
this State. Instead of thait we have
certain proposals submitted by the Trea-
surer as a remedy for the financial con-
ditions he finds prevailing. In the first

for the fortheoming year. And I find
that the statement I made on the Ad-
dress-in-reply was a nearer approach to
the truth of his remarks than his inter-
pretation that he offered during the
course of his Budyet Speech. Hesaid :—

As Treasurer of the State, he was placed in
this advantageous position, that the first
quarter of the financial year had now passed,
and, having a quarter’s experience, the rough-
and-ready method of multiplying the resmlts
by four gave him a rough-and-ready estimate
of the yoar's transactions.

Then he went on by stating that the
Dividend Tax gave so much during the
guarter. * Multiply that by four, and I
gsubmis that it is only o reasonable thing

" to assume we should get so muel,

What we want is not .

place we have what I consider are certain .
reduction in the amount of money de-
was very careful in the course of his -

over-estimates of revenue. The Treasurer
remarks the other evening to state that
he never made any such remarks as I
attributed to him during my speech on
the Address-in.reply. I have taken the
trouble to look up his speech at Midland
Junction when he was dealing with his

+ administration.

£130,000 from the dividend taxz."” ({In-
terjection by the Premier.) I am quot-
ing from his remarks as reported in the
West: Australian. He went on to deal
with increased revenue be expected from
the new system of embossed stamps, and
dealt with the probate duty. As the
quarter brought in £4,101 he thonght it
only reasonable to multiply that sum by
four, which gave £16,404. He thought it .
reasonable to assume that they would get
£16,000. And so with other estimates.
The hon. gentleman Las even extended
his rough and ready method as upplied
in his Midland Junction speech. He has
gone one better and added a few thou-
sunds to the sum he expects to receive.
1 submit this is a wmatter of luck he
reckons on as the result of the advent of
this great conglomeration of geniuses.
We are going to have a birth of con-
fidence which will give an altogether
greater result during the next two guar-
ters than has occurred during the past
two quarters. Then after what T con-
sider 1s an gver-estimate of the revenue
in certain directions we have a reduction
in expenditure in the direction of assist-
ance to the mining industry which has
been a special feature of our Budget
proposals in the past, and we havea

voted to public works and buildings; and
then as a solace to members we have a
vague promise that in the sweet by
and by they are going to do some-
thing in the way of reducing the cost of
Members will remem-
ber that during the course of the elec,



466 Annual Estimates:

tion campaign we had the assurance of
zealous and smooth-tongued canvassers
that the only thing the matter with the
metropolitan  districts was that the
Tabour Govermment had not spent
enough money from revenue on public
works and buwldings, and the fact that
they had not spent thatamouut of money
had resulted 1 a lack of confidence on
the part of private builders, the conse-
quence being that architects, contractors,
and men who had been employed by
them were out of work. We find that
the hon. gentleman who submitted this
proposal proposes during the coming
year to spend a less amount from revenue
on publie works and buildings. People
supposed that the Rason Adwministration
were going to alter the state of things
that rnled duoring the »égime of the
. Labour Government, and expected that
they were going to have a lavish expen-
diture out of revenne on public works
and buildings. We find that their ex-
pectations will not be realised. We
heard of what they were pleased to term
the “mark-time" policy, but the Premier,
instead of sounding the advance, has
sounded the retreat. He ouly slightly
touched upon his proposals now, because
he was going to deal with themn on the
Loan Estimates. We have a solace for
the injury done to these people in the
fact that, in order to make up the defi-
ciency in the amount proposed to be
expended on public works out of revenue,
we are going to the money lender,
although that was condemned by mem-
bers who sit behind the Government.
‘We koow this was, perbups, practically
the only alternative of the Premier, We
have only to read his policy speech, or
his criticisms of the finaneial proposals
submitted by his predecessor last year,
to know with what virulent and vigorous
denunciation he treated the Treasurer
at that time. In his criticism of the
proposals as to the expenditure of
revenue on public works and buildings
during the financial year 1904-5, he
grew facetious at the expemse of the
“mark time " policy, and now when we
find him adopting not a mark time
policy, but a policy of retreat, he must
of necessity find some salve for the
consciences of those who have been
disappointed in their expectation of a
vigorous public works policy. We know
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that although he bad wvailuble at his
hands when he took over the reins of
office the sum of £980,000 available fron:
the loan flotations, he proposes to stil
farther add to the loan indebtedness of
the State by availing himself of what he
calls the favourable turn of the marke!
to borrow another loan. Not of cours
that be is going o spend it now. He i
going, as he says, to spend it in the sweel
by and by; but when we have the
clamours of ministerial supporters fo
a spur line here and a railway there
for public buildings here and roads there
we shall find that if the hon. member i
authorised to obtain a loan there will b
precicus little of it left when the en¢
of the financial year arrives. We ca
admire the convenient optimism of th
hon. member who has to support suct
a proposal as this when of necessity he
hag to appeal to the money lender
provide him with wmouey to retain the
support of members on the Ministeria
gide. It is very convenient to cover uj
his own sins in the past by declaring
that the resources of the State are sucl
that there is no need to fear in regard
to authorisations for many millions; tha
there is no need to fear any stringency
of the financial market, if we continue
borrew for many years to come. Th
Premier, T suppose, sought sowme colour o
justification for his loan proposals in hi
reference to Aotations during 1904.5, and
1 submit that in the course of his re
marks on the subject on Tuesday nigh
he indulged tn the gentle art of stabbing
by innuendoes; because he sought tc
imply that the atnount of loan 1noney
expended by his predecessor duoring the
financial year 1904-5 amounted to the
immense total of £1,975,000.

Tae TrEssurer: I did not do any.
thing of the sort.

Mr. BATH : It was sabmitted by the
Premier in the explanation of his speect
in regard to loan flotations. Member:
will find that although that amount, the
last 31 per cent. loan of £1,400,00(
wus floated during that financial year, it
was only floated on the 9th June, and the
finaneinl year ended on the 30th.

Trne TrREASURER: I mentioned it.

Me. BATH: The hou. member was
very ecareful not to mention that fact.
We had the assurance at Midland June.

" tion during the course of the policy
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speech that the loan woney available
anounted to £981,426; so o very large
proportion, almost £1,000,000, of the
Hlolation of £1,400,000 was available for
the Premier to work upon. The Premier
when making statements of this kind
should at least be careful that he is deal-
out fair play to his predecessors.

TeEE TrEasvrer: So I did.

Mgr. BATH: I presume the member
for Bubiaco, who preceded him as Colonijal
T'reasurer, is quite prepared to defend his
proposals and his methods of finance,
but I certainly think he does not desire
that he should be misrepresented in this
fashion ; that he should be vepresented

money on the loan expenditure.

Tar TREASURER:
represented.

Mr. BATH : Then, again, the method
employed by the hon. member is on a par
with his repetition of the statement made
at Midland Junction with regard to the
alleged deficit left by the previous
administration. We have only to take
the draft Estimates.
vious Government showed a deficit of
over £300,000; and notwithstanding the
fact that the mwembers of that Govern-

He was not mis- |
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things in 1902 and 1905 will know that
at the time the 1902 loan was floated the
position was essentially favourable to
the flotation at advantageous terms, and
we know that in 1905, when the Busso-
Japansse war was in progress and
the money market was depressed, the
loan, as far as advantageous terms
were concerned, could not be considered
on a line with 1902, The Premier was
very careful not to compare the loan in
1905 with the loan of the Governwment

* with which he was connected in 1903,

" when they floated a 4

per cent. loan
which went at the rate of interest of £4
1s. 5d., and was 8s. 10d. less advan-

as baving expended this large amount of | tageous than the loan floated in 1905;

and although here in the table it is
shown as an amount of £483,215, mem-

' bers will see by the footnote that after-

wards a larger amount was subscribed on
the same terms, which practically made
that a flotation of £1,000,000 on the
terms stated. In that table the hon.
mewmber carefully avoided any comparison

" between the loan floated by his Govern.

He stated the pre-

ment repudiated any authority for those -

draft Estimates, notwithstanding the fact
that the member for Subiaco stated he
would not nor would any other Treasurer
hold himself responsible for any other
Estimales than those he snbmitted to
Parliament, the hon. gentleman repeats
that statement. At the same time he
states that he does not want to appear to
clartn that these were the proposals the
hon. gentleman would have finally sub-
mitted to Parliament. Tf he did not
want to do this, why did he mention the
fact? I presume it was perfectly justifi-
able for him te mention it at Midland
Junetion, when it was a case of electioneer-

ing, but T think that when submitting
his financial preposals to this House he .

should have avoided any such reference
as that seeing that he himself did not
think it was fair to his predecessor.
TEE Minister FOR Works: He men-
tioned that at Midland Junetion, too.
M=r. BATH: Then, again, we have his
comparison of the 3} per cent. loan floated
in 1905 and the 33 per cent. loan floated
in 1902. Anyone who has any acquaint.-
ance with the respective conditions of

ment and the loan floated by the member
for Subiaco. As we all know, the late
Premier had practically no alternative at
the time, and the fact that he secured the
most advantageous terms possible at that
time is evidenced by the circumstance
that the underwriters who took up the
loan were unable to secure the lerms and
to place the loan upon the market and
unhurden themselves of it. If I were
desirous of using those methods of trying
to belittle predecessors, I might poinf to
the fact that almost immediately after
the results of the elections were known
we had a fall in the Western Australian
stocks on the London markel. We find
that from a perusal of the weekly returns
issued, and they have not recovered since.

Tue Tezasurer: They are higher
than ever they were. ]

Mr. BATH : Oune would have expected
that, as the result of the advent of the
Premier and his colleagues, we would have
had a rise in the London market; but I

' am satisfied, and we all wust know, that

the persons .who subscribe to our loans
had sufficient knowledge to draw their
own conclusions when the Premier stated
at Midland Junction that his predecessor’s
draft Estimates showed a deficiency of
over £300,000, that he himself was not
going to pursue any retrenchment policy,
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that there was to he no diminution of ' £508; yet the Premier had the assur-

expenditure on public works and build-
ings because it was necessary to in-
spire confidence in private citizens, and
that we were going to borrow another
£1,000,000, although we had £380.000
available from the last flotation ; and the
resalt of drawing their own counclusions
is shown in the position of our stocks
in London to-day. The Treasurer was
desirous as far as possible of eliminating
any discussion on the loan expenditure
or loan proposals of the Government.

The hon. member considered there would

be a more opportune time when the Loan
Estimates were introduced; hut I say
the most opportune time for the discus-
sion of such proposals is on the general

ance to submit that return to us with all
the pleasure and conceit in the world as
one of which we should feel proud and
which we should regard as distinctly of
an encouraging nature. So far as that
return is concerned, absolutely no con-
sideration is given to depreciation in re-
gard to our railways, and especially in
regard to the Coolgardie Water Scheme,
which is essentially a very impurtant
item ; because we may make provision
either from revenue or by the receipts
from the operation of that scheme for the
payment of interest, and even for the

- payment of sinking fund ; but if no pro-

vision is wmwade for depreciation it means

. that at the end of the term, when the

Financial Statement of the Treasurer. 1 .
' by the accumulated sinking fund, we

am not going to follow the Treusurer's
example, but I am going to review, as

far as possible, the loan expenditure of .

the Stute and the loan proposals of the
future. We have the hon. gentleman,

like any other man who desires to hide !

his failure at squaring the finances,
resorting to a horrowing policy to
provide for public works. And he
endeavours to put the best face on the
matter by saying that the money is
expended in reproductive works. I
desire to kuow what the hon. member
congidera as reproductive works? If
we are to accept the opinmion of his

financial mentor, u gentleman who was -
. and show that, whatever confidence we

formerly Treasurer of this State, we
would find that the only way an honest
Treasurer can interpret reproductive works
is that the operations of these works
when completed shall provide sufficient to
pay interest on capital fund, and alse
some provision for sinking fund. [
think that is the interpretation given by
hon. gentlemen in this State who profess
to have knowledge on financial matiers,
So far as I and vther Qppesition members
are concerned, it is the interpretation we
have placed on reproductive works. In
order to show the resnlt of the operations
of the loan money expended in repro-
ductive works, we have Return 9 sub-
mitted to this House by the Treusurer
with a great deal of assurance. We find
that, after making provision for working
expenses and interest ou the cost of con-
straction, without any attempt to provide
for depreciation or sinking fund, the
whole of these operatious show a loss of

’

amount of the loan will be liquidated

would practically, to all intents and
purposes, need to renew the whole
of the capital cost of these undertakings.
I also desire to show what I consider a
very disquieting feature in connection
with our loan expenditure. The per-
centage of our annnal revenue absorbed
by interest and sinking fund charges in
1898 was 1292; and last year that
percentage had increased to 20-42, while
taking the figures for the five months
ended November, 1905, the percentage
of the revenuec ahsorbed by fixed charges
for mterest and sinking fund amounted
to 25-2. These are disquieting figures,

may have in the resources of the State,
and whatever we may believe is likely to
be the future prospects, there is necessity
for the gentleman in charge of the
administration of the finances to con-
sider the position and to see whether we
are doing right. in so continually adding
to the annmal charge for interest and
sinking fund, especially as our revenue
does not. show a tendency to increase in
due proportion. Then we have the
Treasurer repeating, ns an encouraging
feature, the fact that, ulthongh our gross
indebtedness lhad increased considerably,
the net indebtedness per head of the
population showed a decrease to lust year;
and the hoen. member referred to the
figures for 1900 and 1905. On the 30th

- June, 1900, the net indebtedness per
head of the population was £63 10s. 11d.;
" but on the 30th June, 1905,

it was

£61 19s. 11d. The hon. gentleman
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showed a considerable amount of wari-

ness and courage in the particular years
he submitted to the House for com-
parison.

Tae PREMIER:
before you. _

Me. BATH: I have them before me
now.

Tue TreEASURER: Quite so,
them to you.

Mg. Bare: But you only gave the
figures for two years. I am going to
give the years from 1900 to 1905. In
1900, the uet indebtedness per head was
£63; in 1901 it was £65; 1 1902it was
£69; in 1903 it was £67; in 1904 it was
£63; and in 1905 it was £61. So
during those years when the Treasurer
was a member of the previous Adminis-
tration, and while he was Treasurer of

- that Administration, the net indebtedness
per head of the population wus much
higher than before or since, while the
proportion for the vear 1904-5, during
which his much-maligned predecessors
(the Labour Government} were in office,
there was a decrease in the net indehted-
ness from £63 19s. 5d. fo £61 19s.
11d. This cannot be accepled as an
absolutely reliable comparison for the
purpose of removing doubts regarding
the amount of our indebtedness; because
we must recogunise that, while there has
been a decrease in the pet indebtedness
per head of population, yet there has
been a great increase in the percentage of
women and children in our population,
carrying with it a cousiderable rednetion
in the earning capacity per head of the
population in Western Australia. Sothe
one I consider to be more thau a set-
off against the other. Of course, the
Treasurer in that airy fashion that
characterises him, declares there is no
necessity to seriously comsider this
question of indebtedness, because he
assures us with the utmost confidence
that the resources of the State can stand
it. I want to know at what period in

The returns were

I gave

our career we can expect that the in-.

debtedness of tbe State must be con-
sidered in relation to the resources of the
community. We know that it has been
held by almost ¢very Treasurer in West-
ern Australia that, while it was quite
right for him to borrow, and while the
money was being expended in reproductive
works, and while the resources of the
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State would stand it, he was leaving
things in such a condition that there
wonld be absolutely no necessity for his
suecessor to borrew any money at all.
We have o remarkable unanimity in the
utterances of the hon, gentlemen who
bave acoupied the position of Treasurer
of this State. We have, for instance,
the present Treasurer stating that what
we wanted in Westarn Australia was
optimism, the optimism of Sir John
Forrest who kept the reins of office for
so long a period in Western Augstralia.
I have only to refer the Treasurer to
the specch Sir John Forrest made as
Treasurer iu 1898, when he was anything
but optimistic with regard to the position
of Western Australia, and when be came
down with a declaration to the effect that
there would be a counsiderable deficit at
the end of the year. He then stated the
necessity not only for retrenchment, but
also for a cessation of borrowing in the
near future. On the 18th August, 1898,
Sir John Forrest spoke as follows :—

We may well rest from borrowing, except
for short extension of railways as required.
We have given the Colony a good start, and
it should be able to depend om its own re-
sources now, to a large extent.

I may here interpolate: When can we
hope in Western Australia that we will
be able to depend on our own resources ?
Sir John Forvest continued :—

As I said before, we are getting into & more
settled condition, and steady development
must take the place of spasmodic effort. We
must be careful not to incraase our indebted-
ness much beyond the present capitation, but
as the pepuiation increases so can our indebted-
ness increase. We are better off in respect of
indebtedness than other places. We owe £52
per head, but Queensland owus £67, and South
Australin £69 per head. It will be seen that,
in comparison with these colonies, on & capita-
tion hasis, we are in & far betier position, and
it must not be forgotien that our population
is composed of a larger proportion of adalt
wage-earners than any other colony in Aus-
tralia, and therefore more able to bear taxation.
I cannot see myself any great need for fresh
loan authorisations for large amounts. We
have done most of the great works that are
required for our development. I can only
say that, when the Gime does come, that
this country is self-supporting, when we are
living within our means and not depending
on loan money, I can well understand the
position of a Minister voder such circum-
stances being a comfortable, if net a bappy
one. I cannot expeci that it will he in my
time, but I hope it will come for our successors,
and that they will be able to go on the noise.
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less tenor of their way without the aid of
borrowed raoney.

Hox. F. H. Piesse: That was after
he came back from the Jubilee.

Mr. BATH: In passing, I may say
that the member for West Perth (Mr.
Illingworth), when Treasurer, was careful
not to give himself away in any fashion
in regard to our loan expenditure. I be-
lieve he recognised that if the Govern-
ment wished to have any chance of
securing the support of the electors of
the State, they could not declare against
borrowing ; and so the hon. gentleman,
during the course of his Financial State-
ment, was very careful to avoid any
reference to these points. However, in
the Financial Statement made by Mr.
Gardiner on the 16th Qctober, 1902, we
had this declaration of wisdom, which I
commend to every hon. member, and
especially to the gentlemen who succeeded
him as Treasurer :—

The best thing which can happen us is to
be hard up; the best thing that can happen
to the Treasurer is tf, be hard up. Not hard
up in the sense in which Esan was when he
sold his birthright for a mess of pottage; but
hard up in the sense in which one’s business
friends are hard up when they tell us that
business was never better, but that they never
had eo little cash. That is the position which
forces men to look into their affairs. Hitherto,
aa I said before, we have had loan moneys
coming in and & large revenue coming in, and
we have spent both. Now we must show to
the world that not only can we borrow money
and spend it, but that we can save it; also
that when the mnecessity does occur we can
take our responsibilities on our own shoulders.
We do not want our childven, when they grow
up, to say to us, “You must have had not
only prodigal sons amongat you, but you must,
have been a uation of prodigals.”” Rather let
them say that when the time of necessity
came we did our duby, which duty is to see
how far we can assist this country onward,
assist it with the revenue at our disposal,
asgist it by economical constrnction of publie
works, to become, s it has every prospect of
becoming, the gem of the Commonwealth.

That hon. gentleman, who was Treasurer
at that time, went even one better on the
next occasion, when he delivered the
Budget Speech, becanse he made the
following remarks about State borrow-
ings and sure results : —

It seems to me that 6he present is a fitting
opportunity to strike a strong blow at the
generally accepted idea, which had practically
become a faith, that Anstralia can only prosper
by huge borrowings. 'Too frequently huge

borrowings lead to that prosperity whick we , set his eyes during
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know is unstable and carries with it the
strongest possible germs of corresponding
depression, which in turn has to be relieved by
farther borrowing. Another reason which is
frequently advanced is that, if we have to wait
till our great resources are developed by our
own capital, our progress must be very slow
indeed. In the minds of thoughtful men, five
years is nothing in the history of a nation,
provided those five years are represented by
glow ard steady progress; and business men
will tell yon that ultimate prosperity rests
with the man of energy and enferprise whao,
whilst looking ahead, is certain of providing
for his immediate obligation; and if this
applies to business, it ought to be a good
principle fo apply to the State. If the pros-
perity coming from internal development be
slower, there is not the slightest doubt it is
surer, We have strong evidence of that fact
in the great development which has taken
place under our public battery system. More-
over, the national life is sturdier and more
independent, for there is mot the slightest
doubt that the whip of necessity is a strong
incentive to development; consequently I'hope
we will see that Western Australia and
Australia, so far as these ideas can influence
Australia generally, must pnt more energy
into the development of some of those natural
resources which are indeed her great heritage.
It is a pity that when the present Premier
went to school to that hon. gentleman
he did not better his instructions. I have
already referred to the return which the
hon. gentleman has issued which shows
that after the mere provision for working
expenses and interest, the net result of
this State’s chief trading concern results
in a loss of £5,608, and in his endeavour
to make as good a case us possible, the
Premier assures us that although perhaps
we bave not had a direct return from
these trading concerns, the indirect
benefit, is very considerable indeed. T
want to say, in my opinion the phrase in
regard to the indirect benefit accrning
from these returns is a plhrase invented
by the devil to snare the souls of incom-
petent Treasurers. If to-morrow the
Premier were to borrow say two or three
million pounds and employ men in
shifting the sandhills along the coast
into the sea and then declare that that
had given employment to so many men,
was that an indirect benefit to the State ¥
We want to know if the Joss entailed on
the community which went to provide
interest and sinking fund is counter-
balanced by any indirect benefit. How.
cver much the Premier may have failed
! to realise the high ideals to which he
the course of his
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policy speech at DMidland Junction
and during the course of his election-
eering campaign, when he was loud in
his declaration of the great work he was
going to perform in squaring up the
finances of the State, in spite of this,
whatever may bave been his failure in
this respect, he should have spared us
this reference to indirect benefit, a plati-
tude, which is the excuse of the bankrupi
to stave off the day of reckoning. Then
the third proposal of the Premier is the
means of remedying the present financial
stringency. We bave his vague promise
that in the sweet by and by he is going
to encourage economical administration.
I am prepared to say that at all times,
whether we have a full and overfiowing
revenue or whether we have a depleted
revenue, it is always essential to have
economical administration, and I say
every member in the House can agree
with the Premier in this respect. Iam
rather doubtful as to the likelihood of
seeing that economical administration
from cur friends opposite.

Tre MixisTer For WoRKEs : Have we
not wade a start already ¥ )

Me. BATH: The Minister for Works
can take things comfortably, because as
far his predecessors in office were con-
cerned, they put their proposals into
practice in regard to the work of adminis-
tration, and they effected that economy
in administration which the hon. gentle-
man must be enjoying to-day. Tn order
te lend some colour of justification to
their desire to evade what is really the
direct issue as to the financial proposals,
and in order to lend seme colour of
justification to the pathetic appeal to be
allowed to get into recess to effect these
economies 1o administration, we have a
most elaborate return laid on the tuble
by the Treasurer. I am quite prepared
to admit that ne doubt this return is
aceurate in regard te details, and that a
considerable amount of labour was spent
in its preparation, but I join issue with
the Premier in regard to the accuracy of
the basis on which he rests the contention
that the administration in this State is
mote extravagant as compared with other
States. I say that as far as the civil
service of the State is concerned—and in
speaking of the civil servants 1 wish to
distingmsh between the employees in our
various departwents and the casual
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hands and temporary hands empleyed on
the railways and various works—as far
as the civil service 13 concerned, we
may say to the public servants that
they are treated on the whole very
well, and as the result of that fair
meed of treatment we get a fair
return in the labour  they give wus.
And we must take into consideration, as
has been done in this return, the differ-
ence in the cost of living and the sparse
nature of the population and the wide
area over which they extend in deter-
mining the cost in this State as com-
pared with other States. One portion of
the return, as submitted by the Premier,
absolutely disproves his contention as to
the costliness of our adwinistration. We
find in the cownparison as to the adminis-
tration expenditure under the various
heads, on which we have the actual
administration expenditure in Western
Australia, what it would be in Western
Australia were the Government con.
structed on the special lines which
were conducted in the other States. We
have only to turn to the Mines Depart-
ment and we find the actual expenditure
in Western Australia is £64,503. If
that were based on the lines ruling in the
other States it woald only be £15,000
in Queensland, £18,000 in New South
Wales, £17,000 in South Australia,
£17,000 in Victorin. Then again, deal-
ing with land and lund surveys, the
acteal expenditure in Western Australia
ig practical'y £130,000. If the expendi-
ture were based on similar lines in
Queensland it would be £52,000, in New
South Wales £96,000, in South Aus-
tralia £31,000, and in Victoria £25,000.
Then in cobnection with the expenditure
in our Medical Department, the actual
expenditure in Western Australia is
£69,000. If it were based on similar
lines adopted in other Australian States,
it would be £50,000 in Queensland,
£23,000 in New South Wales, £38,000
in South.Australia, and £24,000 in Vie-
toria. The same thing applies in a lesser
degree in regard to Government gardens,
pirks, and recreation grounds and the
stipendiary magistracy. T contend that
the administratlive expenditure in this
State is higher than the other States
because the State here enters more
largely into the life of the people than is
done in the other States. The State
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does wore in the way of providing ser-
vices for the people; it provides more
conveniences and does more work for
those engaged in our mining, agricul-
tural, and timber industries free of charge
than is dome in the other States. We
bave ouoly to refer to the fuct that we
provide free surveys, except in the case
of grazing and poison leases, in Western
Australia, whercas in the other States
they make people pay for the surveys.
‘We have only to refer to the fact that a

large proportion of onr expevditure on’

the mining industry is expended in the
direction of water supply, in putiing
down bores and wells and in other direc-
tions assisting the industry. It is this
fact that we do so¢ much for our people
for the encouragement of these industries,
and not to the fact that we have an over-
loaded civil service, or that they are paid
an exorbitant rate, that our administra-
tion expenditure here is higher than in
the other States. If we were to say that
we are not going to assist the people any
longer, that they must pay the cost of
their own surveys, and if they want wells
on the goldfields they must pay the cost
of them by some form of taxzation; if we
say that we decline to render assistance
at all, the relative cost of administration
in Western Australia would be on a par
with that in the Eastern States. Then
again we must also bear in mind that in
proportion to the population we have
expended a much larger amount of money
and built a much longer mileage of rail-
way than have any of the other States.
I have prepared a return showing the
percentage of railways built in this State
compared with the other States. We
show a larger wileage than the uther
States do in comparison with the popula-
tion. In New South Wales they have
one mile to 431 people; in Queensland
they have one mile to 178 people; in
South Australia they have one mile to
194 people; in Tasmania they have one
mile to 290 people ; and in Victoria they
have one wmile to 358 people; and in
Western Australia we have one mile to
112 people. It stands to reason with
that mileage of railway to a much
smaller proportion of people, the cost of
operating these railways must be con-
siderably higher. Therefore any cown-
parison representative of the cost with
the other Australian States that does
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not take this into consideration is abso-
lutely valueless so far as a comparison is
concerned.

At 630, the CHarrman left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed,

Mz. BATH (continuing): When the
House rose for tea, I had been endeavour-
ing to show that the return submitted to
us by the Premier to indicate that the
¢nst of administration n  Western
Australia was extravagant, when cow-
pared with the cost in other States, could
pot be regarded as reliable, if we take all
the circumstances into consideration. I
have also in the course of my remarks
dealt at length with the measures sub-
mitted by the Premier as a solution of
the financial problem, but in order to
impress them on the minds of members I
will again sum them up as follows:—
First, his financial veturn showing an
estimated deficit of £132,000; second,
the Estimates show a serious reduction
in the expenditure provided for publiv
works and buildings from revenue, and
also for the eucouragement of our
primary industries; and thbird, we are
to be compensated for this by a luvish
loan expenditure, T presume on public
works and buildings, and also on some of
those proposals for spur lines and railway
ecommunication in the agricultural dis-
tricts which have been foreshadowed at
various times by the hon. gentieman and
his colleagues at agricultural shows and
other like social gatherings. And in the
fourth place we are to have no retrench-
ment and to all intents and purposes no
new taxation. I wish to emphasise the
latter point, because it carries with it an
explanation of the voluminous return
which has been submitted to us by the
Premier, and proves it to be merely an
attempt to belster up the Premicr's
failure to show any courageous initiation
or any display of ability to deal with the
financial situation, What is the under-
lving object which the Minister had in
presenting this return and in waking
light of the deficit? It was done, 1
submit, in order that they might ignore
the one soletion of the financial position.
We know how prominently, not only
members o this side of the House, hut
also a number of members on the Minis-
terial side, have declared themselves
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ardent advocates of taxation on Lhe un-
improved value of land, and expressed
their firm and continued adherence to
that principle. I recognise, of course,
that in order to save themselves from the
charge of having broken election pledges,
some of them have at least left to them-
selves a line of retreat, inasmuch as they
have declared that while they are con-
sistent advocates of this principle they
will not favour it unless some necessity
is shown for new taxation, and unless
the Premier in his remarks to the House
declares that such new taxation is neces.
sary. When those advocates of the
principle of a tax on the unimproved
value of land, those who regard it as an
equitable tux, those who have stated on
the platform that they believe it will be
an ¢quitable tax to replace the loss of
revenue, occasioned in relation to those
special imposts which have been reduced
as a result of the Federal contract, and
which they have repeatedly declared were
a class of iwpost falling heavily upon
just that portion of the community least
able to bear such an inequitable tax—
when those gentleinen remember we have
the Premier’s declaration that we will
have a deficit of £130,000, when they
recollect that for the five months which
have already passed there is a deficit
amounting to £124,000, and when they
examine the cheap-jack methods which
have been put forward by the Premier in
order to get some rivulets of revenue, I
ask them whether the occasien has not
arrived when they should put their
view into practice and use their in-
fluence and weight in the House towards
securing a reform to which many of them
are committed. Omne cun of course
appreciate the reluctance of the Premier
to make any admission that such an im-
post is pecessarv. We know that he
must have regard not only to the suscep-
tibilities of a number of gentlemen who,
while supporters of land values taxation,
sit on the Ministerial benches, but also
those of members who are just as strongly
opposed to such a proposal or method of
tazation as the others are advocates of it.
When we remember the Premier's
speeches at the time he was seeking
election in 1901, und the reply he sub-
mitted o the head of the labour organis-
atious who asked his opinion on the pro-
posals embodied in the labour platform,
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and when we remember that the hon.
geotleman was then an enthusiastic sup-
porter of land values taxation, and
declared that he always had been a sup-
porter of it, and, if T mistake not, also
declared that if returned to Parliament

" he would support it in the future, what

we want to know is whether he is still »
supporter of that principle, whether he
is prepared to brave the resentment of

_ those who ure opposed to it, and who

i
1

will only support him so long as they
eonsider he is not likely to introduce such
a proposal; or whether, in the interim
between his declaration on that oceasion
and the present time, he has changed his
opinions and hus altogether abandoned
the advocacy of that eguitable measure
of reforin.  We also Jmow that in other
campaigns which the Minister for Mines
has fought be has declared his undying
support and belief in this principle; and
although his chief had declared he had
no intention of introducing it, he even
went so far as to say that personally he
was strongly in favour of the proposal,
and he used it, I believe, with good
effect during the course of his election
speeches.  Apparently the hop. gentle-
man has altered his opinions, or, as
I have remarked before, the evil
communication into which he has been
led has corrupted his good manners in
regard to this propesal. We find him
trying to justifv his desertion of the
prineiple by stating thut the people were
taxed to such an extent now that there
was no room or no need for fresh taxation.
In the course of some remarks in an after-
dinner speecrh in connection with the
Bridgetown Show, the hon. gentleman
wade the ridiculous statement that the
taxation in the State of Western Australia
amounted to £14 6s. 7d. per head. [Mex-
BER: Thut was after dinner.] I do unot

. know whether it was before dinner or

after dinner; bhut, even if it was after
dinner, surely the hon. gentleman should
huve sufficient knowledge and sufficient
consideration not to make such an absurd
statement without at least acquainting
himself with the facts of the case. T do
not wish to do the hon. member an in-
justice, but T have taken the trouble to
loak up the report of the hen. gentleman’s
remarks on that occasion. After dealing
with the necessity for shorter sessions,
less legistation and more good adminis-
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tration, the hon. gentleman said—(I
quote the words from the report appear-
ing in the paper)—*' The present tazation
of Western Australia amounted to some-
where about £14 6s. 7d. per head of the
population. There had been so much
new legislation that increased expenditure
had to be provided to pay inspectors and
that kind of thing.” I want to show the
hon. gentleman that the taxation in
Western Australia is nothing like £14
per head. Tt is not much over £4, to
leave ont the £10. I have not the latest
return available. The last return I saw
issued or published was to the effect that
the taxation per head of the population in
Western Australia was £5. Since then
we have had a farther reduction in the
gliding scale, and I will be very much
surprised to learn that the amount is
much over £4. What the hon. gentle-
man did —and it bas been very con-
vement for not only the Minister for
Mines, but also his colleagues, to say and
do the same thing—was to confuse the
taxation in Western Auatralia with the
payment which the people make for the
use of the services which the State pro-
vides. That is the great difference in
Western Australia. The Governwment
provide railway cowmmuuication, which is
a trading concern, and the hon. member
has introduced a Bill in order to dif-
ferentiate between this trading coneern
and the ordinary taxation of the State.
We are also doing more in the way of
providing a water supply in Western
Australia than iz done in any other State ;
and the result is that lumping the whole
of the items as distinct from taxation the
amount may show £14 per head, but the
actual taxation omly comes to £5 per
head, and when you want to convince the
people that we do not want any more
taxation it is very convenmient to lump
those items together, and to say the
people are taxed to the extent of £14 per
head of the population. I have known
occasions in this House when the present
Colonial Treasurer was very careful to
differentiate hetween these ilems, and to
assure people that in confusing these
two items, pauyment for services and
taxation, they were doing an injus-
tice to the reputation of the State.
I could understand hon. members’ oppo-
sition to a praposal for securing, by a tax
on unimproved land values, the unearned
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increment accroing from the values of

.lands, if they could show that in any

State where such a tax is imposed
it has resulted in failnre or in harm
to the community. But, on the other
hand, we know that indirect taxation
is always the kind of taxation which
people do not feel acutely, and which
affords an opportunity to those ad-
ministering the finances to be extrava.
gant without exciting public eriticism.
Did we nol know that, we could give some
credence, some attention to menibers’
opposition to this proposal. But we
have only to point, for instance, 1o the
result of the imposition of this tax, in
common with other taxes, in New Zealand,
in order to show that it has worked
advantageously to that comwunity. Of
course, T have heard it argued by mem-
bers that the prosperity of New Zealand
is not due to any policy pursued by the

‘Government, but to the inherent resources

of the State and the great fertility of the
soil. But we know the condition of
things in New Zealand prior to 1890.
We know that the country then possessed
exactly the same resources that it has
now, that the soil was just as fertile, the
timber just as good, the gold of precisely
the same value; yet we find that before
the initiation of the programme of the
Liberal-Laboeur alliance in New Zealand,
population was leaving New Zealand, and
the country was practically on the verge
of bunkfuptcy. We find that since the
adoption of that policy, combined with
the compulsory purchase of large estates,
since the Government have settled the
lands along their railway lines, they have
been able to increase the population to
an abnormal degree. The revenue has
gone up by leaps and bounds. Without
increasing the individual burdens on the
people the Government have been enabled,
by the great accretion to their railway
revenue, to make reduction after reduc-
tion in the railway rates to the advantage
of the farmer, while at the-same time the
railway rvevenue has in the aggregate
increased.

Hox. F. H. Presse: Their railway
rates are not so low as ours,

Mer. BATH: T should like the hon.
member, before urging that as an argu-
ment, to compare the capital cost of the
railways in Western Australia with the
cost in New Zealand, and to base his
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argument ou that comparison. He wil)
find that the capital cost of the New
Zealand railways was much higher than
the cost .of ours, and that, therefore, in
order to pay interest on capital, the New
Zealand rajlway rates must be somewhat
higher than those of this State. But the
fact remains that the New Zealand

Grovernment have time and time again |
' the people of this State. But in.the

reduced their railway rates, yet their
railway revenue continues to increase,
and their population continues to flourish,
I know that to-day New Zealand enjoys
an ers of prosperity not enjoyed by any
other State in Australasia, and the
people of New Zealand are so satisfied
with the Seddon administration that they
have sent them back to power with a
largely increased majority.

Hon. F. H. Presse: The prosperity is
not all attributable to the Ministry. The
country has great resources.

Mz. BATH : I have pointed out to the
hon. member that it had exactly the same
resources in 1890; therefore it is only
fair to assume that the result is due to
the wise, careful, and intelligent adminis-
tration of the affairs of that State. I
should like to refer also to the conduct
of the Treasurer of another State, who
was faced with circumstances some-
what similar to those which now face the
Treasurer of Western Australisn. We
know that for years and years, as
the result of the reign of the “Con-
tinuous Administration” in Queensland,

1
|

[14 Decemner, 1905.] Financial Policy Debate. 475

tions for carrving on public works; the
huge deficit which faced him when he
tock office has been reduced during the
last two years in which he has held power,
and a surplus is shown on the last half-
vear's operations. That is the sort of
policy which commends itself te the
people of Queensland, and the sort of
policy which should commend itself to

Budget Speech of our Treasurer, no such
statesmanlike qualities exist. As mem-
bers of a Legislature which is supposed to
walch the interests of the people, and
above all things to guard the State
finances, we should ask the present
Government to keep to their promise,
and to effect economies in administration.
I think that any member who has summed
up the situation iu the short time at his
disposal must candidly admit that there
is but one remedy on this occasion—to
find new sources of revenue. We know
that our taxation has heen reduced,
because we have bad a decreased return

. from the Customs; and anyone who has

studied the finances knows that the

. decrease was largely bronght about by

that Ministry piled up a huge deficit, and

increased the lvan expenditureto an abnor-

mal degree so as to avoid the imposition of |

fresh taxation, with the result that when

the people were given an opportunity by |
the extension of the franchise to ezercise

an influence on the counsels of the country,
the continuous Gtovernment had te go.

The new Treasurer, when he faced the °

situation, recognised in the first place
that he must cut his coat to swmt the cloth ;
he plainly told the people of Queensland
that there would have to he decreased
expenditure from revenue, in order that
the revenne might balance the expendi-
ture; and he told them also that he
would put his foot down on any proposal
to make up such deficiency by a resort to
borrowing money from the foreign money-
lender. The result is that the Queens-
land Treasurer has not had to resort to
the money market to secure lpan flota-

the reduction of taxation resulting from
the abolition of the sliding scale. I
believe that is recogaised by the majority
of the people of the State; I Dbelieve

' that, judging by the opinions of those

returned to this House, a majority
of the people favour, and strongly
favour, taxation on the unimproved value
of land. I believe that the majority of
this House, if we can judge by their
election speeches, are also pledged to that
reform. And befors the general discus-
sion on this item closes, I will give mem-
bers an opportunity of deciding whether
that reform should be introduced, whether
they will carry out the pledges they made
to their coustituents. To give that-
opportunity I will, before this discussion
(iosi?s, move that the item be reduced by
10.

[8 ¢'clock.]

Me. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet) :
I regret to say | am of opinion that the
Budget Speech of the Treasurer, delivered
a few nights ago, eannot even by his most
sanguine supporters be characterised as
of a reassuring nature. Asto the finances,
despite the fact that the expenditure has
been cut down, we are faced with a
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serious deficit during the coming year.
Not only are we faced with a deficit, but
very necessary expenditure has been
reduced. Eeonomy has certainly been
exercised, but not in administration ; and
we find no such economy in going through
the Estimates. The cost of administration
has in every instance been increased ; there
has been an increase in the cost of admin-
istering every department; and if there
has been any saving, it has been effected
by refusing to give to the people of the
State the facilities necessary if the de.
velopment of the State is to proceed.
From the Treasurer’s own figures, we find
that the estimated revenue for this finan-
cial year is £3,634,887. The actual
revenue for last year was £3,615,340.
Heuce the revenue this year will be
£19,000 more than was recerved last year
by the Daglish Government. The expen-
diture for this year, despite the increase
in revenue, has been cut down from
£3,745,224 to £3,721,217; and there is
being spent this year, on our public works
and undertakings, the sum of £24,007.
Lastyear I remember how the present Pre-
mier and several gentleren nowin his Cabi-
net went through the length and breadth
of the State and denounced the Daglish
Government because it had, in their
opinion, stopped all public works; be-
cause 1t had brought great distress on
the people, and had put back for 2 decade
the progress of the State. One would
bave thought that those persons, desiring
to keep the promises they made on that
occasion to the people, and profiting by
the experience of the late Government,
would have come into power determined
not only to clear off the deficit, but to
provide sufficient money to carry on
efficiently the development of the State.
But that is not so. We are faced with a
.deficit. There is less money to be ex-
pended ; and what increased expenditure
there is is absolutely spent on adminis-
tration. A progressive public works
. policy is not being proceeded with ; less
money is being spent on public works;
and n consequence, the depression now
existing will exist, I have no doubt, while
the present Government is in power.
Again, the Treasurer told the House
that, despite the very bad state of the
finances, it was not his intention to re-
trench ; but at the same time, wherever
his Government thought it necessary to
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Finauneiol Policy Debate.

use the pruning knife, they would not
hesitate in its applicition. I have no
doubt that when the (Governmeunt get
into recess, thev will find great need for
retrenchment, and that retrenchment will
absolutely be effected, because it is neces-
sary, if the Grovernment do not wish their
deficit to increase from their present
estimate of £132,000 to £200,000. Per-
somally, I believe that, when the next
Budget is presented to the House, the
deficit will be nearly £200,000. Now
we are assured that it will nof ex-
ceed an Aimount equal to £132,000; but
unless we have farther taxation or re-
trenchinent, it inust total £200,000, which
is mot a very bright outlook for tne
people of this State. The Government
are not carrying out retrenchment as we
generally look for it, that is, by cutting
down - the salaries of civil servaots, but
they are retrenching in a direction that
more materially affects the people. They
are cutting off from the people of the
State facilities which are necessary if the
back portions of the country arc to be
developed. They have not provided for
public works absolutely essential to the
development of the State. They have
not presented any public works policy
at all, though they taik about spur rail-
ways and a hundred and one other things
which are not at present within realisa-
tion. They are denving to the people in
several portions of the State, with the
exception of one or two constituencies
represented by Ministers, facilities which
should be given if these districts are to
be developed. People want railway com-
munteation and wedical officers, and
they must have hospitals and schools,
and they must have money spent on water
supply and in building roads and bridges;
but these are all denied beeause the Gov-
ernment are not doing their duty to the
State as a Government comprising alleged
statesmen should do. I have gone care-
fully through these Estimates; and having
compared them with the Estimates pre-
sented last year, I find that there is
less money being spent in bwilding roads
and bridges and in providing for schools,
water supply, batteries, and things neces-
sary for the people, than was spent by
the Government headed by Mr. Daglish.
Is this progressive ? Is it the state of
things that people thought would bhe
brought about when they elected this huge
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majority # Ttis nol. The people thought
that the Premier was going to bring
about a boow, that there would be public
works in every part of the State, and
that the Premier would settle the finances ;
but these poor deluded people who voted
for the members on the Government side
of the House have heen absolutely sold
by the people who represent them. 1
have said that I believe the deficit is going
to be greuter than the sum estimated by
the Treasurer. It is only natural the
Treasurer should be under the impres-
sion thut the deficit will not equal the
sum which the majority of members think
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TrE Treasurer: That is not so.

Mr. TROY : The condition of affairs
in Perth is worse than it was three
months ago, and I have no hesitation in
saying that the position of affairs in the
buck country is considerably worse.

Mz. F. H. Piesse: What do you call
the back country ?

Me. TROY : For instance the whole of
North Coolgardie is in u worse condition
to-day.

Mr. Tavror: The capitalistic Press,
the North Coolgardie Herald to wit, keeps

* that fact dark.

it will, and it is only natural that he |

should try to reassure the people of this
State and to again delnde them as they

have been deluded in the past; but .
let us take the figures for the months °

during which the present Ministry have
been in power. There has been a deficit,
with the exception of September. In
September there was a surplus for which

the Government were not responmsible. '

‘They cannot be credited with it, because
it was brought about by an increase in
the receipts from the Commonwealth and

by increased receipts from rents in con- |

nection with our lands. The Government
were able to show a surplus that month.
Since then, what hus been the result? In
October there was a deficit of £17.000
and, as the mouths roll by, we find that

the deficit is increasing, In Novemberit |

amounted to £73,282,

THE 'TREASURER:
September ?

Mr. TROY : I told the Treasurer that
he had a small surplus, but it was not
due to his adwimstration, though he
was willing at the time to take ad-
vantage of it. It was due to the fact
that our land rents, being paid quar-
terly, were paid inthat month,and that we
received from the Commonwealth a much
greater swin of money thun we anticipated.
The Treasurer wasable to show a surplus
i that month, and he took advantage of
it and let it be understood that the drift,
in our finances had ceased, that a strong
man had taken charge of affairs who with
a firm hand would straighten things.
Notwithstanding this, we find a lurger
deficit in November and less money
being spent on public works. At present
there are more unemployed than there
were three months ago

What was 1t in

Mr. TROY : Notwithstanding that we
have a new Minister for Mines and a
modest and big-bearted Premier, the
pusition in the back conntry is worse than
it wus three months ago. I want mem-
bers on the Government side of the
House to for once throw aside their pre-
judices and see the actual position of
affuirs. If they inquire into the matter
they will find that something is needed
to bring about the improvement necessary
for the proper development of the State.
It may be that our deficit may net
reach the point I imagine it will.
The Q@Government muay borrow some
millions of pounds within the next 12
months, and may be able to continue our
public works out of loan funds instead
of building them out of revenue, as has
been done by their predecessors in the
past, and by counserving their revenue
they wnay be able to show that their
deficit is not so very large after all, and
they may, in a sense, delude the people
of the State. Unless they do that, in
order to straighten the finances of the
State we must have either increased
taxation or retrenchment ; and from what
I can see at present and from what I can
gather from the remarks of the Treasurer,
it is possible that we may have both
before we can settle the finances of the
State. The Premier the other night
made a few, what I consider to be, most
unworthy remarks upen the administra-
tion of his predvcessor, and he unfor-
tunately laid empbasis on points that
would discredit his predecessors, and
which, he thought, would put his Govern-
ment in a better light. I have no desire
to champion the cause of the last
Premier, because it was his work on
which the '[reasurer laid mast emphasis.
I have no doubt the member for Subiaco
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will, before the close of this debate, prove
that what has been asseried by the
Treasurer is absolutely incorrcet. The
Treasurer said a great deal about the
loan raised by the previous Treasurer
just before he went. out of office; and
though special emphasis has been laid
on that loan, the Treasurer has not told
us that almost the whole of the money
raised was handed over to him. To-day
he is carrying on the works of the State
by means of that loan.
honest he should bhave have told us how
that money was raised and how it is being
spent. If he had done so members would
have had a better opinion of him than
they have now. The Treasurer wus good
enough to remark that the time has
come when the matter of administration
demands the consideration of the Govern-
ment, the Parliament, and the people of

Surely, to be ;
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the State. ‘The Treasurer said, “1am .

not prepared to aek this House to impose
farther taxation beyond what is asked by
me for the ostensible purpose of carrying
on developmental work but really for
what I am beginning to believe is a some-
what needlessly costly establishinent. I
am not prepared to ask the House to
agree to an income tax until T am satisfied
that the funds at the disposal of the
Treasurer are expended economically and
satisfactorily.”

Tae CEatRMAN (MR. IuniNgwoRTH) :
The hon. member
reading a speech made this session.

Mz. TROY : I have no desire to refer
again to the few remarks of the Premier,
but T want to say that, although he says
he is not satisfied that there must be
extra taxation, it must be in the minds of
members of this House that extra taza-
tion is necessary. T have no doubt those
who sit behind the Treasurer are ab-
solutely of the opinion that we must
have farther taxation. Thold the opinion
that the Treasurer has made these re-
marks without giving the matter proper
consideration. Otherwise how are we
going to straighten our finances and bring
about that state of affairs which this
Groverninent was sent here to bring about?
Why could not the House, instead of
during the past two or three days, or
during the past month and during the
time we have been assembled here, been
engaged debating paltry Bills of no bene-
fit to the country, have discussed measures

is not in order m '
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deuling with land taxation, with an in-
come tax and an absentee tax?¥ Had
these measures been brought down, I
have no hesitation in saying they would
not have caused much opposition, and as
much time would not have heen wasted
as has been on the paltry measures
brought duwn by the Government. We
have members on the Government side
calling themselves statesmen bringing
down to the House a few paltry measures
that are not worthy of serious considera-
tion. The Minister for Works, who is
now absent, is patron of an institution at
Busselton called the Busselton Debating
Society, and these measures that have
been 1ntroduced to the House are not
even fit to be debated Ly such a society.

Tue CHaiemMaN: The member must
not cast reflections on the Bills hefore
the House.

Mr. TROY: I will say these Bills
may, to members on the Government
side, be very desirable, but to members
in Opposition they are not worthy of
consideration. It is an insull to the in-
telligence of the House to take up the
time of wembers in discussing suche
measures, During the time we bave been
assembled here this session why could
not we bave had measures which ave
necessary in the interests of the people
of the State, and necessary for the wel-
fare of the State? Why could we not
have bad a measure providing for land
taxation ? There is plenty of room for
such a measure, and it is very necessary.

TaE MIN1sTER FOR Lanps: You had
12 months; why did vou not bring in
such a Bill ?

Mg. TROY : During the six months
the late Government were in power, a
Bill was prepared, and had the present
Government been honest in their desire
to bring forward such legislution, it was
to their hands and could have been
brought forward. Surely this cabinet of
statesmen, who imagine they constitute
the brains of the State, are coulpetent to
bring down measures worthy of being
discussed. The Govermnent have abso-
lutely failed in their promises to the
people of the State, and the Government
are condemned by the paltry exhibition
which they have made in this Chamber
during the past month. Aguin, there is
the question of an income tax. Surely
our time ¢ould have been better occupied
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had the Government brought down a Bill -
providing for the imposition of a tax on -

incomes. And would not such a tax be
justifiable ? T have no desire to go into
the merits of such a tax, but every
member knows such a tax is jostifiable,
and would bring more revenne into the
coffers of the State than will be brought
in by the tax on totalisators and race-
courses and increased stamp duties. An
incomne tax would have done more for the
State and brought in more revenue, and
have given more mouney to assist in the
development of the State. It would have
provided the money required for building
roads and railways and bridges, and pro-
viding for water supplies and hatteries on
the goldfields. These measures I have
mentioned would have hrought in
- sufficient revenue to clear up our finances.
Why on earth is the time of the House
wusted by discussing such measures as
we have had before us during the past
month? Time after time members on
the Opposition side have cntered their
protest against the time of the House
being wasted by the introduction of
paltry measures. I hope never again
in the House will any Government flout
the wishes of the people by introdncing
petty measures suck as have been brought
forward this session. There is another
measure that would have done a good
deal towards straightening the finances
—a tax on absentees. Such a tax
has been placed on absentees in almost
every other State in Australia, but here
in Western Australia, where to-day we
have a decreasing revenue and a deficit,
no mention is made of the introduction
of such a Bill, Surely the Premier and the
members of the Government must be
blind to the best interests of the State, or
they would have brought forward a
measure providing for a tax on absentees.
I appeal to the democratic members on
the Government side, because there are
some there. I judge of their democracy
by their utterances. We have the Minister
for Mines at Menzies advocating a tax on
land, and T believe the member for Kal-
goorlie advocated a similar tax, I know
the member for Katanning is’in favour
of such a tax, and surely these members
could have used their influence with the
(tovernment in favour of such a measure.
I was going to leave out the member for
South Fremantle, but by his special re-
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quest I will mention him. Had it not
been for the interjection, I should have

* failed to recognise in the member for

- of land.

South Fremantle one of the democratic
members of the Assembly. I am sure
that the member for Katanning is in
favour of a tax on the unimproved value
That gentleman has expressed
that opinion in my bearing, and I am
aure, despite the fact that he now sits
behind a conservative Government, he
holds that opinion to-day just as rigidly
as he did 12 months ago. I can only
express my surprise that he and others
sitting on the Grovernment side did not
compel the Government to bring forward
measures which in their minds they
know to be essential. In New Zealand,
many yewrs ago, the people and the
Government of that country were faced
with a gimilar position that faces the
Government of this State to-duy, and
instead of allowing things to dnft, in-
stead of being confident by a big majority
at their back und winking their eyes at
everything, they set about straightening
up things a bit, and introduced the
measures which I have mentioned. For
years New Zealand was allowed fo drift,
and for years the position of affairs
becane worse. We have a similar posi-
tion to-day. Month by month the deficit
is becoming larger. In New Zealand,
instead of considering a few conservative
people, the democratic Premier imposed a
tax on the unimproved value of land, a
tax on incomes, and an absentee tax. By

+ this means the finances of New Zealand

were straightened up, money was secured
for the development of that country, and
to-day, by democratic legislation there,
New Zealand is miles ahead of any other
country in the Southern Hemisphere.

Mg.J. J. Houmes: There is no Labour
party there.

Mr. TROY : There may be no Labour
party there, but there are men with in-
stincts as democratic as the Labour party.
There is no Labour party in New Zealand
because there is no member holding such
opinions as the member for East Fre-
mantle does. It is the presence of such
men who make it necessary to have a
Labour party. They will not insist on
democratic legislation, and for that reason
the Labour party has come into existence.
Before I depart from this question of the
position of our finances, I have to express
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my great regret that the Government
of this State have not assumed u more
progressive attitude. Ifthey had, despite
the fact that I sit in Opposition, T would
have welcomed and supported a demo-
cratic Government in this House. But
the Government have no inlention of
becoming democratic. On the eve of un
election, certain members may have de-
mocratic opinions, and say that the policy
of the Labour party is the policy they
advocate, but when they come into the
House they hold widely different opinions,
and they are not game to express the
opinions they honestly bold. We find
that in connection with the expenditure,
and I have looked over it, there is, as [
have asserted, and will assert on every
possible occasion, no economy exercised
in  administration. The Government
want to get into recess because they told
the people of the State that admimistrn-
tion was more esgential at the present
time than legislation. Everyone who has
gone through the Estimates will find
that there is no economy effected in the
administration. In every department I
find that all the increases in expenditure
are in administration, either in the way
of salaries or providing positions for
persons in the clerical departments of
the State. The expenditure in eonnec-
tion with various works is decreased,
and altogether to my mind, the position
is more hopeless than ever. In the
Colonial Treasurer’s department I find
there is an increased expenditure in
connection with the upkeep of our
perks and libraries and museums and
art galleries. I want & know why
it s that we have this increused expen-
diture in connecticn with the parks
in the metropolitan area?
increased expenditure necessary to-day in
the public library and the museum ? Tsit
because there is to-day a number of
members on the Government side of
the House absolutely indifferent to the
majority of the people of the State?
When we find the finances in such a bad
position, when we find the State drifting
day by duy and month by month into a
more serious condition of affairs, when we
find the State drifting into troubled
waters, these increases could have been
laid aside until the wants of the people
in the agricultural, pastoral, and mineral
arcas of the State had been looked to.

Why is the °
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Mr. Hovumes: Did not the drift com-
mence when your party was in power P

MempER: Has it not gone further
since ¥

Mr. TROY: The drift commenced
when the Government which preceded
the Government I supported was in
power, and I am surprised that the mem-
ber who represents East Fremantle did
not know that, because be was then a
supporter of that (fovernment, just as
to-day he is a supporter of those now
occupying the Treasury benches. [MEM-
BER: Blind following.| Blind following
and deaf and dumb following. Could
we nol have allowed the metropolitan
parks, museums, art galleries, and a
hundred and one ornaments which the
majority of the people in the State do not
care a rap about, to stand aside for a few’
years until our finances have been
siraightened up? And if the Ministry
desired to expend money—if they had
money to expend—how much better
would it be to spend this money in the
development of our variouk resources and
in alleviating the sufferings of the people
out of employment? There are a hun-
dred and one ways in which money could
have been expended in a better manner
than that proposed. It iz a deplorable
thing to find members on that (Govern-
ment)side, representing places where there
wre people in absoluté poverty, voting
amounts of money to keep up parks,
mwuseums, and go forth in the metropolitan
areas, Are those membersblind to the in.
terests of the people they represent ?
Surely when we discuss these items mem-
bers who represent the remote portions of
the State, members who represent agricul-
tural constituencies, the members who
represent Collie and Kalgoorlie, will
vote that these amounts be etruck
off and the money be used for pur.
poses  more  beneficial and more
in the manner required by the
people of this State. 'The wember for
Collie represents a constituency where
there is very great distress, where there
has been great distress, and where there
will be great distress, if Le follows the
presont Government and allows them to
waste mouney in administration instead of
using it to carry on devolpment work in
his district. It may be that the hon.
member Lopes the Government will tender
for an increased supply of Collie coal.
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[Mr. Ewina: I hope so.] T have no

doubt. that his hope will be blasted, just
as has been the hope of a greal propor-
tion of the people of Western Australia
who sent to this House men following
the present Government. There is no
doubt about that, because the Estimates
prove these arguments conclusively. It
those members opposite had any interest
at all in their constituencies, would they
be behind a Government which is abso-
lutely starving the people of this™ State,
which iz putting the country back a
decade? Would they assist at bringing
about-a position of affairs which has
never been paralleled in any State in
Australia? 1 have to express disappoint-
ment at their demeanour and general
actions during the time they bave been
in this House. I feel that when they
look into these matters—I find the mem-
ber for Balkatta is at least studying the
Estimates—they will no longer give this
Government the subservient adherence
which they are piving at the present
time. Let we refer to the Minister for
Mines. Let rue ask that gentlemen if
to-day he. holds the same professions
as he did when he sat in the chair which
I now have the honour to occupy. [Mr.
Daorisa: Give notice of question.] I
remember when that gentleman used
every possible argument, and not the
fairest argument, to brving diseredit on
the Government I supported at that
time. I remember when he got up from
this seat, and told the House and country
how the Government then in power were
absolutely ruining the country; how he
told them they increased the cost of
administration ; and how in every way
the country was being sacrificed by
people on that (Government) side of the
House. [MemBER: And the country be-
lieved it.] I remember that on one dis-
cussion thbe Minister for Mines charged
the then Premier with having appoioted
& public service comrmisstoner, and,
having, by the appointment of that com-
missioner, brought about costly adminis-
tration. One would bave thought that
the hou. member, having voiced that
opinion strongly and emphatically here,
and in other parts of the country—he
voiced it at the genmeral election in his
own cunstituency-—would have kept his
promise and have come here prepared to
abolish that commissioner.
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The MivisTer For Miwes: I do not
think the commissioner was appointed

. then.

e ——— L e . —_

Mr. Borton : The Bill was before the
House and you spoke on the Bill.

Mr TROY : I the Minister guestions
what T say let me refer him to the
speeches he made during the electious in
the Menzies district. Did he notsay that
the Civil Service Bill wonld Dbecome a
curse to the State? Did he not say it was
necessary it should be repealed? -The
hon. member having given expression to
the opinion that the Daglish Government
by appointing such a commissioner had
increased the cost of administration to
the State, why. did he not,- instead " of
bringing down such paltry measures as
have Dbeen introduced, bring down a
measure for rescinding the Civil Service
Act. Why did he not keep his word?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
ask you, sir, to make the hon. member
withdraw that statement.. I never said
I would try to bave the Public Service
Act repealed. I remember making a
speech, but I never made such a state-
mett as that.

Tue CHATRMAN (to Mr. Troy): The
hon. inember denies the statement.

Mg. TROY: Ishall withdvaw the state-
ment if the hon. member denies it, and 1
only say the hon. member iust not
blame we, but must blawe that very
erratic organ called the North Coolgardie
Herald, which circulates so extensively in
his electorate, and in which, I believe, he
is somewhat slightly interested. Seeing
that members sitting on the other side of
the House last year condemned the cost
of this civil service commissioner and the
costly administration of the office, why do
they bring down in the Estimates farther
eost in connection with the same commis-
sioner ¥ In connection with the adminis-
tration of that particular department,
there is au increase of £549, and I want
to ask the people of this country whether
that does not give the lie direct to the
people who made a very great deal of
noise about the Daglish Government
having increased the cost of administra-
tion by the appointment of a public ser-
vice commissioner. I want to know why
this inerease of £349 is necessary, Is it
because Ministers are unable to control
their departments? Ts it because they are

. upable to economise in connection ‘with
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administration ? Oris it becanse it is ab-

solutely necessary and essential 7 Surely
the country requires some explanation
of this matter, especially after the ex-
pressions that were used here when the
Estimates were before the House on the
last occasion and during the last general
election. Surely members on that side
of the House have reasen to get up and
give an explanation to their constituents.
Even their own caucus conld be violated
in deference to the wishes of their con-
stituents, if they were to get up hereand
give their reasons for supporting a Gov-
ernment which has increased the cost of
administration, Did not every member
come here on this oceasion with a charge
from his constituents to straighten up the
finances and to decrease the cost of ad-
ministration? I want to know why are
members on that side of the House
silent when they have such startling facts
as are shown on these Estimates. Surely
members on the other side of the House are
expected by their" constituents to have
some opinions of their own and to ex.
press them. I think—and am of opinion
that the member for Swan, who so
learnedly and with such experience dis-
cnssed the caucus, will agree with me—
that it is a very bad thing for the State,
after all, when we have such a majority as
that on the other side of the Houss,
absolutely controlled by cancus, declining
to say a word to the people of the State
on the most mmportant matter which
concerns them.

Tae Premier: You do not give them
much latitude.

Me. TROY: And if 1 did, judging
from my experience during the past two
or three days, and since I have known
these gentlemen, I do not think they
would avail themselves of that oppor-
tunity ? I can sympathise with those
members. I regret, because any member
must regret, such an intolerable position
of affairs, such a disgraceful state of
things, that members, subservient to

their cancus, decline to give an
opinion on what affects them and
the people who sent them bere.

Could anyone have imagined such a
deplorable condition of affairs? T wish
to compare that state of things with what
occurred here during the discussion of the
last Estimates. The party now on this side
of the House, many of whom were my
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colleagues on that occasion, discussed
every item of the Estimates, and though
we were supporting the Government and
we gave the Estimates the fullest and
most earnest consideration. Our lead on
that occasion could now with considerable
advantage to the country and to them-
selves be followed by Government sup-
porters. When I see an hon. member
fondling a pillow, I cannot help regret-
ting that his constituents sent a pillow to
this House, instead of sending a member
to represent them. [M=z. GuLL: Some
have their beds ready.] I can but say,
from the experience I have had since
entering the House, that had the con-
stituents of those gentlemen sent beds
here, the beds would have done as much
useful work as the members who intend
to occupy those beds.

Mr. A. J. WiLson: Is the member for
the Swan (Mr. Gull) in order in inter-
jerting when out of his seat ?

Tue CraigMAN: The bon. member is
out of order in interjecting at all; and
the member for Forrest is out of order
for interrupting.

Mz. A. J. Winson: I submit, with due
respect to you, sir, that I am always in
order in rising to a point of order.

Mr. TROY: I was referring to the
increased cost of administration, and to
the fact that Government supporterscare
go little about the business of the country
being properly conducted. Leaving that
matter, I wish again to refer to the
increased cost of administration in every
department; and before I sit down, Mr.
Premier, I will prove to you that in every
department there has been an increase in
the cost of administration, and a decreased
expenditure on public works —a decrease
in expenditure absolutely necessary for
development purposes, and an increased
expenditure on administration.

Tre PrEmier: You have said that
many times.

Mr. TROY: And I will say it again.
When we remember that Ministers went
to the country and talked about the need
for economic administration and for less
legislation, we on this side of the House
desire to keep themr to their promises;
we wish to see exactly whether they have
kept their promises to the people, and we
find by the Estimates that such promises
have beer absolutely broken. Nor do I
find that the Premier or any Government
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supporter is ashamed of the action they
now take. If I promised my constituents
that I wonld du a certain thing, I should
do it; I bhave kept my word on every
possible occasion; and by keeping my
word I hope still to have the opportunity
of representing my constituency when no
member now sitfing on the Govern-
ment side will hold 2 seat in this
Chamber. Surely this iz the time
for us to throw aside all hypocrisy,
On the eve of a general election I can

understand wembers going to their con- |

stituents and promising things ; but from
the time I first entered Parliamect I
could never understand how inembers
can go outside and calumniate members
who hold other positions in the House.
Tae MinistER FoR Lawps: Do what ¥
Mr. TROY: You know perfectly weil,
becunse you have done it.
Premier that I could never understand
members, after sitting in Opposition,
leaving the House and bitterly assailing
the men on the other side. Aond surely
during the past twelve months Govern-
ment supporters did more of that than
they did of anything else; and after
having lead - the people to believe that
something was wrong, it might have been
expected of them that, profiting by the
fact that the people unfortunately believed
them, and gave the Premier and his Min-
istry a majority at their back, Ministers
would come here prepared to perform
their duty to the people who trusted them
at the last general elections. Though that
is a matter which to my mind is indeed
unfortunate for members on the Govern-
ment side, I hope that, profiting by the
lesson which is now being taught them
by the Opposition, members opposite will,
during next session, come to the House
prepared to carry out the work which is
required of them by the people of the.
State. And I can agsure members that

I tell the .
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ward ; hence T feel sure that those mem-
bers will soon compel the Government to
take vp the position which Ministers
themselves undertook to occupy when
returned by their constituents. Not only
does the Government not voice our feel-
ings in bringing down such a paltry
Budget as this, but it does not voice the
opinions and feelings of many members
on the Government side. And I can only
regret that though those wembers have
expressed their dissatisfaction elsewhere,
they are not prepared to express it in
this Chamber. But after all, the public
expression of that feeling may be a
reward in store for the capable statesmen
who pow occupy the Treasury bench.
We will now consider the Crown Law
Department. I have carefully looked
through this vote on the Estimates, and I
find that fewer facilitics are being given
the public to-day than were given 12
months ago. Very necessary facilities
have been taken away from the people,
facilities absolutely necessary if the Gov-
ernment are to serve the interests and the
wishes of those residing in remote parts
of the country. In this vote again we
find an increase in the cost of adminis-
tration. As I touch on every depart.
ment I find the same position of affairs:
decreased expenditure on public works
and in providing facilities for the people,
and an increased expeanditure on admin-
istration, The sawe conditions obtain in
the Crown Law Department. We find
an increased expenditure to the extent of
£1,700. Where is the boasted economy ?
What is the Goverument doing which
pledged itself to the eleclors to practise
economy in adwinistration ? Again I

_ ask, what justification is there for the

there is room for hope in this connection °

I know there are members on the other

side who are absolutely disgusted with |

the present Government and its nethods,
absolutely disgusted with the poor show
the Premier made in bringing in his
Budget. There are on the other side of
the House gentlemen who are under the
impression, and rightly under the impres-
gion, that the Premier bas not taken a
forward step, that he is not even marking
time, but that he is tauking a step back-

Oppousition allowing the Government to
go into recess that Ministers may attend
to administraiton ? Surely if their ad-
ministration is to be like that exemplified
i the Estimates, we are justified in
keeping the Government hefore the people
of the State for the next three months.
If Government supporters will only go
carefully through the Estimates, consider
all the items, and note how the people of
the State are being neglected, they will
assist the Opposition in compelling the
Governmeunt to bring forward a more
comprehensive policy. I remember, on
the occasion of the 1904 general elec-
tions, when you, Mr. Illingworth, had
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the honour to represent the eoustituency
of Cue, when Mr. James, then Premier
and now Agent General, pnid o visit
to Cue. He spoke at Mounit Mugnet
and at Lennonville also, and emphasised
the great need for a Circuit Court for
the Muzrchison, What is the resnlt?
To-day the question has not heen con-
sidered by the present Government, and
the Murchison iz as badly neglected
to-day as it ever was during the past
seven or cight years. I ask the Minister
for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory), who
represents Menzies, what is-he doing for
the northern country which sent him to
Parliament ? 1Is he giving the people of
that district the facilities which they so
strongly desire?  Everyone knows that
the cost of bringing law cases to Perth
is very high; that by refusing to pro-
vide Circuit Courts, to send a Judge to
hold sessions on the Murchison and at
Menzies, Leonora, and other remote
centres, we are compelling the people
who live in these districts to come to
Perth, at considerable expense, in order
to get justice.

Tue MiNisTer ror Mives: A Circuit
Court visits Kalgoorlie.

Mz. TROY: It does; but Kalgoorlie
is thousands of miles from the Mur.
chison, and surely if any portion of the
State should have a Circuit Court, the
Murchison should have it installed as
soon as possible. I will give several
instances of the need for that court; and
I know you are aware that what I say is
an actual fact. You have been appealed
to on several occasions to assist men
accidentally injured on the Murchison to
come to Perth for justice. One man
named Jenkins, injured at Day Dawn,
Lad to bring his witnesses to Perth, and
engage a lawyer to prosecate his claim
against the (reat Fingall Cowpany.
The expense amounted to nearly £300 ;
and T wish to ask members, how are poor
men in the back country to get justice?
They cannot, unless they have somcone
behind them who will pay their expenses.
That man was particularly fortunate
in having behind him a body of men who
subscribed the money necessary to carry
on his case; and but for that, he would
to-day be in some bome for incapable
persons, in some of our destitute asylums,
and would be a burden to the State.
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Mr. Horan: He would he in Parlia-
ment.

Mz. TROY: No; he would not bein
Parliament. When T look at the hon.
member interjecting, I must adwit that
the people do send some peculiar repre-
sentatives to Parliament. Still, they
draw the line somewhere. That is not
the only instance. I know of many cases
which have been dropped for want of
means. Many men injured in the
Murchison mines cannot bear the expense
of coming to Perth and waiting for
months to have their cases tried. And
in consequence those men area burden to
their relatives, and receive no compensa-
tion for their injuries. When we re-
member that on the Murchison are some
8,000 or 9,000 people, that the distriet is
very large, and that it is closer to the
East Murchison than the East Murchison
is to Kalgoorlie, surely we must admit
that there is some necessity for estab-
lishing a cirenit court in the Murchison
district.

Mg. Harpwick : The Daglish Govern-
ment must have overlooked the necessity.

[9 o’clock.] .

Mz. TROY : Iraieed my protest during
a discussion on the preceding Budget ; and
Treceived apromise from the then Minister
for Justice (Mr. R. Hastie) that if he were
in office on the next occasion he would
place a sum on the Estimates to pro-
vide for the establishwment of a Circuit
Court  in that portion of the State.
Until sach a Cireuit Court is established,
I intend to raise my voice on every pos-
sible vccasion against centralisation here
and in Kalgoorlie,. Not only does this
apply tothe Murchison, Menzies, Leonora,
and the East Murchison districts, but it
also applies to agricultural portions of
the State. Surely the Government must
know that there are muny poor people
who cannot bear the cost of coming to
Perth to secure justice, and that there is
necessity for establishing Circuit Courts
in the agricultural districts also; und if
they recognise this, I would take it as a
favour that they should tell the Honse
the ubsolute necessity for these facilities.
In Victoria and New South Wales there
are Circuit Courts in almost every locality.
Years and years ago, in the district in
which T was reared, though it was only a
small district, a Circuit Court was estab-
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lished ; and in every portion of that State ! this State are being denied rights which

facilitios are given to the people which
are denied here.

Mz. Browy: Why did ndt your party
give it to you lasl year ?

Me. TROY: It will be remembered
that Jast vear the Estimates were the
Estimates of the preceding Treasurer.
No provision was made on those Esti-
mates, and I did not have an opportunity
of urging on the new Government the
necessity for these Circuit Courts until
after the new Ministers had come into
contact by administration with the
greater portion of the State, and uutil
the Estimates -were brought down.
However, I mentioned the matter to Mr.
Hastie, who was then Minister for Jus-
tice, and he assured me that if he were
in thie House this session, and if he
were Minister for Justice, provision for
these facilities would be put on this
year's Estimates.

Mr. Bovros: It may have been, bui
may have been struck off by this Govern-
ment.

Mz. TROY: I do not say that.

Mgz, Borron: I do.

Mgz. TROY : These Circuit Courts are
essential, becnuse a poor man has not the
apportunity ‘of getting justice under
present conditions unless he is backed
up by some powerful organisativn, or he
has some friends behind him who will
give him sufficient money to pay hislegal
expenses. The rich men, the mining
compabies in mahy instances, score on
every possible occasion, I know that
there are many cripples here in Perth
who have been injured in the Great
Fiogal Mine at Day Dawn., They have
beer awaiting justice for the past 18
months; and, despite the fact that their
costs are increasing through their cases
not being called on, they cannot get the
justice which the poorest man in the
community should be given by the Gov-
ernment of this State. Considering the
dire necessity for the establishment of
these facilities, surely the Governmeut
will not allow another six months to pass

before making some provision for a Circuit

Court on the Murchison. If they do
not, I promise them candidly that, though

I will not go to the country disparaging

them, I shall point out where the Govern-
ment have failed to meet the wishes of
the people, and how the poor people of

i the poorest should expect. Passing to
the Colonial Secretary’s Department, we
find in it more costlv and less efficient
administration than obtains in any other
department. I hope the hon. gentleman
who controls that department will get a
hustle om, and that he will give people
better consideration than they have had
in the past. We do not want a Minister
who can attend garden parties and go in
for banquets on the river in the police
launch and take the police horses out for
exercise and give prizes away at Sunday
schools, but we want a capable adminis-
trutor. More economy can be ¢xercised
in this department than in aay other
department.

Mg. H. Broww: It is the penalty of
greatness.

Mr. TROY: That is something for
which you will never have to suffer.
One of the departments controlled by the
Coloniul Secretury is the Aborigines
Department. There was such bad admig.
istration in this department that the
previous Government had to send to
Queensland to bring a person over to
report on some of the work controlled by
the department; and last night we had a
Bill brought down to provide against the
abuses which exist in the department.
Not only in that service, but in the other
services, there is scope for inquiry, more
efficiency and economy. Take for instance
the Police Department; and I promise
the Committee that when we are dis-
cussing the Police Estimates I shall have
a good deal more to say in that connection
than I will say now. It is nne of the
most costly departments in this State,
and it is one of the worst controlled.
There are more abuses in connection with
it than in any other department.

Me. H. Brown: Because you have
not got them in a union.

Mge. TROY: I have some work to do
here, and I shall refrain as far as possible
from taking notice of the hon. gentleman

' who represents Perth, because I do not

think his remarks can in any way em.
bellish the work I have undertaken ; and
I hope the hon. gentleman will recognise
that his remarks do not give me any
assistance. 1 do not wish to weary the
House, but in connection with the Abori-
gines Department 1 could go fully into
this matter and, if T desired to prolong
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the debate— and the Premier knows it—
I could produce Dr. Roth’s report to
show the abuses that exist and the
necessity for baving a capable Minister
in charge of the deparfment, However
if we are to have economy in the Colonial
Secretary’s Departinent, the Minister
must hustle and see that the work for
* which the Bill provides is carried
out efficiently, and that the Abori-
gines Department is not made as costly
as it has been in the past. We find that
it is more costly now than it has been in
previous years. I do not desire to be
alwuys drawing the attention of the
House to the cost of administration; but
I regret it is my painful duty to draw
attention to the increased cost of adminis-
tration as shown by these Estimates.
While T find there is increased pro-
visions for salaries of clerks, and that
new officers are being appointed in con-
nection with the Colonial Secretary's
Department, I find no provision for the
erection of hospitals in the back country,
or for the appointment of doctors, and
very little provision for the establishment
of schools. Iu fact I think the only
place where a school is mentioned is in
the electorate represented by the Minister
for Works, whose department is one that
shall receive closest attention from me
to-night. Last night I touched on the
disadvantages under which the people
labour in the back country; but here I
find no provision for the establishment
of schools and hospitals, or for the
appointment of doctors.  Surely there is
greater necessity in this direction than in
conuection with the appointment of a few
clerks who can serve po particular pur.
pose but to adorn the office of the Colonial
Secretary. The Premier was good enough
to say that if the Government had any
object more than another it was to give
to the people of this State all the educa-
tion it was possible for them to acquire ;
and he said that, wherever possible, it
wag the intention of the Government to
establish primary scheols. That may be
the intention of the Government with
so many good intentions. The only
exception T have to take te it ia that
the Government, according to these
Estimates, do not seem to have any
desire to carry ont their intention. In
my electorate no care is being taken
10 establish schools,
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for instance. An application has heen
made for the establishment of a school in
that locality, but no provision is made.
Though to my own knowledge there are
between 30 and 40 children growing up
there in absolute ignorance, no attempt
is being made by the Government to
give them that education which the
(fovernment say it is their desire to give.

Me. Hormaw: All over the back
country it is the same.

Me. TROY : While in Perth we have
primary schools and, in many instances,
secondary schools, we find no wmoney
provided on the Estimates for the estab-
lishment of schools in the back country,
where they are needed. There are many
children of maintenance men aleng the
railways who receive no education at
all. .

Hown. F. H. Piesse: How many of
them P

Me. TROY : I know oue family—

Hon. F. H. Piesse: One?

Me. TROY : I suppose the hon. gen-
tleman knows of many others; but I
kunow one family, the eldest of which is
15 years of age, and that child has not
received cne day’s schooling. I will give
an instance. Between Yalgoo and Mount
Magnet there is a distance of 70 miles
where a number of maintenance men live.
Almost all these men are married and
have children. In one family there are
four or five children hetween the ages of
7 and 15, and there iz one child over 15
years of age, and that child has never
received any education. Are the Govern-
ment blind to these facts?. Do they
intend to give the people the necessary
facilities for education? T suggest that
the Government as far as possible should
locate the warried railway men in one
locality so that the children could be
educated. A sachool should be erected
there and a teacher supplied; by that
meang children would be given educa-
tional facilities which the Governmeut
profess they desire the people should have.
There are single men in the department
and these men could be located to-
gether where there is no schoel. To
point to one instance; and the Premier
knows of this case: there is at Yal-
gaddy a station, and the owner of that
station bhas five or six children. He
resides 18 miles from Mount Magnet and

Take Black Range, | has no opportunity of sending his chil-
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dren to school. Tbhere is a siding on the
railway line there and the railway men
have children. There are also single
men there. These single men could be
transported and the married men
located at Yalgaddy where a school could
be provided. If a full time school could
not be provided, why not give them a
half-time school. This is done in New
South Wales. A teacher serves in one
place half of the year and in another place
the other half of the year. The Govern-
ment caneol do better than take into con-
sideration this suggestion and establish
schoolsin these localities providing teach-
ers who counld give half their time in one ,
locality and half their time in another.

With little expense, facilities could be
given to people in the back country for

education which should be within the

reach of the poorest person in the State.

It would be a very good idea if some

members who represent. the metropolitan

areas were tospend their recess in visiting

the localities to find ont the criminal

neglect of the Government in regard to

education. We have children in this

State growing up in absolute ignorance
because the Government have no thought

other than for those living in the metro-

politan areas, on the coast, and on the

goldfields. [ am reminded that the -
Government of late have given great
consideration to a locality known as
Busselton, and I am reminded of that
because on the Estimates Busselton is -
receiving ‘as much consideration as the |
districte around Perth and Fremantle.
As to the question of hospitals in my
opinion, not because I represent a con-
stituency somewhat remote from the
metropolis, the people in the back country
are deserving of more considerntion at the
hands of any Government than are the
people who are too faint-hearted to go
and struggle in the back country. Because
people are of strong character and have
confidence in themselves theyare neglected
by the Government in power. In many
remote portions of the State people
working 1o the mining industry, in which
people are more prone to accidents than
in any other mdustry, no doctor or
hospital is provided. 1 know of people
who bave been injured in some localities
and it has been necessary to convey them
200 miles Dbefore they could receive
medical assistance. These people are
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struggling to open up the mineral areas of

" the country and to develop them. They are

bravingall kindsof dangersand difficulties
and they receive no consideration at the
hands of the Government in power. I
bave no doubt that the same condition
obtaius in our pastoral areas and the
remote agricultural areas of the State. I
hope those wmembers representing such
constituencies will demand from the Gov-
ernment for the people who form the
backbone of the State facilities which
more favoured and perbaps more faint-
hearted brethren enjoy on the coast. I
have known injured people die whilst
being conveyed to a hospital.  Had a
bospital been in close proximity to the
spot where the injury was received lives
would have been saved. I have known
wmen lie in camps for weeks and weeks
because they have been too ill to be
removed to a hospital 200 wiles distant.
These men are nursed by their mates orv
charitably disposed persons and but for
such people many of the men living in
these districts could not brave the dangers
or surmount the dJdisadvantages and
obstacles which pioneers in the back
country have to face. I want to draw
the attention of the Minister controlling
the Education Department to the con-
sideration which should be given to
school teachers. In this State teachers
are more poorly paid than any other
cluss of civil servant. They give better
servicesuotwithstanding the good services
given by other civil servants, bul they

. give better service to the State than any

other class of civil servant, still they are
paid the poorest salaries, while they are
doing the best work for the State in
training the youth.

M=z. H. Browxn: They are the best
paid in Australia.

Me. TROY : I know sowething about
this matter. I know that the teachers
in this State, considering the conditions of
life under which they have to live and
the cost of living, are poorer paid than
any other class of civil servant in Aus-
tralia. For three years 1 served in the
civil service of New South Wales as a
publie school teacher, and I know teachers
who were of my grade in New South
Wules received higher salaries than
teachers of the same grade in this State
do. How can the hon. member (Mr.



483

Annhuul Fsltmales:

Brown) say that teachers in this State
are paid higher than those in other parts
of Australia? I do not rely on what I
have been toid, but I vely on actual
knowledge, and I know the salaries
received by the teachers according to the
Estimates. From my knowledge the
salaries received by the teachers in New
South Wales are higher than the salaries
paid to teachers holding similar positions
here. If we are to have a good class of
teachers whoshall instruct the vonth of the
Stateand produce a better classof manthan
exists in any other portion of Australia,
we must pay our teachers well. With
all his faunlts, the Premier desires that
we should have well-trained men and
women. He desires that a4 better class
of education should be given to these
people, and he desires to see a progressive
class of people. If we are to have this
class of people we must give them
facilities to enable them to compete with
people in other parts of the world. We
must give them educational facilities
which are enjoyed by people in other
States. We wust have the best teachers,
and we cannot get them unless we
give good salaries. I want to protest
on behalf of the teachers against the
unfair treatment meted out to them.
The salaries of the highly-paid heads
of departments might be reduced in
gome instances and the amounts pooled
and split up awongst the teachers so
that their salaries could be increased.
T throw that out as a suggestion,
although T do not think the Premier
is of a sufficiently progressive char-
acter to adopt the suggestion. Look
at the habitations these teachers live
in, and in some localities there are no
habitations provided at all. Teachers are
sent to remote portions of the Statein
the agricultural areas where they cannot
get board and ledging. Residences
should be provided for teaclhers as in
other portions of Australia. In almost
every portion of Australia when the
Education Department erects a school
they erect’ a dwelling-house for the
teacher. If the Government do not in-
crease the salaries of the teachers they
might compensate them by erecting
decent dwellings for thewn to live in,

Mr. H. Browx: Is it fair to ask
female teachers to live in these back
blocks ?
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Me. TROY : It may not be fair, but it
does exist in some localities. There are
female teachers in some localities, but in
the majority of cases the teachers are of
the male sex, and therefore these people
naturally desire the same conveniences as
do others of the sswe sex in more
favoured portions of the State. 1 would
like to have seen on the Estimates a sum
provided for the erection of schools and
the erection of dwelling-houses for
teachers, That has not been done. Atg
the present time very few schools are
being erected. The member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) ean bear me out
in the statement that a sum of money
provided on the Estimates for a school at
North Fremantle has been wiped off, and
no provision bas been made for the
people in that locality. I find in regard
to a peculiarly favoured district known
as Busselton considerable amounts have
been placed on the Hstimates for the
erection of new schools, where at the
present. time a school suitable for any
climate exists, [Mr. Warzer: Have
there not heen some marriages there
lately ¥1 I do not know. Why are some
people refused schools, and why is
money provided for the erection of
schools tn a place such as Busselton,
where schools already exist, and where
they can fulfil every requirement for the
next twenty years ? [s that a fair thing P
Ave the Government giving a fair thing to
the people of this State? Again, 1 want
to ask people behind the Governwent
representing constituencies similar to my
own whether they think it is a proper
course for any Government to pursue?
Is this legislating in the interests of the
people? Is it administration in the
interests of the people, or is it adminis-
tration in favour of a few to the
detriment of the great majority? The
member for Kimnberley represents a con-
stituency which is widely scattered, and
where the people, because of their
remoteness from the capital, receive very
little consideration from the Government,
and I hope he will support me to-nightin
urging upon the Government the absolute
necessity which exists for providing
schools, hospitals and medical officers in
remote ortions of the State. I feel sure
that if the Government do not provide
those facilities I can vely on the hon,
member for Kimberley using still farther
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effort in compelling the Government to
accede to the requests made by members
representing the agricultural, mineral, and
pastoral districts of this State. To my
knowledge, in the district represented by
my friend, the mewmber for Leomnora,
special necessity exists for the erection of
schools. Tn the locality of Viviun we
have, and shall have in the future,
one of the finest mines in the State. The
population is daily increasing, and when
I was there only six months ago there
was a considerable number of children
there, yet that hon. gentleman has found
it utterly impossible to give educational
facilities to those.children.. At Darlét
the same position obtains., It obtains
also in the Kathleen Valley and in a
hundred and one localities on the gold-
fields areas, to say nothing of localities in
the agricultural areas, where pepple of the
State are being denied the facilities which
are theirs by natural right. I confidently
rely upon members who have interests

outside the metropolitan area to support .

me in the appeal I make to the Govera-
ment on this occasion. Turning to the
Mines Department, I regret that che
Minister for Mines has seen fit to leave
his seat. The mining industry at the
present time needs more than an alleged
capable Minister, an alleged energetic
Minister, at the head of affairs. Compare
the Minister's administration in the past
three months with the administration of
his predecessor, Mr. Hastie. Theadwmin-
igtration of the present Minister for Mines
has been to my mind more a matter of
self-advertisement, more a matter of Press
notice than of real, downright work, and
I know what T am talking about in this,
because I have, during the time I have
been a member of the House, travelled
over every portion of the goldfields areas
in this State, with the exception of the
Pilbarra goldfield, and I know that
to-day the gold-miving industry is in
a worse condition than it was three
or four months ago. DLet me say
something in support of my contention.
A little while ago the Minister for Mines,
when he took office, promised that he
would send the State Mining Engineer
out of his office in Perth and compel him
Lo go to the varions goldfields arcas in the
Stale to give any of the prospectors the
assistance and adviee they might require,

.'
!
|

and therefore assist in the general deve- ,

- Mines Department are.
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lopment of the mining industry. He
said, farthermore, that it was uot the duty
of the State Mining Engineer to sit in his
office in Perth; that the State Mining
Engineer should be out in the country
giving that advice to prospectors and
peuple concerned in the mining industry
for which he was in the first place
appointed. What has been the result?
1 remember reading in a paper how Mr.
Gregory, Minister for Mines, was going
to send the State Mining Engineer out in
the country to report on mining propo-
gitions and to give advice to the pros-
peectors ; but, with one exception of a few
weeks, the State Mining Eugineer has
been in his office in Perth, and is still
there as far as I know. Oun that parti-
cular occasion the State Mining Engineer
wag in Mr, Gregory’s electorate, where
the majority of the civil servants in the
During the
course of the general election there was
a report on a wmining proposition in the
Pingin district, in which district the
Minister has an interest. The Minister
for Mines promised that the State Mining
Engineer would be sent to a place 50
miles north of Black Range, but we find
he has never Leen sent to that district.
If a pot-hole is put down by the Mines

| Department, the Press bave the infor-

mation, The Minister sees that the
Press gets these little notices, and there-
fore the Minister for Mines is being adver-
tised throughout the State. I wunt just
to report what his predecessor did. Mr.
Hopkins, when speaking at Boulder
during the last general election, said that
owing to the forethought and foresight
of the Minister for Mines (Mr. Gregory)
and the Jatves Government, of which Mr.
Hopking was a member, in providing
water facilities at Black Range and boring
for water, prospectors wereable to go out
into the country. I want to give the lie
direct to that statement. The James
Government did nothing to provide
water supplies for that district north of
Black Range; absolutely nothing, ButMr.
Hastie, when Minister for Mines, placed
at the disposal of his officers the sum of
£2,000 for the purpose of boring for
water and providing wells, and fo that
foresight of the then Minister for Mines
ig due the development of the Black Range
goldfields and the area north of Black
Range. I want to say that I believe the
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. Minister for Mines is desirous of con-
serving the mining industry. T think
that in many iustances he has shown
actually that not only has he desired to
develop this industry, but also that he
has as far as possible carried out his
promises. But there is something due
to his predecessor. His predecessor did
very good work in this connection. He
provided half as many public batteries as
were provided during the whole course of
years his predecessors held office, and he
also erected half as many cyanide plants,
and surely to that gentleman, although 1
may confess he was a member of the
TLabour Governcient, some credit is due
for the energy he displayed. Mr. Hastie,
despite the fact that he did not advertise
himself—and probably that is one of the
greatest faults he possesses—aid a great
deal towards developing the mining in.
dustry. As far as iny own electorate,
anyhow, is concerned, the mining industry
received more substantial assistance and
encouragement, and progressed more
rapidly and suabstantially, during the
term the Labour Government was in
power than during any previous time.
When the late Government went out of
power, the Murchison, with the exception
of one locality, was a more prosperous
and more substantial field, and » field
with better promise than it had been
during the past ten years. On no oueca-
sion have there been a brighter outlook,
greater hope, and greater signs of pros-
perity in connection with our mining
industry in any one locality than exist on
the Murchison at the present time, and
I hope the present Governnent will con-
tinue the good work of Lheir predecessors
and make that portion of the State, and
every other portion of the Siate where
this particular industry has been carried
ou, more prosperous than at auny other
stage in the history of the State. T
could pursue this argument still farther,
and speak wmore in connection with our
mining industry and the necessity that
exists for encouragement, if this partieular
industry is to regain the position it once
held in the State. I could show many
ways by which this industry could be
assisted. I believe that one who knows
the industry, and bas worked in every
grade of it, can give more candid assist-
ance and advice to the Government
than a dozen Mr. Hoovers, even
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! though he wmay be able to give them
other entertainment besides the enter-
tainment of listening to an address on
the mining mdustry. A little while ago
I gave notice of a motion. Iregret thatT
have not had an opportunity of bringing
it forward beforc this. 1 guve notice
that I would move in this House that a
royal commission should be appointed
for the purpose of assisting the wining
industry, and inquiring into the State
battery system, the encouragement of
prospecfors, and the general encourage-
ragement of the mioing industry. I
want to see that royal commission
appointed, and o give my assurance
to-night that, even although it has
been hinted that wmy desire was to
see a commission appointed on which I
should have a seat, and other members
of the Hpuse would have seats, I wish
to see a commission appointed not as
commissions in the past have Leen—for
instance, the commission on immigra-
tion, and the commission on gold-mining
some two years ago—but as pointed out
by Mr. Walker—a commission com-
prising two experts, one being an expert
on batteries and cvanide treatment, and
the other an expert on general mine
development, this expert being a mem-
ber of the Prospectors’ Association.
If the Grovernment will appoint that com-
mission, which the Minister for Mines
favoured only a few months ago, it will
give more valuable advice and will better
nsmist the development of the mining
industry than can any Minister or any
dozen Minisiers. I should advise the
Minister for Mines that what mining
people want is work ; that in the North
Coolgardie district a number of mines
has closed down, and a great many men
are out of employment because of the
diminution in the values of ores. And if
we are bo open up new country, to pro-
vide facilities for prospectors, we must
have more wioney spent on mining
development than is provided in these
Estimates, When we advance money to
prospectors, we do not throw away that
money. The fact that a few months ago
a prospecting party at Mulgabbie, to
which Mr. Hastie, when Minister for
Mines, advanced £300, wus able fo
develop a very promising property and
has since repaid that £300 to the Gov-
ernment, shows what can be done. And
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there will be many such instances if the
industry is encouraged as it deserves. 1
I wish to give a little advice to the Pre.
mier. The House is tired, and I am tired
of listening to the Premiet’s telling us in

his Budget Speech that we have paid

some 13 millions in dividends and have
produced enormous quaatities of gold,
while the fact is that because of the pay-
ment of the dividends and the production
of the gold, we are poorer than we were
last year. Every ouance of gold that
leaves our mines, though it gives ns some
henefit, leaves the State the poorer; so I
hope that the Premier, if it is his
fortune to deliver ~amother - Budget,
will spare us information as to the
quantity of gold extracted, and as to how
much the country is poorer in conse-
guence, and will tell us something new ;
tell uws that we have wvast belts of
auriferous country; tell us that we bave
more gold in the earth’ than can be
extracted in the next hundred vears;
and above all things tell ns that his
Government is prepared to come down to
the House with a substantial sum on the
Bstimates, for the purpose of developing
gold-wmining—an industry of which so
far we have heard little; for beyond a
few figures, little information regarding
it is given in the Budget. I am sure
thal the Premier can, with advantage to
himself and the State, tell us just what
amount the Government is prepared to
expend in assisting the mining industry.
When we are discussing the Mines
Estimates, I shall have considerably more
to say on this question, and shall
endeavour to show from practical experi-
ence how the industry can be assisted,
and the grave necessity for assisting it.
Besides, there is the question of water
supply. A little while ago the Govern-
ment were pleased to tell the country
that they were vigorously seeking for
water. To members who represent
mineral areas this will be news. Vigorous
operations to provide water were going
on long befure the Government came into
power; and more money was expended
in sinking for water and developing water
supplies last year than was expended in
any previous year.

Tue Premizr : What ¢

Mr. TROY: The Estimates prove it.
More money was spent last vear in pro-
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spent in any previous year. I will not
mention at all the Goldficlds Water
Scheme,

Tue PrEMIER: You said, “in any
previous year.”

Mgr. TROY: Duribg the past year,
under the Daglish Govermment, more
money was spent with that object than
was spent by any Government with
which the Premier was connected. But
in addition Lo this, the Government can
do still more. They can vigorously
prosecute a search for water in auriferous
areas to which the pioneer and the pros-
pector cannot now go because water is
not-wvailable.  In the Lake Barlec coun-
try is o very fine wuriferous belt. Pros.
pectors have sucreeded in getting as far
as Lake Barlee, but they can stay a few
days only, for lack of water, the water
there Leing generally salt. I would urge
on the Government that they cannot
better develop the mining industry than
by providing water in aunferous districts
where it is not available; and if they do
that the prospector will do the rest by
prosecuting the search for minerals; and
by that means more than any other will
the mining industry be assisted.

[Me. IntiwcworTH took the Chair.]

Mg. Scavpan called attention to the
state of the House.

Tuar PreEmrer: Is it not easily ac-
counted for ?

Bells rung and quorom formed.

Mr. TROY: T think this is most
unfair, aud I raise my protest against
meinbers leaving the House, because it is
not often that they have an opportunity
of listening to something to their advan-
tage. I would remind the Minister for
Mines that he can Igarn more from
mining members in this House, men who
bave had practical experience, than he
can from a hundred Mr. Hoovers. We
may not be able to put matters before
the Minister under such favourable con-
ditions as were available to Mr. Hoover;
but that is not my faull. I can go
to the refreshment room and do it
just as easily as I can here; but fate
demands, and the Standing Orders” de-
mand, that T shall do it here. Let us
consider the public Dbattery system.
Throughout the country, in the auriferous
areas, thers 1s grave complaint as to the

viding water on our goldfields than was | admipistration of our public batteries.
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You, Mr. Chairman, having at one time
represented a mining district, know that
there is grave reason for complaint, and
that the sooner complaints are remedied,
the better, They cannot be remedied but
by appoinling & commission to make a
thorough inquiry. Again I assure the
House that on the commission I wish
appointed two experts familiar with
public battery work, with cyaniding, and
with the recent development of wines and
the general conditions under which
mining should Dbe carried on. There-
fore, on the commission should be a
representative of the prospectors’ associa-
tion-—a man who knows something about
the mining industry, one who is now
working at mibing, and who can give,
not theoretical opinions, but practical,
sound advice. I am surprised that the
Minister for Mines has not seen his way
to appoint that commission ere this.
When he occupied this seat (on front
Opposition bench), he urged on the then
Minister the need for a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into the public battery
gystem,

Tee CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must not anticipate his own motion.

10 o'clock.

Mer. TROY: T am simply suggesting
that there is great need for improving
our public battery system; and it can
best be improved by the appointment of
a commission. If I bave the opportuity
of making the motion, I shall be able to
give the House the result of a practical
experience of the industry, an experience
extending over many years, both of actual
mining and of prospecting. Publie
batteries were originally provided so that
prospectors who went out to remote dis-
tricts might bave their stone crushed. I
believe the batteries were instituted when

[ASSEMBLY )

Mr. Lefroy was Minister for Mines in |

the Fdrresi Government.
was then in its infuncy. And later on,
improving on the experimental work of
Mr. Lefroy, Mr. Gregory provided
batteries in which he desired that the
stone wmight be crushed at reusonable
rates, so that as far as possible
the prospectors should get every par-
ticle of gold in the stome; but so far,
that result has not been achieved.
The systemns, though greatly improved,
can be still farther improved, and I desire

The schemne
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to see thut improvement effected; but 1
1 see nothing in these Estimates to lead
me to hope that the improvement will be
effected. Therefore I protest against the
manner in which the prospectors in the
back country are being treated. During
the past two years the price of crushing
has heen reduced, but it wust be still
farther reduced if we are to develop our
mining industry as it should be developed ;
also the prospector must be given all the
gold in his sands and slimes. At present
he puys the extortionate price of 10s. per
ton for having his sands treated, when
any private firm can treat sands by the
cyamde process at 4s, per ton. Why
should prospectors be charged 10s. per
ton for what should not cost more than
4s. per ton P The prospector now gets
nothing from the slimes, though it is
known the slimes will yield more gold
than the sands. The Government are
now treating these slimes, but they are
not giving the prospector the benefit of
the gold obtained. 8o the prospector
is not receiving the consideration he
ghould receive, and he is not getting all
the gold he should get from the stone he
raises from hiz mine, If the Minister
desires to encourage the mining industry,
and fo make the public battery system
up to date, I hope he will not cnly pro-
vide a better kind of plant at Coolgardie,
but that he will make the public batteries
up to date in every portion of the State,
and that he will, as far as possible,
decentralise the public battery system. I
believe the great trouble in connection
with the whole system is.the fact that it
is all managed from Perth, with
the result that the batteries do not
give the satisfaction the people ex-
pect.  Tet us decentralise and give the
battery wmanagers more power to act on
their own initiative. If they are allowed
to make reforms required, undoubtedly
we shall hear less dissabisfaction ex-
pressed in regard to the system. The
Minister for Mines does not know much
about the mining industry. If he did,
we would find more practical knowledge
displayed in the administration of the
department. The Minister may think
that, the industry is being encouraged by
the fact that he lets the newspapers
know what he is doing. If he sinks a
pot hole 6ft., we find in the newspapers
the next morning that the Binister is



Annual Estimales ;

sinking for water or something else. If
we learn from the Daily News that the
Minister is going on tour from Kalgoorlie
to Siberia, the wining industry will not
progress; nor will it progress if the
State Mining Eogincer is not fulfilling
the duties for which he was appointed.
I would remind the Minister that he
promised to send the State Mining
Engineer to Black Range three months
ago. I can assure the Minister there is
more need for that gentleman in other
portions of the State than in the eon-
stituency of the Minister himself, though,
when an election is about to take place,
it is very handy that you should havea
few officers of the department in your
own electorate to show the people in the
electorate the interest you, as Minister,
are taking in the electorate. Instead of
being in more important portions of the
State, officers of the Mines Department
were in the Minister’s electorate during

the election, though, of course, not to |

assistin the election.

Tae Minister ror Mines: The
statement of the hon. member is untrue.
The State Mining Engineer was not in
my electorate during my election.

Mz. TROY : 1 am prepared atall times |

to take the hon. gentleman’s assurance,
I am satisfied with what he tells me, but
will he deny that the State Mining Engi-
neer was there some time before the
election ?

Tae MmxistEr rFor Mines: Noj; he
was there afterwards,

Mz. TROY : Since I have been good
enough to withdraw, may T ask the hon.
gentleman if he promised that the State
Mining Engineer would be there goon
after the elections ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (in
explanation): Yes; I told my people
that I thought the State Mining Engi-
neer should not stay in Perth. I in-
structed him to proceed to North Coul-
gardie, and to report on Pingin and then
to go to Black Range and Montagu
Range in the district of the hon. member,

Me. TROY: 1 am datisfied that if the
State Mining Engineer was not there,

the Minister’s constituents had a definite .

promise that he would be there. If that
18 not one way in which to encourage a
constitueney to vote for vou, I know of
few other ways more advantageous.

! apply to Perth for permission.
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Tae Mivister ror Mives: Do you
impute motives ?

Mr. TROY: No; but I helieve that if
I were the Minister

Tre Mivisrer ror Mives: “IL”

Mg. TROY: Do not make any mis-
take. I would probably be a beiter
Minister than you. If I were a Minister
and I felt that my election was very
precarious, I would do the same thing if
I thought it would assist me. The Minis-
ter did what probably every.other man in
the House would do. While he denies that
he took the State Mining Engineer with
him, he agsures the House that he is satis-
fied the State Mining Engineer should not
be kept in Perth, and that this officer
should go throughout the State giving
prospectors advice.

Tue Mivister ror Mines: You are
only repeating a statement I made some
months ago.

Mgr. TROY : Why is it not done ?

Tre MinistEr FoR Mings: The State
Mining Engineer is in his office in Perth,

Mr. TROY : Will the hon. gentleman
tell me the number of weeks since he
made that statement that the State
Mining Engineer has been out of his
office ¥

Tue Minister For Mines: He is
now preparing a report on the district he
vigited. .

Me. TROY: He did not visit my
constitueney. .

Tat Mivister rok Mings:
going there.

Me. TROY : I am pleased to hear it.
T want to ask the Minister : Did not the
inspector of batteries accompany him
when he was seeking election after he
became Minister ?

TeEE CHaIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in interrogating any other
wember.

Mg. TROY : T ouly desired the Minis.
ter's assurance. I thank the Minister
for the inforwation that the State
Mining Engineer will not remain in his

He is

. office in Perth, but will be sent to every

portion of the goldfields to advise, assist,
and encourage prospectors, a policy which
will be most beneficial to those engaged
in mining development. Let us give the
managers of public batteries more power
of initialive, Where they find reforms
let them make them without baving to
Tet us
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decentralise, and we will do greater
service to mining development in every
divection. If that does not suit the pur-
pose, let us provide in the Murchison
Goldfield an officer with supreme power
over the batteries in that goldfield, and
another for the East Murchison Goldfield,
and another for the North Coolgardie
Goldfield. If such officers were given
full power there would be less cause for
dissatisfaction. I recommend the Minister
to take my suggestion into serious con-
sideration. It is not altogether my own
opinion, buf it is one I have heard
expressed in places T have visited where
State batteries exist. The majority of
prospectors are of opinion that the loss
which occurs is due to the fact that if
anything goes wrong the battery manager
must advizse Perth, after which the
officers in Perth must lay the matter
before the Minister and go through many
forms before they can reply to the battery
munager. I will give an instance. The
Black Range battery broke down. The
gentleman 1n charge, a most capable and
painstaking officer, though he knew what
wus necessary, eounld not act on his own
initiative, and he was compelled to write
to Perth. He could not telegraph, because
we lhave no telegraphic facilities; and
since we have only two mails per week, it
was sowe time before his commuunication
got into the hands of his superior. That
superior sent for a report, and by the
time the manager-forwarded that report
more time elapsed, and as a result, the
the battery has not fulfilled its particular
object.

Tre MinisTEr For Mives: When did
this take place?

Me. TROY : It took place during the
present Minister's administration and
before his adwministration. The Minister
for Mines has been in office for over three
montbs and during that time the 11-head
battery at Black Range bas only had six
stampers falling. There is more than
sufficient stone 1n the districl to keep a
20-head battery going three shifts.
is due to mal-udministration. The water
supply is not suflicient to leep the 11
heads falling.

Tre MinisTer For MiNgs: You said
I was to blame.

Mr. TROY : T did not say the Minister
was to blame, but I said this occurred
during bis administration. The Minister

[ASSEMBLY.]

This-

FPinaneial Policy Debate.

and his predecessor did the best they
could to get water to keep the battery
going full time. 1t is a difficult matier
to get water there, and the batlery hus
not served the object for which it was
erected. This is due to the system
in vogue; if we had decentralisa-
tion in connection with our battery
system it would be lLetter. We should
have one inspector over the Murchison
field, then the work would be done with
greater despatch, and we would bave less
dissatisfaction than now exists. I wish
to refer to the encouragement to pros-
pectors. As far as possible we should
encourage prospectors in the development
of our mining industry, and we cannot do
better than reduce the cost of crushing
and give apecial facilities to the prospectors
working large bodies of low-grade ore.
Boogardie, a locality which up till recently
was looked upon as being no use from a
mining standpoint, hus during the past
year become most important from a min-
ing standpoint on the Murchison, and to-
day the mining outlock around Boogardie
and Mount Magnet is more promising
than it has heen for the past eight or
nine years. The lodes in that locality are
of a low-grade nature, and the prospectors
are successfully developing their proposi-
tions. The battery is heinyg effectively
administered, and it has been very
effectively administered during the past
12 months. When [ first represented
Mount Maguet serious complants were
made regarding the administration of
that battery, and since Mr. Hallam took
the matter in hand there has been very
few complaints from that loeality, and
to-day the Boogardie battery is doing
better work than it ever did before.
That is in eonsequence of the low-grade
ores being treated. The cyamde treat-
ment is better under Mr. Hallam than it
was previously ; the cyanide process and
the battery process are being more effec.
tually carried out, but the people there
require something more. From all the
low-grade ores after crushing there is a
considerable amount of slimes, more
slitnes than sand, and the percentage of
gold in the slimes is very large. The
prospectors do not receive anything from
gold in the slimes, and they are not re-
ceiving that assistance and consideration
at the hand of the Government which
they should get. T want to advise the
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Minister to erect a slimes plant there. ' be accurate.

There is a slimes plant connected with

every other battery where slimes accumu- -

late, and where it is known that these
slimes contain a high percentage of gold.
The mines at Boogardie average from 8
to 12dwts., and they would average
17dwts. to one ounce per ton if the slimes
could be treated. We would have greater
development there, if a slimes plant were
erected, than in any other portion of the
State. 1 was speaking to an officer of
the department who recently visited that
locality and he said that in consequence
of the system adopted by Mr. Hastie the
Boogardie mines were most promising.
Tf-the Minister provided a-slimes plant X
have no doubt it would give a great
impetus to the district and greatly assist
the State -in the gold production of
Western Australia.

Tae MinisTER FOR MiNEs: Tell me
one of my regulations that they altered.

Me, TROY: I do not control that
department.

Tre Minisrer For Mines: I thought
you knew something about it.

Mz. TROY : I did not ask what regu-
lations had been altered. I knew when I
first represented that constituency there
were numerons complaints.

TaE MiN1aTER FOR MINES:
you got the manager sacked.

Mg. TROY : 1 think that is an unjust
accusation, and I think the Minister
should withdraw it. 1 did not get the
anager sacked.

Tue MiristeEr ror MiNes: 1 was
wrong, the hon. member had an inquiry
held and the manager resigned.

Me. TROY : So that members may be
fully seized of the facts and so that I
shall not be misjudged I will tell members
what the inquiry did and how il was
brought about. It was instrumental in
bringing about a better state of affairs at
Boogardie than existed there previously.
The prospectors of TLennooville com-
municated with the Minister for Mines
and informed him that the assayer ut
Lennonville had made certain complaints
regarding the manager of the battery
under whom he worked. 1 saw the
Minister and asked thal an inquiry be
held. Before I moved in the matter I
compelled the assayer to give me a written
statéement and to swear it before a justice

I believe
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The assayer charged the
battery manager with doing certain things
that were wrong. He wrote out the charge
which incriminated himself and he sworeit
before a J.P. and I sent it to the Minister
and bad an inguiry held. It was my
duty to do so. Could I have closed my
eyes to what I was credibly informed of,
and what was sworn to us being of a
corrupt character, I would not have
been doing my duty to my constituents
or the State if I had done otherwise. I
have no doubt that at the time I made
many enemies in consequence of theaction
I took. The manager had wany friends
in that locality and they took exception
to -my setion i the watter in hav-
ing an inquiry held. T determined,
despite their hostility, to do what 1
thought was right, and because of the
charges made against the manager of the
battery I ausked for the inguiry to be
held. Was that not falr? Was there
anything wrongin that 7 If the manager

" had been wrongly accused then he could

of the peace, so that the statement would °

bave justified himself at the inquiry, and
if he could not justify himself he deserved
to be punighed. If the inquiry had not
been held it would have created very
grave mistrust in the minds of the pros-
pectors against the Mines Department
generally, and against that battery in
particular. The prospectors would have
communicated with other prospectors
throughout the State and would have
created mistrust agaiost the public hattery
system. This inquiry was held with the
result that it was found hoth officers
had dome things which they should not
have done, and the manager of the battery
received intimation that he should resign.
Is it right that I should be accused of
anything other than a kindly action? Is
it right that I should be accused of doing
something which in the eyes of the
Minister was improper? I followed a
course which I would follow to-morrow
if placed in a similar position; and T
assure the Minister £ Mines whilst he
occupies his position and whenever a
similar charge is placed in my hands I
shall just as fearlessly do my duty to my
constituents and the people of the State
as I did on that occasion. Although the
people in that district censured me in the
first instance for the action I took, when
they knew the facts lhey were safisfied
and they commended me for my action.
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Tae MivisTER ror Mines: You
should say in justice to the manager
that the inquiry resulted in his being
excnerated on all the charges in respect
of other matters.

Mr. TROY: [ did not see the report
but I know the Minister controlling the
department on that occagion was going to
call on the manager to resign, and I said
to the Minister, ** While he may be guilty
of something, there may have been no
intention to do wrong; he wmay have been
led away by a desire to do a favour to
some friends. 1f you keep him there
there muy still exist in the minds of the
people mistrust ; shift him to some other
locality, but do not sack bim; give him
another chance.! I had nothing to do
with sacking the manager. Why should
I? [Tue Mirisrer ror MinNes: You
got the man sacked.] It is a most
unworthy and base thing to accuse
me of having the man sacked ; because
there is nothing on record, Are those
the tactics of the hon. gentleman
opposile? Does he think I would follow
out the course he adopts? [THE
Minisrer vor Mines: I donot think
you would.] I would not follow that
course.
the fullest inquiry into my action in that
connection. Put the papers before the
House, ask the people of the Murchison,
Lennonville, and the prospectors of
Boogardie what was my action in con-
nection with that matter. A public
meeting was held and objection raised
to the dismissal of Mr. Fleming, and I
was censured ; but at the last election
the people supported me by giving me an
overwhelining majority. 1 do not want to
go farther into this matter. If I do, I shall
say something which the hon. gentleman
opposite would not care to have mentioned
in this connection. Besides assisting in the
erection of slime plants, the Government
could assist by subsidising the prospector
who pgoes out, say, in a new district a
considerable disfance from a battery.
They could subsidise him by giviog him
so much a ton for conveying his ore from
his show to the batterv. Say for
instance, that a prospector discovered a
mine 20 miles from Yalgoo. There does
not exist at Yalgoo any battery, and
there does not exist a public battery
nearer than Boogardie or Leanouville.
To aesist the prospector the Government

I challenge the Minister to bave

[ASSEMBLY.]
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could not do better than pay a subsidy
and help him to develop his mine; to
encourage by his development more
prospectors to gather round him and
opeu up unew country, and form a com-
munity in which in the near future a
public battery might be erected. I know
many instances where thiscan be done. T
know that near Yalgoo there is sowme very
fine auriferous country in the midst of a
pastoral area, and there are people who
go prospecting in these localities, but
they cannot stay there for any length of
time, although they find fairly good
wines, because they cannot get crushing
facilities within a distance of 70 or 80
miles. T want the Minister, or whoever
may control this department, to provide
money on the Estimates for the purpose
of assisting these people by "means of a
subsidy to.convey their stone to a battery.
By that means the mining industry can
be more developed than it can by giving
peuple a right to own their properties
ot to, without exemption, leave their
properties and go back. I helieve I
heard it mooted by the Minister for
Mines—-and I know it has been mooted
by Mr. Hoover—that we should give
these people the fee simple of their leases.
But if we did that it wouvld create a class

+ of prospectors who are not bona fide, but

speculators, who would hold properties
without doing anything with them, and
without complying with the labour con-
ditions, for the one purpose of selling
them wheun an opportunity occurs. [M=z.
Scappax : Professional dummies.] That
has existed in the ypasl, and such a
position creates harm in localities where
a rush occurs or where a new goldfield is
thrown open. Therefore I do not hold
that by adopting the systemn advised by
Mzr. Hoover you are going to do for this
State what you with vour sanguine
unticipations may expect. I have heard
of the necessity for assisting prospectors
to develop their properties. The future
of this State depends undoubtedly on the
prospector. The prospecting branch of
the mining industry is the most im-
portant branch; and to encourage pros-
pecting vou must enuble the prospector to
go down below water and to develop his
property ata depth. I have the honour to
representa portion of the Murchison gold-
field, and the Murchison, as members know,
has contributed to this Stute a counsider-
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able amount of gold. In fact, the gold
production of the Murchison is second
ouly to that of Kalgoorlie, That has
not been due to the fact that we have had
a lot of companies there, but to the fact
that we have a class of good, sound, bona
Jfide prospectors, who go in for prospect-
ing and developing their properties, and
working them on systematic lines. We
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' desirous of gettiu:g a subsidy from the

Government for sinking and improving
the property to a depth. When the hon.
member opposite was in office, they could
not secure that. When the Labour Gov-
ernment were in power they pguve a
subsidy to the proprietary of the Cue

* Qne Mine. For some considerable time the

want to enmcourage that class of men—

men who have made the Murchison what
it 18, and who particularly have made Cue
what it is to-day. A little while ago Cue
was not very prosperous ; but to-day the
prospectors have brought about a better
position of affairs. We have sterling
prospectors there; men who went there
poor and took up mines and developed
them; and the district to-day is more
prosperous and promising than it has
been during the past ten years. If we
want to encourage this class of men on
all our fields, if we want to bring about
the bappy and prosperous position of
affairs which has been brought about on
the Murchison, we must encourage the
bona fide prospector. And we can do this
best by the means I have already touched
upon—by subsidising £ for £ for sinking
to below water level. I do not want the
House to forget that the despised Labour
Government, which was such an evil to
this State, did more io that way to assist
the mining industry than did any of its
predecessors. We can, and we must, put
a sum of money on the Estimates for the
purpose of assisting prospectors who go
down below water level. By £ for £
subsidy they will be enabled to develop
their properties and prove at various dis-
tances the depth. On the Murchison all
our hopes lie in getting down to a depth.
If wa do not get down to-a depth, then for
a considerable time to ¢come our field will
not make that progress which we earnestly
hope it will. [Me. GurL: You are down
to about 1,000 feet level now, I think.]
Wherever we have gone down on the Mur-
chison good results have always followed.
The great mine on the Burchison is the
Great Fingall, which, I think, is down to
nearly 1,000ft., and if all our mines go
down as well as the Great Fingall and
prove as rich in depth, then undoubtedly
the Murchison Goldfield will be second to
none in Western Australia. 1 want to
give an instance. The people of Cue One

Mine for a coosiderable fime were |

proprietary bad tried to get that subsidy
from the predecessor of the Labour Gov-
ernment, which included the Minister
who now controls the Mines Department.
I remember the occasion of a hanquet
when both the hon. gentleman opposile
and the Colonial Treasurer, Mr. Gardiner,
eulogised the work done hy Mr. Chesson
and Mr. Heydon, and promised they
should receive assistance; but they did
not receive it.

Tae MivisTer For Mives: They did.
The Government authorised assigtance to
the extent of £1,000.-

Me. Hormarn: And you wanted to
mortgage everything they had for it.

Ter Minister For Mines: No.

Mg. Hovman: I say you did.

Mz. TROY: I take the assertion of
the Minister that he authorised the
giving of that money; but I know for an
absolute faet that his Government placed
such restrictions round the giving of it
that the company never availed them-
selves of it.

Tae MinisTeErR For Mings: They did.

Me. TROY: I know Mr. Chesson,
and I have often discussed the matter
with him. T did so at the time of the
general election. I know that when the
Labour Government had been in power
for some time, negotiations were entered
into by Messrs. Chesson and Heydon, and
the Daglish Government gave that grant
to the Cue One Company. When Mr.
Daglish visited the Murchison, he was
interviewed, and on his return to Perth
the grant wasgiven. I ask the Minister,
who has left his seat, to deny my state-
ment. The money was granted by the
Labour Government under labour pro-
visions, with the result that to-day
Messrs. Chesson and Heydon have been
sinking their property to the 3500ft.
level. To-day they struck a reef which
promises to be better than Messrs.
Chesson and Heydon and others expected
it to he. I met Mr. Hevdon in Perth
to-day, and he assures me that there is a
very bright outlook for the gold-mining
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industry in Cue. That can be attributed
to no other fact than that the Labour
Governient as far as possible assisted
the bona fide prospector. They gave the
prospector as far as possible a subsidy
which would enable him to sink to a
depth; and the development which has
taken place in Cue to.day has justified
the expenditure of wuch money in the
right direction. The stone is of such a
quality that in a very short time the
people on that property will be able to
pay that woney back and to pursue
development work, and open up through
the proceeds of that Cue One Mine
several new mining districts, and so
develop that locality in a manner in
which I know you, Mr. Chairman,
would desire it should be developed.
L know, Mr. Chairman, that while vou
represented that constituency you did
your utmost for its development, and
even to-day, when you represent a metro-
politan constituency, you sympathise just
as strongly with the Murchison as you
sympathised then. You will be pleased
to note that the developments m the
Cue One, the Salisbury, and the Aga-
memnon mines are of such a character
as to hold out to the people who have
struggled so long and so bravely in that
locality the brightest hopes for their

[ASSEMBLY.]

future prosperity. Let me quote another .

instance in the North Murchison (Gold-
field, where the Government provided
prospectors with crushing facilities by
subsidising batteries, thus opening up
a large auriferous aren, and materially
increasing our gold production. And
there is yet another meaus—~-to my mind
the best—by which the bona fide pros-
pector can be encouraged. When T read
reports of speeches delivered at banquets,
which speeches are always hopeful,
because banquets encourage optimism—-
when T read speeches on the encourage-
ment of mining, delivered by people who
know very little about actual mining or
about prospecting, I reflect that every-
thing said In such circumstances cannot
be taken as a fact by hon. mewbers who
do not personally understand the in-
dustry. By granting such conditions as
those speech-mukers at bunquets advo-
cate, the Government will not give the
prospector that assistance which he
needs. I wish to mention an instance in
4 district some 50 miles north of Black

Financial Policy Debate.

Range; a district where, during the
Jast 18 months, several very promising
mines were found, which attracted a
larger number of prospectors who hoped to
find developments of a similar churacter.
Two gentlemen from Day Dawn deter-
mined to erect a battery in that locality,
but required an assurance from the pros-
pectors that they would give them their
stone to crush at what the battery-owners
deemed a reasonable price. The pros-
pectors agreed ; later on the battery was
erected ; but after g time other mines, of
a low-grade character, were found; and
the discoverers could not afford to crush
ab that battery, because the charge was
too high. So they applied to the Labour
Governmenl for a subsidy to enable them
to crush profitably while paying the owners
of the Dbattery the charge demanded.
The wmatter was not arranged when
Mr. Johusop was Minister for Mines,
but a little later, soon after Mr. Gregory
came into power. A sabsidy of 2s. or 3s.
per ton was granted tothe battery-owners;
and by that means the district is being
more widely and extensively developed,
and the prospectors are being encouraged
to prosecute development. By such
encouragement we cau with greater advan-
tage assist the mining industry than by
conceding the liberal or supposedly
liberal conditions advocated by several
interested gentlemen visiting this State.
Having a practical experience in these
matters, and representing a constituency
in which the main industry is mining,
curried on by prospectors, I know that
the system I have outlined will give
greater encouragement to mining than
will the methods advocated by our recent
visitors. T do not think that the con-
ditions mentioned by Mr. Hoover are the
best for the development of mining;
because they will be open to so much
jobbery and abuse that tbey will do more
barm than good to the bona fide prospec-
tor. I have endeavoured to enlighten Min-
isters with regard to the mining industry;
and thongh the effort has somewhat
exhausted we, I do not think that my
arguments have been losi on them. I
think they have learnt wmore to-night
about the industry, and have received a
better insight inte mining matters, than
they have ever learnt or ever received on
any previous occastion. I have disposed

. of the Mines Department; now I jntend
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to deal with the Works. I have to com-
plain most strougly of the Works Esti-
mates. I wish sorae member would go
outside and tell the Minister for Works
(Hon. Frank Wilson) that his presence
is desired, so that he muy give some ex-
planation of his method of framing the
FEstimates of expenditure on public
works. Let me raise my protest against
the manner in which these Public Works
Estimates have been compiled. T say,
with deep regret, that the Minister has
seen fit to descend to tactics to which
only a narrow.minded Minister would
descend. We find from the Estimates
.that he is oot really administering his
department in the interests of the people.
He bas adopted the tactics of a roads-
aad-bridges member. The Estimates
are absolutely packed with votes for the
Busselton district and the Sussex elec-
torate generally. We find that the House
has become so depraved —

Mr. H. Browx : Can the bon member
reflect on the House as ‘¢ depraved #"

Mr. TROY: I gave the membter for
Perth credit for a stronger sense of
justice than he displays in agreeing with
the Estimates compiled by the Minister
for Works. In connection with his own
electorate, the Miiister has descended to
tactics to which few gentlemen in this
House would descend.

Tae CBaieman: The hon. member
must not reflect on another member of
the House.

Me. TROY: T regret that I am not at
liberty to speak as I feel of this packing
of the Works Estimates with votes for
the Minister's own constituency, which is
being sop-fed from beginning to end. I
would ask you, Mr, Ilhngworth, whether,
during the years you have been in this
House, vou have seen such a deplorable
state of affairs as is exhibited by these
Works Estimates? You have had con-
siderable experience in the House, and
were a member of a Ministry 7 Did you
ever know a.time when a Minister had so
pandered to his electorate as 1o come to
the level of a roads-and-bridges member?

Mg. Borron: Ask the Premier; he
will tell you.

Me. TROY: I cannot accuse the
Premier of pursuing those tactics. He
at one time represented my constituency;
and far from pursning such tactics, he
was never heard of by his copstituency
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after he was elected. But he may have
become more depraved than he was at
that time; because, after all, it is under-
stood that o member is a reflection of his
constituents; and since the constituency
of Mount Magnet received very little from
the Premier as its representative, my
constituents still pursue their old policy,
and do unot ask their representative to be
a roads-and-hridges member, and to cram
the Estimates with sops.

Me. Brown: You have £172 provided
for a padded cell for lunaties.

Mgr. TROY: That is necessary for hob.
members visiting the district. The Minis-
ter for Works, who likes to pose as a
statesman, has seen his way clear to
absolutely swamp these Estimates with
votes for places in his own constituency.
He has even provided a school where one
is ubnecessary.

Mzr. HoLwes: You told us that three
hours ago.

(11 o’clock.]

Mr. TROY: Durnag recess I shall
tell the country from north to south how
the Government{ are managing the affairs
of this State, how they have treated the
House and country, and how they have
failed in their duty to the country, Can
a man make himself more contemptible
than by pandering to people who have no
political ambitions other than what they
can secure from the State ¥ The member
for West Perth, our Chairman, once
occupied the high position of Treasurer
of this State, and it is to his eredit that
on no oceasion did he procure grants for
the electorates in the shape of sops so that
his election might be assured ; but; while
we are faced with a deficit, the Minister
of Works has gone so far as to place on
the Estimates a sum for the reclamation
of the foreshore at Busselton. How the
Minister can descend to such tactics
when the country is crving out for
developmental works I cannot under-
stand. T raise iy emphatic protest
against his action. We have less work
being done in the Public Works Depart-
went and less money provided on the
Estimates than was provided by the pre-
ceding Government, whilst more money
is being speot in administration. It 1s
only natural the Treasurer should not
like this criticism.
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THE TREASURER: As the bon. member | nther member would do such a thing?
is good enough to allude directly to me, | The Government which predeceased him—

the only thing I object to is the way in
which the hon. member is repeating him-
self a hundred times over.

Mz. TROY : Members on the Govern-

ment s1de of the House-have supported !

the Governwent through thick and thin.
They are afraid to express their opinions.

Ter CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must not reflect on other members. He
must confine himself to the vote before
the Committee.

Me. TROY: Members deserve to be
reminded of their failings. When public
works are being stopped and people are
being starved and the country is going
backward, how can they sit silent and
allow these Estimates to be rushed
through ? The Minister for Works is
the alleged statesman of this country, the
most powerful man in the Government,
the idel of the Tory crowd in Perth, the
land sharks and the boodlers, and the
greatest enemy the workera possess, and
their greatest oppressor.  What has the
State done that such a gentleman should
be placed in charge of the Public Works

Department, which, after all, affects every

portion of the State more than any other
department ? The hon. gentleman seems
to have forgotten the whole of the State
in looking after his own constituency.
‘What justification is there for providing
this money to reclaim a foreshore at
Busselton ? This item alone coudemns
the Minister in the eyes of the country,
and it should also condemn him in the
eyes of his constituents. Surely the
Minister bas misunderstood the ideas of
his constituents. Unless he desires to
insult them, he must consider them
more patriotic than that they desire
him to be sent to Parliament to
gerve the interests of Busselton alone
and to neglect other portions of the State.
I believe that to-morrow they would, if
asked, declare that it was not their object,
and that they wish their representative
to be a statestnan; and the sooner the
hon. gentleman reaches that elevated
plane the better for bimself. I am pre-
pared to give him every credit for what
he does. T believe he has great interest
in the Sussex electorate. But what
reasonable justification is there to abso-
lutely cram these Estimates with votes
and sops for his own electorate ¥ What

[General laughter]—1I do hope we shall

. be able to inter him, politically, at no

distant date. The Government which
preceded him did not give any sops to
their electorates. Can any member point
to any item in the last Estimates where
the member for Subiaco gave any sops?
It was the same in the electorates of
Mount Margaret, the Murchison, and
Brown dill.  The representatives of those
electorates did not descend to the paltry
taetics that characterise present Minis-
ters. Now let us come to the money
provided for the Point Sampson jetty,
Surely this country is mnot being
run for the benefit of Ministers?
Surely these hon. members have more
patriotic intentions than to provide only
for works in their own electorates. A
sum of money was provided for strength-
ening & jetty in the north-west. Iam
surprised that the gentleman who repre-
sents Roebourne should allow woney {o
be placed on the Estimates for strengthen-
ing the Port Sampson jetty. Is that not
money wasted? Should- the jetty ever
have been built? This is a great scandal
and I have no hesitation in saying the
people in this State will call the Govern-
ment to account for the scandal they are
perpetrating on this occasion. There is
another jetty in the morth-west that is
used only for sea birds to roost on. Why
not shift that jettv to Port Sampson ? I
do oot think the House will allow the
amount to be voted for the purpose of
strengthening a jetty that will serve no
purpose, except giving someone an oppor-
tunity of perpetrating a scandal on the
State. I appeal to the member for Pil-
barra, whe kuows that district, to say
whether there was uny justification for
that jetty, and I will ask him to vote
with me in having the amount removed
from the Estimates. Whilst T am on
public works I desire to say a few words
regurding the proposal to vonstruct spur
railways in the agricultural portions of
the State. I believe where becessity
exists for the counstruction of spur lines,
they should be built to secure the develop-
ment of the agricultural industry, toopen
up the country and give facilities to
people to permanently settle on the land.
I believe that spur lines are necessary on
agricultural and mineral areas, and I
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will always give my vote in favour of any | Company’s land, which is one of the

such line which I think justifiable, but I
canoot feel satisfied that there is any
justification for the coustruction of these
spurlines and unless I am satisfied that the
lines will serve the purpose for which they
are intended they will not have my sup-
port. What necessity exists at present
for building spur lines on agricultural
areast If the Minister for Lands were
in his place he would support me in the
assertion that there are very large tracks
of land in the State being held by in-
dividuals who do not work them; and
these tracks of land lie alongside our
railways. Take the line from Perth to
Busselton, tlere is a large area of land
along that line which is being put te no
purpose, miles and miles of land where
not a stroke of work is being done, and
this land is held by certain persons who
are holding it for speculative purposes.
It is an absolute disgrace. OQur railways
are being impovenished because these
lands are not being occupied, and unless
a more progressive Government comes
into power there iz no probability of
these lands being utilised. The Govern-
ment are cryiog out for immigration to
settle on the vacant areas in this State so
as to produce food stuffs. What is the
use of this immigration unless we can
put the people on the land ajucent to
railways. The Government should com-
pel the holders of vacant blocks to use
their land or give it up. On the railway
line from Bovanup to Busselton there are
several large areas which are not heing
utilised. If itis desired to make Bussel-
ton a big dairying district these lands
mast be settled. The lunds in the Bus-
gelton district were taken up when
settlers first came to the State, but the
land has not been put to any use. What
justification is there for building agri-
cultural spur lines when we have land
alongside the railways and which is put
to no purpose? The goldfields lines are
worked to make up the loss for running
such lines as that to Busselton, because
this line does not pay for want of settle.
ment. It will be the duty of the Minister
for Lands to bring forward some scheme
for the settlement of these lands before
fresh railways are built. There is an-
other large belt of country with which
the people of the State are concerned at
the present time. I refer to the Midland

finest belts of land in the State and which
is put to no use whatever while the pros-
perity of the State is being retarded.
Let us settle this land, and after we
have done s0 we can take into con-
sideration the construction of other spur
lines in any areas, and any proposals of
that pature shall receive my warmest
support. on every possible occasion. The
Premwier last night referred to the fact
that a very considerable amount of work
had Leen done in conuection with the
rabbit-proof fence. He claimed that
his Government was responsible for the
manner in which this work had been
carried out; but I assert that the
Cabinet of which he is the leader has
done very little towards pushing on this
work. When the Premier was Minister
for Works he controlled that particular
department. They first built a portion
of one line, and so slow were they in
doing it that the rabbits passed it and
the Government had to start again.
The first fence cost £70,000, and it
served no purpose.  The then Minister
for Works (Mr, Johnson), speaking on
this matter some time ago, said :—

The present Administration came into office
on the 10th August. The work was trans-
ferred from the Lands Department in April,
thres months previously.  Since that date to
the present the rate of progress has been 65
miles per month, as against 118 miles per
annum under the administration of the Lands
Department and my friend opposite (M=.
Ragox: That is not s0). If the hon. member
maintaing it is not so, I can only say that I
have the utmost faith in the figures of my
lieutenants; and if the hon. member is pre-
pared to challenge them I will give him ample
opportunity to do so,

‘Whilst the James Government, in which
Mr. Rason was Minister for Works, con-
trolled this particular work, that Govern.-
ment only completed 118 miles a year:
but the Iabour Government, in which
Mr. Johnson was Minister for Works,
constructed over 800 miles a year ; show-
ing that the Labour Government was
more mindful of the interests of the
agriculturists and pastoralists than their
so-called friends who now sit on the
other side of the House. The present
Government could this session have
brought down legislation dealing with
other matiers by which the pastoral indus-
try could be protected ; but they have not
done so. The Government of whick Mr,
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Daglish was the leader desired to bring
down a Bill providing for the creation of
boards in the various pastoral districts,
representative of the squatters, who
should bave the legal right to tax the
people whom they represented, and who
should be subsidised by the Goverument
for the purpose of exterminating the
dingo. I find, however, that although
that is a very necessary wmeasure, and
pastoralists are looking forward to it, no
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certain provision is made for the adminis-
tration of our Arbitration Court; but
although great reforins are necessary in
connection with the administration of the
department, none bave been foreshadowed
by the Government. I thivk a saviog
conld be made in this department by
abolishing the Arbitration Court at
present constituted with a Judge as
president, by saving his salary and pro-

' viding in the various districts certain

effort is being made by the Government -
to pay some attention to the wants of

these people. 1 hope, howerver, that the
Government will bring forward such a
measure, and I have no doubi if they
do it will receive but little opposition,
and members on this side will show that
they have at heart the interests not only
of the settlers, but of the people of the
State. Members on the other side can,
indeed, follow the worthy example given
by memnbers on this side when they occu-
pied the Treasury Benches. I intend
now to refer to the question of immigra-
tion. I believe that the Government
intend to encourage immigration, and the
majority of the Government do not care

gentlemen to act as president of the court.
Such officer would have the same powers
as the President of the Arbitration
Court, and he should be one wheo is
looked up to with respect and esteem in
that particular industrial distriet; one
who understands the industrial condition

i of affairs pertaining to that distriet. I

how immigrants get on so long as they

land in this country.
brought to this country as agricultural
settlers who have had no qualifications
whatever for the purpose for which they
came, and as a result they have had to
follow other occupations, and the labour
market of this State is at present over-
crowded. Many men are out of work
because of the closing of mines, and
there is a great deal of want aud poverty
because the Government,

People have been |

instead of '

spending movoey on public works, are -

wasting it in adwinistration. Unless
immigrants come here as agricoltural
settlers, and are really agricultural settlers
who understand the oceupation, they
should not be encouraged: but if they
are legitimate settlers and are prepared
to settle on the land, and not go upon
the labour market, they will receive every
encouragement from this side of the
House as well as the other. At present
this is not being done. In connection with
the department controlled by the Minister
for Commerce and Lahour, where the
Department of Commerce comes in I am
at a loss to judge. The Estimates do not.
ghow it, so I presume that after all it
must be an honorary title.

think there are many men in this State
who are just as honourable and upright
as a member of the Supreme Court. T
know we could find hundreds of men in
the State who could more efficiently and
more economically preside over these
courts than do the present gentlemen
under the existing system. 1 throw out
the suggestion o the Minister because,
after all, one can bhardly blame that
gentleman, who has no knowledge about
this. T usk people to set aside all
prejudice. The greatest dissatisfaction
exists in connection with this depurtment,
and the hon. gentleman opposite will be
doing a service to every person in this
State if he will remove the disabilities
which now obtain in relation to that Act.
If helikes to amend the Act be will receive
my support, aud no doubt the support of
a vast majority on this side of the House.
I ask Ministers not to allow themselves
to be prejudiced because they do mnot
agree with my opinion ; but to look fairly
into this matter so as to secure a more
efficient and more economical service.
The Premier was good enough to say in
his Budget Speech that he is an optimist;
and I think he told us he wonld rather
be an optimist than a pessimist. T am
at a loss to understand why he is an
optimist. T do not know of any reason
for his optimism, or for an assminption of
a cheerfulness that T think he does not
feel. What has made him an optimist ?
Is it the pold yield for the past 10 vears,
the amount patd in dividends, or the fact
that the gold yield is now decreasing, and

I find that , that his Government are doing nothing
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to improve the state of the country ? Ts
it because the revenue is falling, and that
we are faced with a geoerul deficit, or
because the Premier bas a large majority
behind him, and because he 1s drawing
from this State the means of securing
some of this world's goods, which would
probably make apy man io a like position
something of an optimiat 7 T can ascribe
his optimism ounly to his satisfaction at
his being Premier, and to his belief that
ke will be Premier for at least six months
to come; and whilst satisfied with him-
self, he iz absolutely blind to the wants
of the State, blind to tke fact that he has
failed to keep his promise to bring about
a better stute of affuirs.  Surely, if the
Premier knew that there are thousands
of people out of work in this State, if he
knew that matters both in Puerth and in
the back country are worse to-day than
they were 12 months age, he would
not be an optimist, but would do
something to bring about better con-
ditioms, and to justify optimism. Any
man cawn say he is  an  optimist;
but there 15 no justifieation for the
Premier’s optimisz:,  The outlook is
not .encouraging, and presents difficulties
with which the Premier is unable to
grapple. I fear that his optimism will
give way to pessimism; and though he
may think that everything is right
because all is well with him, the people
of the State will not endorse his opinion,
because matters are going from bad to
worse. The Government wish to get
into recess; and when we review their
wany failings aud the paltry exhibition
they have made in this House, there is
some justification for that, so far as they
are perscnally concerned. If they get
into recess, they will be safe from
¢riticism. But if we have to judge the
intentions of the Government by these
Estimates and by Ministers’ past records,
there is no justification for going into
recess for the next two months anyhow;
because in recess the State will be worse
neglected than it is now, and matters of
urgent importance, requiring jimmediate
attention, will be shelved. Tt is the duty
of the Opposition to compel the Govern-
ment to introduce any nNecessary measures,
to give full consideration to the Esti-
mates, and to enable subservient Govern-
mentsupporters to consider for themselves
whether the Government are acting in the
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best interests of the State I know that
some Government supporters are not
satisfied with the Government or with
the Budget Speech of the Premier. The
Premier may boast of his progressive
Budget; but we are going backward
under the present Government policy,
and many years will pass before the
State will recover the ground lost while
this Govermment is in power. The
Premier has referred to the policy speech
of his predecessor, the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), as a wmark-
time speech. The Premier evidently
thinks that if he says a certain thing
is so, the people will be foolish enough
to believe him. But they bhave only
to contrast his present policy speech, his
Budget, and his intentions, with those
of the member for Subiaco; and they
will find that the present Govornment is
uiterly reactionary, and most unpro-
gressive. It is the duty of all members
to compel the Government to move
cnward, and I can assure Government sup-
porters that the Opposition are prepared to
push them forward, and compel them to
do what they were sent. here todo—work
in the interests of the country generally.

[11-50 o'clock.]

MOTION, TO REPORT PROGRESS.

Mz. HOLMAN moved that progress
be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result . —

Ayes . 13
Noes .. 28
Majority against ... 13
AYES, Noks,
Mr. Bath Mr, Barnett
Mr. Bolton Mr, Brebber
Mr. Collier Mr. Brown
Mr, lish #Mr, Cowcher
Mr. Holman Mr, Diamond
Mr, Horan Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hudson Mr. Ewing
Mr. Seaddnn Mr. Gregory
Mr. Taylor Mr. Gall
Mr. 'I‘r:[y My, Bardwick
Mr. Walker Mr. Hicks
Mr. Ware Mr. Holmes
Mr. Lynch (Tetler). Mr. Jedell
Mr. Keenan
Mr, Layman
BMr. McLarty
Mr, e
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr., Rason
Mr. Swith
Mr, Verynrd

i Mr. Gordon (Telter),
Motion thus negatived,
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RESUDED,
{12 o’clock midnight.]

Mz. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): It
seemed little ghort of a scandal that the
Committee should be asked at this hour
to debate the most important matter that
could be brought before Parliament, and
that members should be asked to debate
a Budget of this volume and deal with
the lengthy speech of the Treasurer with-
out being given some opportunity for
consideration. At the general elections
in every constituency the ome vital issue
was the settlement of the finances, and
in the discussions of Parliament it was
the one vital issue; yet we were only
allowed two days in which to consider
and digest the mass of figures and facts
contained in the Treasurer's speech, We
were told that the reason was that Parlia-
ment must close its deliberations Dbefore
Christmas, and that because Ministers
could not get away to their departments
whila the House was sitting, the depart-
mental work was left undone. The
Treasurer had refused to give the Opposi-
tion one extra day in whieh to comsider
the Estimates; but last week, because
the Premier and his celleagues desired to
lunch on the Flagship, business must
needs be stopped. There was no fime to
consider the finances of the State, but
there was time to suspend the sitting of
Parliament so that Ministers could enjoy
a pleasant day's outing. Also, an ad-
journment of the House had to be made
because the Premier was away, either
recovering from the lunch or preparing
his Budget Speech, the official statement,
of course, being that the Treasurer was
preparing his Budget Speech.

Tue TreEastRER: The hon. member
was welcome to the opinion, and ocught
to be a competent judge.

Me. DAGLISH: Though there was
plenty of work before the House, Ministers
had passed a vote of no-confidence in
themselves by letting the House know
that none of them were capable of filling
the Premier's place and presiding over
the work before the House. It seemed
that the Treasurer wished to avoid any
criticism on his proposals. He had
avoided criticism at election time by
saying nothing concerning the finances—
and saying that repeatedly; and now
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swallow his Financial Statement or digest
his figures. In no other Parliament of
Australia was such indecent haste dis-
played in dealing with the Financial
Statement. No other State Parliament
would agree to adjourn wben Ministers
desired to go to a picnic. This was one
undesirable record we had made, and it
now appeared that the Treasurer wished
to create another. Ministers should not
allow their enjoyment to interfere with
the duty of Parliament to the people of
the State. The financial question was no
party question. All were interested im
seeing that the finances were put on the
soundest footing. The Treasurer himself
bad acknowledged this in the recent
campaign, and it had been acknowledged
in two Governor's speeches this year;
but now the Treasurer told us that the
finances did not require any considera-
tion, and that we should simply trust the
Treasurer; because all things would be
right in the end and because the Treasurer
had _every reason to believe thaf the
revenue would increase, though it might
not meel the expenditure. The Treasurer
bad, during last Parliawent, strongly
criticised the Labour Government with
regard to their financial proposals; but
the circumstances then existing were the
same to-day. The Lubour Government
had brought down their Estimates
when only three months in office and,
previous fo taking office, had not any
experience in Ministerial duties. Also
they had to foot -the Bills follow.
ing the general election. The present
Ministry had seen three months of office
but five of the Ministers were possessed
of previous experience in the particular
departments they were administering,
and thuos would nof require time to
agsimilate the details of departmental
administration. However, they brought
down a Budget with an enormously in-
creased deficit.

Tae TREASURER: But £80,000 had
been awaiting them.

Me. DAGLISH : The hon. member
should also compare the last year with
the yvear before, and must remember that
if the State spent £130,000 more than it
received last year, in the previous year it
had spent considerably more than that
amount over the revenue for that year.

Tue TreEasurEr: But the hon. mem-

gave no opportunity to members to | ber had met with a surplus on taking
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office, whereas he had met with a de-
ficiency.

Mg, DAGLISH: Quite so; but the
Treasurer had been aware that he (Mr.
Daglish) had proposed to endeavour to
meet: the deficiency foreseen by imposing
taxation.

Tue TreEssurER: What had the hon.
member proposed ?

Mr. DAGLISH: A
income tax.

Tre Tressgrer: What would thev
have returned ?

Mr. DAGLISH : The hon. member
had no figures of his there, but certain
figures of his own, or certain figures that

land tax and an

were supplied, but not on the basis sup-

plied by him (Mr. Daglish). The whole
question of the productiveness of a tax
depended on the basis and extent of that
tax,
would yield so much, they were talking

absurdly, unless they specified the rate of

the tax, and not only the rate at the
beginpiog but the rate at which it pro-
gressed. Tt is not necessary to argue in
regard to what amount of land tax should
have been proposed by the Treasurer,
and to what degree it should have been
progresgive. It was for the Treasurer to
frame his own proposals; it was the
bounder duty of the Treasurer, if he
realised his revenue this year would be
insufficient to meet his expenditure, to
find some way of meeting the deficiency,
otherwise than waiting for something to
turn up.

Tae TREASURER:
and June. .

Mg. DAGLISH: The Premier had
had from August to formulate his pro-
posals. If the Premier delayed the taxa-
tion for 12 months, it must of necessity
come into force 12 months later, and if
it were necessary te wait till the end of
the financial year before collecting the
tax, how much move reason was there to
hurry on with a measure to impose that
tax, because the same degree of notice
would be necessary and the same time
would elapse in preparing the machinery
and getting it 1nto working order after
the next session as would elapse after
this session. There was another impor-
tant consideration affecting this question,
and that wag our position in regard to
the Commonwealth; and the Treasurer
had recognised this in some of his

Between January
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utterances and in referring to federation
in the recent Budget Speech. What
we had to face was that, year by year, we
were liable to huve heavy demands made
on us by the Commonwealth, therefore
we were liable to have small returns from

. the Commonwealth, even if the same

revenue was received from our own people.
‘We had to face the danger of an aban.
donment of the book-keeping system at
an early date, therefore there was double

. reason for the greatest care to be exercised

When members said a land tax |

by the Treasurer, and there was the
greatest need where there was the likeli-
hood of a deficit occurring, tu protect the
interests of the State by seeing that none
of the important developmental depart-
ments had to be starved in the near
foture owing to the want of funds. A
great deal had been said as to the eost of
administration here and the heavy taxa-
tion. The reason we were spending so
much more per head than other States
was not because the cost of administra-
tion was greater but because we were
doing so much more for our people than
the other States in the Commonwealth.
‘We must tax our people sufficiently to
keep on ihe work of our Lands Depart-
ment and the Mines Department, and
ather large departments, or else materially
restrict our conveniences by taking away
these developments which it had been the
policy of Parliament to provide in the
past. The question we had to face in
the future was whether it was to the
tnterests of the State to continue to assist
ita various industries, or whether that
assistance was to be gradually withdrawn
from our people. There lay the impor.
tant line that was going to separate
parties on this financial issue in the
immediate future; it was a question that
could not be too earily faced if we con-
tioued the same policy that had been
adopted in the past and maintained still,
of endeavouring to give assistance to
those enguged in our important develop-
mental industries. In dealing with this
important question, he could not under-
stand why a member who recognised the
possibilities of a restricted revenue in
future should be called a pessimist. It
was not a gquestion of our upinion of the
wealth or resources of the Stute, it was a
question of what our present channels of
revenue were likely to bring in, and there
were several directions in which our



506 Annual Bstimates :

revenne was likely to fall off in the
immediate future. The Premier himself
recognised this in regard to one particular
channel, that was in regard to the Com-
monwealth revenue, but he (Mr. Daglish)
was afraid he would have to extend that
recognition farther than he had done in
the present Budget. He (Mr. Daglish)
desired as far as possible to confine
himself to the general guestions, and it
might be his duty later on to offer a few
reraarks in regard to some of the divisions
when we came to deal with them specifi-
cally. He was sorry the general dis-
cussion was being hurried so wmuch,
because he believed by affording members
a chance of speaking on the general
question it would have largely curtailed
the amount of time taken up on the
Estimates as a whole. He anssured the
Premier that as far as he was concerned
he should have been glad only to speak
once in the genmeral discussion. Just
touching on one or two points in the
Budget, he noticed the estimated expen-
diture for 1905-6 was set down as
£3,721,217, or just £24,007 less than
the actnal expenditure of the last financial
year, Inother words after going through
the figures of last year's expenditure the
Government had been unable, in spife of
their knowledge of the departments, to
reduce the expenditure by a larger sum
than £24,000. This saving had been
effected by reducing the public works
expenditure by .-£77,512 as compared with
last year's estimate.

TeE TreEASURER: Would it not be
fairer to take the two estimates ?

Mr. DAGLISH would do that if it
was desired. He was giving the Premier
his estimate in this case as against the
estimate in another case and as against
the actual expenditure. It was his own
estimate of expenditure of the Public
‘Works Department, or £27,942 less than
the actual expenditure of last year.

TuE TressveER: How much less than
the estimate ?

Mr. DAGLISH: It was £77,000. He
wanted to point out where this whole
saving was effected on the Estimates,
considerably more than £50,000. This
swving had been made solely out of the
Public Works Departnent last year. He
{Mr. Daglish) was cried down through-
out the country by the Premier and
those who agreed with him because it
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was said le was starving the public
works, and he was denounced as one
injuring the prosperity of the State by
the fuet that he bad provided only
£380,000 on the Estimates for expenditure
by the Public Works Departruent. These
gentlemen were loud in their denuncia-
tions of him and fond of snegring at him
for his mark-time policy, but the Gov-
ernment, had gone £77,512 worse. If
their views were right, if his policy was
one of mark-time, the present Govern-
ment’s was one of absolute halt, absolute
stagnation. The great outery last session
was that we were spending too much in
administration, and that outery had not
altogether dropped, but strange to say
those who denounced him were those who
had built up the alleged costly adminis-
tration of which they complained.” Up
to the present moment since their return
to office, the Government had been unable
to effect any economies. Perbaps the
Premier would say that the members of
the Giovernment were new to office at
the present moment, but no allowance
of that sort was made for the Govern-
ment which they succeeded. The Pre-
mier contended that as soon as the late
Government took office their full responsi.
bilities rested on thew and not on other
persons who were responsible for their
creation. He was aware that Ministers
proposed to effect economies which they
could not at present specify. The late
Grovernment had considerable hope in the
same direction, and were successful in
curtaitling their expenditure to such an
extent that had the revenue expected
been received there would have been no
difficulty whatever in closing the financial
year with a surplus. Now the Premier
had come forward with practically the
same proposals, and he could only hope
the anticipations would be realised. He
hoped the anticipated revenue would be
realised. We were all largely enough
interested in the welfare of the State to
be able to trust the Government in power
and to wish that everything might be
prosperous and bright, and that the
roseate picture which the Treasurer painted
might be realised during his term of office.
He assured the Prewnier that, as far as he
was concerned, if he could help in any
way he would always be happy to do his
share towards helping the Ministry if he
be bebind them or facing them. The
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same spirit, he was sure, actuated mem-
bers generally. He was sorry to have
to complain of some ot the words used
by the Premier the other night when

speaking of the loan flotations. The
Premier alleged that the last loan
flotation was actually the worst in

the experience of Western Australia.
That was a very uafair statement, and he
thought the Premier's conscience—be-
cause sometimes even a Premier had a
conscience—must bave struck him. The
hon. gentleman said, recognising doubt-
less that he might have been unfair, that
he "did not intend to be so. He (Mr.
Daglish) acquitted him of any intended
unfairness, but be could not acquit bim
of want of knowledge of the return he
submitted to the House. That return
showed that at the time the present
Premier was Colenial Treasurer in the
James Administration money was being
raised in the Bastern States at a cost for
interest paid by the Government of £4
ls. 5d. per cent. The sum of £483,215
was shown by this Return No. 8 as having
been realised on the loan fioated on the
14th* May, 1903. {THE TREASURER:
What were the vet proceeds P]  The net
proceeds were £99 1s. 5d. at 4 per cent.,
and the cost to the State per annum
represented £4 1s. 5d. The actual net
proceeds on the two loans were only
to be considered when the difference in
interest was also taken iuto considera.
tion; and the chief factor in regard to
the cost was the annual payment repre-
senting interest. Altogether there was
raised under this loan £483,215 which
was tepresenied by debenture stock,
and £605,525 which was represeuted by
local inseribed stock, issued to persons
applying for it. The loan, therefore, re-

presented £1,088,540. Against this we

should take into consideration the last
loan floated, of £1,400,000 at 3% per
cent., of which the net proceeds were
£93 63, 4d. und the interest per hundred
pounds sterling paid by the Government
in regard to that, £3 17s. 7d., or just
3s. 10d. less than the interest payable in
regurd 1o the money received under the
4 per cent. loan. Surely this 3s. 10d. on
£1,400,000 was worth saving to the State,
for it represented about £2,650 per annum
saved in interest. Atthe same time there
was a farther saving. As a very large

awount had annuvallytobepaidin England
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I in repayment of stores purchased and
sinking fund and interest, which now
' amounted to three-quarters of a miilion
or a little more, it would be recognised
that on every hundred pounds of this
locally-raised stock remitted to London
we had the farther expense of exchange,
which in some instances, owing to the
fact that the money had to be remitted
by cable, ran up from about 13s. to 22s.
6d. per hundred pounds; so there was
another very substantial saving which
bad to be added to the saving already
quoted in regard to the interest. Had
the Premier chosen to go farther, he
could bhave found on the same Return
other instances where money had been
raised on less advantageous terms than
that late loan. But in dealing with this
question of the raising of money, the
Promier mnst recognise that the condition
of the market had to be taken into con-
sideration. The flotation indicated that
this State got as good a return as was
possible at that time, and that in fact
those persons who had undertaken to
underwrite the loan had made an offer
to the State which was better than the .
condition of the London money market
warranted them in making. During his
(Mr. Daglish's) term of office we were
under very unfortunate conditions with

rd to the raising of money, owing to
the fact that for the bulk of that term
there was a big war going on and the
parties 1o that war were making very
heavy demands on the Buropean money
market, and were paying a very heavy
rate of interest in order to secure the
money they required for the prosecution
of the war.,  Then again, unfortunately—
for what reason none of us were able
definitely toexplain—A ustraliansecurities
had not stood as high in the London
market as their merits enfitled them to.
Probably that was due te the unwise,
and very often untruthful, utterances
made at public gatherings by unpatriotic
Australians. These circumstances had
to be borne in mind when dealing
with any transactions wade by him-
self or any other Treasurer. That
loan eventuated as advantageously as
it possibly could bave done at the time
it was flouted. Last ycar he pointed
out that our stocks were not vitaily
affected by the question of what Govern-
ment or political party happened for the



508 Annual Estimales :

[ASSEMBLY ]

All Night Silting.

time being to be in power in this or any | of opportunities of complaining of him.

other State; and the then Leader of the
Opposition did not altogether hold that
view, but endeavoured to subslantiate the
case in the opposite direction.
found, however, that since the general
election, when that stability bhad been
acquired which was so earnestly prayed
for, and which was going to work such
wonderful results for the credit of this
State, there had been no increase in the
value of Western Australian stocks.

THE PrEMIER: The hon. member was
wrong ; though not intentionally.

Mr. DAGLISH would be very glad to
be corrected. The latest figures he had
were in regard to the 20th Aungust, when
the Western Australian 3 per cents. were
quoted at £88 10s.; and on the 2nd
ggcember, when they were quoted at

6.

Tae Premier: What about the 337

Mr. DAGLISH: On the 20th August
the 3} stood at £96 10s;, and on the
2nd December at £97: so there was a
decrease of £2 10s. on the 3 per cents,
and an increase of 10s. on the 33.

Tue Premier was afraid that the
bon. member had the wrong figures for
the 3 per cents.

Mr. DAGLISH would be very glad
to refer again to the figures. The
figures fully justified the statement he
made that the existence on the Treasury
Benches of any political Government or
party did not affect the value of our
stocks; because an inerease of § per
cent. was quite unworthy of attention
from one week -to avother, especially
when we considered the date at which
the first payment of £1 13s. as interest
was due. Fluctuations were really due first
of all to the date when the dividend was
due. He was quite prepared in Opposition
to listen to a stutement made on the
Treasury Benches, because he did not want
to play the game of politics on points, but
to endeavour to serve the country and put
party consideratione entirely out of the
question; or, at all events, not allow
them to affect the value of any statement
made. They wished to give credit where
it was due; but he was sorry he bhad not
had much opportunity of doing that in
regard to lis friend opposite, who, he
regretted to say, bad given him numbers

One . fe quoted that without making any per-

However, one consolation was that

While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return.

sonal reflection on the Minister. There
were one or two points dealt with in the
speech by the hon. member last year in
regard to which he would like to refresh
his memory. The hon. member said :—

I should like to have been able to congratu-
late the Treasurer upon the etyle in which he
delivered his gpeech. Those of us who have
been in this House will well remember that
8ir John Forrest, and indeed suceessive
Treasuvers, when they made Budget Speeches,
entered upen the subject with enthusiasm;
they conveyed to their hearcrs some of that
enthusinsm, until people who came to listen
to those Budget Speeches went away convinced
of the sincerity and ocarnestness of the
Treasurers who delivered the Speeches, and
convinced that it was good to be in Weatern
Australia after all.

He could not help thinking that the hon,
member was exercising his prophetic
instinets when he uttered those sentences.
There was another extract, and it was
equally Lrief, which the hon. member
used when speaking of the rabbit-proof
fence :—

I find moreovar that there i8 absolutely no
provision for the continuation of the fencing;
s0 that either the Government intend alto-
gother to drop the fencing, or they intend in
Future to charge the femcing to loan. I sub-
mit that either course, whichever they pro-
pose to adopt, is bad; and if they propose to
charge the work of fencing against rabbits to
loan account, then in my opinion at all events,
the proposal is most improper, because it can
never be held that rabbit fencing is a repro-
ductive work. It is undoubtedly a proper
charge against revenue,

The hon. member enlarged with some
degree of warmth upoo tbis question.
He was sitting in Oppositios at the time
and opposed the proposala of the Govern.
ment. It was true he pointed out that
the finances of the State did not enable
us during that financial year to find the
money from revenue to carry on the
work. The hon. member was prepared
then to demand that bricks should be
wade without straw, prepared to demand
that the then Government should con-
struct the fence oub of revenue whether
they had the money or not, Now a leaf
had been turned, and the hon. member
proposed to do this year exactly what he
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reproved the late Government for doing |
last year.

Tee Premier : The late Government
started him on the wrong road.

Mg. DAGLISH: The hon. member
was very easily converted when conver-
sion was accompanied by translation. One
wus satisfied the hon. member required
conversion, butdid not deserve translation,
[Tee PrEMIER said he wassatisfied.] The
references made seemed to indicate that
the hon. member found his attitude
somewhat poverned by his position in
the House. He desired to support the
hon. member now in the action that he
(Mr. Daglish) took last year. He was
prepared to place no obstacles in the way
of his continuing this rabbit-proof fence
out of loan monevs, becuuse be recog-
nised it was necessary to do so. What
he did condemn him most earnestly for
was that in Lis speech, which, as far as
he was able to judge, was practically a
continuation of the Budget proposals of
last year, there was no new ground
whatever broken. There might be more
apt expressions, there might be more
grace of diction, which they all knew the
hon. member was so eminently possessed
of ; but there was no new ground whatever
broken. And at the same time there was
more need for new ground because of
the fact that the position this year was
considerably worse than the position
which existed twelve months ugo. Many
members complained that this State was
80 heavily taxed that it would be impos-
sible for the Government to. introduce
new taxation without an undue burden
on our people. He found that according
to the figures submitted of the estimated
revenue 1t was anticipated that altogether
£269,640 of our revenue would De
received from State taxation, and the
rest of our revenue practically came
from public departinents which gave
some value to the persons who made pay-
ment to them. It was true the Budget
statement showed territorial revenue that
might be regarded as coming under
taxation heading; but the actual direct
taxation imposed in thiz State amounted
only to £1 per head of our population
—a lower State taxation than prevailed
in any other State of the Commonwealth.
He must invite attention to what seemed
the utterly illegal position that the Gov-
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ernment had taken up as to its recent
, expenditure. Since the present Govern-
ment took office, it had made no applica-
tion to Parliament for supply, although

- its supply must have been long since

exhavsted. The Constitution Act pro-
vided that, *“ After and subject to the
charges hereinbefore mentioned, all the
consolidated revenue funds shall be ap-

© propriated to such purposes as any Act

of the Legislature shall prescribe.” Then
followed certain saving provisions, relat-
ing to pensions, to sinking fund and
interest, and io legal charges. The pro-
vision in the Audit Aet was that “ No
money shall be drawn from the public
account except under appropriation made
by law or by the authority of the Gover-
nor.” That was the very wmuch argued
Section 7, of which we had heard so
frequently 12 months ago. But it had
been ascertained that although to the lay
mind it might appear that under the
section the Governor had power to make
appropriations without reference to Par-
liament, such power was given to the
Governor oaly in pursuance of the powers
conferred on him constitutionally; in
other words, he counld act only after the
authority of Parliament had been given,
approving of an appropriation-made by
Parliament. May, dealing with this
question, was very emphatic in the state-
ment that, “ The most important power
vested in any branch of the Legislature
wus the right of imposing taxes on the
people, and of voting money for the
exigencies of the public service. The
exercise of this right by the Commons is
practically a law of the annual ineeting
of Parliament for the redress of grievances,
and it may also be said to give the
Commons the chief autbority in the
State. In all countries, the public
purse is one of the wain instruments of
political power.” Later on, the same
authority stated that, * drafts made upon
the consolidated fund to meet the grants
voted by the Comnitive of Supply for
the service of the eurrent year are based
upen resolotions agreed to by the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means,” and went
on to show that—*TUpon these resolu-
tions are founded, first, the Sessional
Consolidated Fund Acts, and finally, the
Appropriation Act, which endows those
resolutions with complete legal effect;

. and upon receipt of an order from the
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Sovereign, which gives final validity to
the supply grant, the Treasurer makes
issues to meet those grants out of the
consolidated fund.” Now the supply
granted during the present finuncial year,
from the consolidated fund, amounted to
£987,000, made up of £496,000 granted
in the first Supply Act, and £491,000 in
the second Act. However; during the
five months ending 30th November last,
no less than £1,420,780 was expended ;
and it appeared that the (Governwnent had
simply ignored Parliament in this matter.
The Premier had sought a dissolution
without taking the trouble, in his great
haste to go to the country, to ask for
supply, as he should have done, to carry
. him on over the general elections ; unless,
indeed, he had sufficient. If he had
suffictent to carry on until the elections
were over, he had omitted, up to date, to
seek any farther supply; although ap-
parently he had expended something like
£433,000 in excess of the expenditure
authorised by Parliament. This matter
seemed very serious. If the Government
were carrying on illegally,’and flouting
Parliament, members were failing in their
dutv to the public i they did not very
emphatically express their opinions as to
the Government action; bhecause the
power of the purse, enjoyed by the
Lower House, was the one right which
gave that House the proud position it
should hold in any British community.
Weshould be false to our electors and to
the noble traditions of British Parliaments
if we allowed any Government to usurp
the powers rightly and solely possessed by
the representatives of the people. He
hoped it would be possible for the
Premler. before the discussion closed, to
give some definite informadion and sume
reasonable explanation regarding this
important matter. He (Mr. Daglish)
could not conceive of any possible ex-
planation that could relieve the Premier
of a grave responsibility for a serious
wrong. One other point. Though the
financial year was estimated to close with
a deficit of only £132,000, the deficiency
at the end of November was £124,099;
and seeing that it had grown from
£46,522 to £124,099 in five months, in
spite of the fact that in one month a
surplus of £24,409 was earned, it was
not obvious why the Premier expected to
get his deficit reduced to £132,000 at the
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end of the finsncial year. He (Mr.
Daglish) had noticed without any sur-
prise that the elections were hurried over
between the publication of the financial
returns for Septemnber and the like re-
turns for October; apparently for the
reason that there was in September an
exceptionally large return from ‘the
Commonwealth, some £8,000 more than
the average mouthly return ; and there
was the usual annual pa.vment of lands
rents, amounting to about £40,000, In
consequence of these abnormal receipts,
the Government were able to report a
surplus of £24,000 on the month’s trans-
actions. That was their first month of
office; and at onée they pointed out to
the public that whereas in August there
had been a deficit of so much, yet in
September, when they had got into office,
public confidence had been restored, and
the people were rejoicing ut the fact that
the member for Guildford was now the
Premier, and that peaceand plenty would
abound on every band ; hence the revenue
had at once jumped up. Apparently
that illusion had an important effect
upon the pgeneral elections—the fact
that a large number of people took
seriously the statement that the return
of the present Government o office had
led to this surplus on the month’s trans-
actions. Those people overlooked the
fact that almost imvariably in September
and in March there was a substantial
surplus on the month’s transactions,
merely because of the special revenue
received in those months, and not re-
ceivable in any other month of the year.
And the Ministry—well, did not disavow
any share they might have had in swelling
the revenue,

Tue Premier: The hon. member
could not have expected them to disavow
it, nor would he have done so.

Mr. DAGLISH: Undoubtedly he
would ; and he now did his best to dis-
avow it oo behalf of the FPremier, who
should not be blamed wrongfully. Had
the general elections taken place at the
beginning of November instead of the
end of October, even then the electors
would not have entertained such glowing
opinions of the present Government as
they held on the 27th October,

Tue Prexrer : They still seemed fairly
well sutisfied.
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Mr. DAGLISH: That he had not
heard, hut had heard to the contrary.
However, the Government bad still
enough time te make a2 new name for
themselves, and he hoped they would set
out early to doit. He would have liked
an opportunity of devoting more con-
sideration to the Budget Speech. The
Premier was acling very unfairly to the
people of the State in preventing the
people’s representatives from considering
the financial statement. The unfairness
to members of the House was a secondary
matter ; but it was every member’s duty
to his electors to investigate the finances;
and no individoal, no matter what might
be his official position for the time being,
was justified in robbing every member of
the House of an opportunity to discharge
his duty. At a recent public gathering,
he (Mr. Daglish) had pointed out that a
large (Government majority wmight be
either a great blessing or a great curse to
this country. If the Premier used bis
majority as he was using it to-night, it
would be a great curse to the country,
and ultimately a great curse to the
Premier. After all, the electors de-
sired that Parliament should have an
opportunity of considering the finances,
aud beheved that this was the most
important duty bon. members could fulfil.
It was more important even than keeping
Ministers away for a few extra days
from their departments. He hoped even
now that the Premier wounld see the
wisdomn of agreeing to report progress in
order that members might have the
opportunity of aecquainting themselves
with the Estimates, and addressing them-
selves to the question,

(1 a.m. ¥riday.]

MOTION, TO EEFORT PROGRESS,

Mr. Scappan moved that progress be
reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result: —

Aves 13
Noes 23
Majority against 10
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ATESY, Nors,
Mr. Bath Mr, RBarneth
Mr, Bolton Mr. Brebber
Mr. Collier Mr. Brown
Mr. Daglish Mr. Coweher
Mr, Holman Mr. Dinmond
Mr. Horan Mr, Eddy
Mr. Hudson { Mr, Ewiag
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Gregory
Mr. Taylor Mr. Gull
Mr. Troy , Mr, Hicks
Mr, Walker , Mr. Holmes
Mr. Ware Mr, Isdell
Mr. Lyneh (Teller), Mr. Eeenan
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Male
Mt. Mitchell
., Mr. Monger
, Mr.N. J, Moore
| Mr. Price
. Mr. Rason
Mr. Smith
| Mr. ¥, Wilson

Mr. Gordou {Teller).
Motion thus negatived.

(1-5 a.m.]
RESUMED

Mer. T. H. WALEER (EKanowna)
protested against having to undergo the
ordeal of speaking to this important
subject at such an hour of the morning.
He was aware that the Government were
anxious to get into recess, but it was far
more important that the finances of the
country should be fully debated and con-
sidered in every particular thao that the
Government should have the comfort and
enjoyment of their offices. The very
foundation of Parliamentary institutions,
and the justification for the existence of
Parliament, was the discussion of the
finances. It wasg the special prerogative
of Parliament. The finances only came
before the House once a year, and
probably owing to political disturbances
und changes of Parliament, it was un-
fortunate that the Estimates must be
discussed at the end of the year when the
weather was hot and conditions were
trying ; nevertheless, it was the duty of
members to give their best talents to the
consideration of the Budget. He could
not help recalling some of the old historical
oceasions, and the time whenr Charles I,
Eing of England, bad demanded that
money should be voted to him witkout
discussion. King Charles had ordered
the Commons to grant supply, reasoning
that it was not their province to dispufe
as to the wisdom of it, but that they
should furnish him with the funds. The
King was under the impression that it
was the subservient duty of the Commons
to yield to his demands, but the Commons
had persisted in discussing the necessity
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for supplies, und had argued that supplies
must be granted lawfully; and then the
King, growing impatient, had gone to the
Commons with his armed courtiers and
with an army at his back, and had
entered the sacred precincts of, the
Chamber, had walked to the Speaker’s
Chair and dewanded the surrender of
those who had dared to protect the
privilege of the Commons to discuss
the finances before granting supplies.
The civil war brought about by the con-
duet of that King and which had resulted
in the overthrow of Rogalty for the time
being, had been cansed by the declaration
of the right of the Commons to discuss
the finances. No British monarch had
since dared to take away the liberties of
the Commons in this regard, but here in
this State we had mockeries of kings-—
those sitting on the Government hench—
who had presumed to do what a King of
England dared not do. Our liberties
were to be nullified. If we were to be
blocked in discussing the Estimates,
where was the benefit of the blood shed
in the pastforthe privilegesof Parliameot?
Without any exaggeration or any forcing
of opinions or conclusions in the matter,
that was the actual position taken by the
Government. What was the object of
that ? Surely the House was not pre-
vented from discussing this matter.
Because it was the ouly thing on the list
to discuss, and therefore if it was out of
the way the Government would get into
recess ¥  That was not the reason, for
there was other business on the Paper
that could be dealt with and necessarily
must be dealt with before the session
closed. But these matters were behind
the finaucial statement, and we were
suddenly seized by the throat and
ordered to devour the Premier’s morsel
right away. That was not tbe conduct
of a Government anxious to be faic; it
was the conduct of a Government who
did not desire their Budget speech to be
criticised and put into the full light of
day before the public. The Government
had suceeeded in preventing discussion ;
it had prevented the consideration of the
Estimates. The Budget had not heen
discussed. The Premier might say that
was not the fault of Ministers, because
there had been ample opportunity to
debate the matter, and menbers could go
on all night if they pleased. The Chair-
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man had had soine rxperience of debating
and eriticising and analysing a Budget
speech ; he had had the care and worry
and labour of preparing such a speech,
and konew what care was necessary in a
matter of such importance. One must
not jump at hasty conclusions. It was not
a were matter of totting up figures, mere
additions and subtractions ; judgment
had to be exercised in every portion of
the analysis, in every comparison, and in
every calculation. If the Premier found
it necessary to take all thesze weeks to
prepare his Speech; if he had at
his command all the officers of the
Treasury and all the public servants
of the State to assist in the preparation
and then found that with all these aids,
and all his care and thought over if, it
was necessary to postpone the delivery of
the Speech more than once, was it reason-
able that members who had that Budget
with the elaborate tables, maps, and docu-
ments placed in their hands at a late hour
on Tuesday night, could be ready at
2 o'clock the day but one after, to follow
the Premier through all the avenues and
labyrinths of his discourse. Wasit reason-
able? Was it just ¥ The Premier did not
expect it by demanding that this should be
done. The Premier had effectively pre-
vented his speech from being debated. No
member, however keen he might be, or how
able or capable in finance, could possibly
overtake the Premier in that space of time.
It would nol be wise for one to presume to
do it. It could not be expected that a
henourable member would lend himself
to these opinions and judgments in such
a short space of time. (Obvious and con-
spicnous errors might be detected, but the
hidden methods of finance or figures one
could not be expected to folldw; yet the
Government demanded that members
shonld debate the speech now or not
at all. That meunt not at all. What
would the country say if the Gov-
ernment were allowed to make their
Speech, throw the documents on the tuble,
and rush away to a picnic or their Christ-
mas dinner, and we on the Opposition
side said wnothing, ne one criticising ?
What would be the good of Parliament if
that sort of thing was allowed? Tt was
appareot to him (Mr. Walker) that the
Government came to the conclusion
that Parliament was no good. The
Goveroment could do better without the
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Parliament, that wag the position they -

were assuming and it was well the country
should know that. The Government
were taking up the position that they
were capable of runming the country
without a Parliament. The ery of
the Government was, give us our
offices, let us administer. They were
the Ceesars of the 19th century. The
Government told members that the
object was to get into recess, to do away
with Parliament for the time being.
That was not what the British institution
of the past bad devised. This institution
has been ever found necessary. It was
Kiog Charles’ idea that he could do away
with Parliament, and for 11 or 12 years
he never called ooe together; he did
without it until he was forced to call it.
[Mr. Horax: He lost his head.] These
King Charles’s also would metaphorically
lose their heads. These slight abuses
commenced in an easy way without
apparent realisation of what the conse-
quences were to be in the future. Even
supposing there was opportunity to
properly digest the Budget, read it, and
understand it, was it within the pos-
sibilities of human nature to properly,
calmly, and dispassionately debate the
Speech to-night? Was it not a tax on
human nature beyond endurance, was it
not the continuation of the same policy
of brute force to compel members at this
bour to debate the Government policy ?
What was the reason of it? Mr,
Daglish had a right to be heard. He had
unintentionally been accused of some
things, not exactly blundering ov unfit-
ness or mismunagement, in the Treasury
prior to the advent of the present
Government, and he had the right to
put himself clearly, as he understood the
case, before the public.
pelled to speak when he could not be

But he was com- |

reported to the public, for members did .
" faced with a defieit of £132,000. Speak-

not talk in the Chamber to convince each
other, they talked to convinee the public
outside. That was the object; to put
themselves clearly in their position before
the public, and the member for Subiaco
had the right to put himself in that
place, but he was compelled to speak
when he c¢ould not be reported; he
was compelled to lose that privilege;
he was effectively gagged. He (Mr.
Walker) was an ordinary member, but

he represented a constitugency thut had
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the right to appear at this tribunal,
and whilst he (Mr, Walker) might sub-
mit to be snubbed individually, whilst i
the House he could not conscientiously
permit his constituents to be insulted ;
for a wrong to him, a gagging of his
liberties, and the prevention of doing his
duty was an ouotrage to the country.
Why were the Government afraid of the
member for Subiaco making a statement ?
Surely they should not be afraid of giving
hiin an opportunity, seeing that they had
taken his Budget Speech and re-delivered
it. The Budget Speech of the member
for Subisco was the Budget Speech of
Mr. Rason. The policy of Mr. Daglish
was precisely and in fote the policy of the
present Leuder of the Government.

Tae CHAIEMAN : The hon. member
must not mention members by vame.

Mer. WALKER: The Budget Speech
by the member for Subiaco and the
Speech by the present Premier followed
so closely on all-fours that * imitation”
was scarcely the word for it. It looked
more like forgery, more like practically a
theft of the whele of the Budget of the
late Premier. Not only did the pre-
sent Premier go along the lines of the
preceding Premier, taking his figures,
here and there deducting a little to show
what was supposed to be a saving, here
and there perhaps adding a new vote to
the list in the Estinates, but on the
whole continuing line for line, step by
step, and stage by stage, on the lines of
the member for Subiaco, but he pursued
exactly the same reasoning, and the same
policy was enunciated, the policy of
drift, the policy of what he chose the
other night to call optimism ; that policy
which was utterly condemned by himself
and by the country when it was uttered
by the member for Subiaco. It was a
policy of hope; that was all. At the
end of this financial year we were to be

ing last year the present Premier said
(extract read from Hansard, 22nd
November, pages 1334-3). Why was
this check on the part of the Govern-
ment to be placed apon the debate? He
was trying to get some reasons, some
motive that would be understandable.

* Was it because the Budget Speech of the
' Treasurer the other night was none other

than a declaration to the country that
this Governmezt had no policy, but
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wished to let thibgs go on as they were,
notwithstanding the fact that we were
drifting pearer and nearer, he did not
say 1o bankruptey, because the resources
of this State were so great that it would
take us a long time to get to that
condition, but to a very difficult and try-
ing position? Was it Dbecause. the
Government could not devise any new
means of making revenue and expen-
diture meet? [Memner: Yes; the
totalisator.]  Those were 1mere play-
things of the hour, mere trivialities.
There was certainly nothing states-
manlike about these matters. Was it
not our duty to provide means of equal.
ising revenue and expenditure?  What
dia the proposals of the Clovernment
amountto?  That we were to continue
to live on loan money, to run the country
by borrowing. Table 8, furnished by the
Treasurer was wonderfully instruective,
but he did not wish to delay the House
by reading it in full as the Premier had
done. But let members jnst casnally
take a glance from the l4th July, 1891,
to the time when the Federal Government
took Sir John Forrest away. During Sir
John Forrest’s time all our great under-
takings were commenced, and many of
them completed. True, some works were
left for succeeding Governments to com-
plete; but they had appropriations in
hand for carrying out those works.
Tax PrEmier: Wrong.

Mer. WALKER: Notatall. 'Till Sir
John Forrest left office borrowing had
been increasing, but had never been
excessive. From 1891 to 1900 we had
not exceeded a loan of a million; but the
moment Sir John Forrest left we had
loans in rapid succession. On the 22nd
March, 1900, £1,000,000; on the 27th
November, 1900, £880,000; on the lst
January, 1901, £500,000; on the 18th
September, 1901, £1,500,00G; on the
30th January, 1902, £1,500,000; on the
14th May, 1903, £483,215; on the Ist
January, 1905, £500,000; on the Sth
June, 1905, £1,400,000. The bulk of our
loan indebtedness might almost be said
to have accumulated since Sir John
Forrest [eft us; and what great public
works were in hand since then to absorh
the loan moneys?

TEE PREMIER:
be paid for?

What works had to

[ASSEMBLY:]

Al Night Sitting.

Mr. WALEKER: There were some
legacies of works to be done, together
with some money to pay for them. The
Premier’s interjection did not alter the
fact that we were running the country—
not  public  works construction, bmg
ordinary administration—by means of
loan moneys; we were fast becoming
dependent on loans for the expenses of
Government. Such a course was dan-
gerous; it meant a smash Dby-and-by.
There was the excuse that the Cownmon-
wealth had not given us the support we
received from it a few years ago. The
interstate duties had disappeared. But
that was no excuse for relying on a loan
policy. It was rather a stunulus to a
Government to devise measures to enable
them to overtake expenditure. But what
did they propose ? They had only a hope
that they would be able 1o dock a few
pounds in departmental working expenses.
That would not develop the country. The
country needed, not cheeseparing, but
spirited and generous assistance, so that
its citizens might develop all its resources.
We must spend woney to get money.
Miserliness in public administration was
inimical to progress, and checked the
spirit of the people. Bo as not to be
niggardly we must have mouey, and our
revenue, if insufficientt, must be increased.
If ordinary taxation proposals were not
agresable, other means of financing might
be tried, he believed, with benefit. Why
could not the Government do what had
been done, say, in the Channel Islands,
where public works were undertaken, and
paper money was issued on the security
of those works as they were constructed?
This course was already foreshadowed by
the State Bank of South Australia. The
proposal was not new, and it showed a
possible means of tiding over temporary
difficelties. But a policy of continued
borrowing was suicidal. Every yeur we
had to find not less than £811,920 for
loan interest and sinking fund.

Mr. Troy drew attention to the state

‘of the House.

Tue Premier: Why did the hon,
member send his men out?

Mg. Trov: They had not been sent
out.

Tue Presier: They had.

Me. Troy: The only member who had
left the room was the member for Canning
(Mr. Gordon), the Government Whip.
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The Premier's assertion must be with- ' pile ultimately became a weight around

drawn, .

Tag Premier withdrew the statement,
if the hon. member's sense of honcur
would thereby be satisfied.

[Betls rung and quoruw formed.]

Mr. WALKER: The Premier said in
his Budget Speech that he purposed
deferring any lengthy reference to the
Loan Estimates and farther borrowing
until the Loan Estimates themselves were
submitted; that he thought there had
grown up a practice of referring too
tully to the Loan Estimates when con-
sidering the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure; that it would be better to
keep the two distinct; that many of the
works hitherto undertaken solely from
revenue would have to be contributed to
from loan funds; and that existing
authorisations having been exceeded, a
" farther authorisation would be necessary.
This was a declaration that we must live
constantly on borrowed money, without
making any effort to rescue ourselves
from the hands of the money lenders;
and that the State must be saddled with
an ever-increasing annual interest bill,
We were now approaching the time when
we must find about u million per annum
to meet our loan obligations ; and accord-
ing to the Premier, this sum must con-
stantly increase. It was very well Lo say
that if we capitalised our railways, public
buildings, and other assets which we had
to show for the muney spent, we should
find that our borrowing possibilities were
by no weans exhausted, and that we had
untold resources beyond those visible
testimonies of material wealth. But was
that uny reason why we should play with
these vesources, and pay inoterest to
foreign money-lenders, when that inter-
est, devoted to the development of the
country, would so materially advance the
welfure of the State? No matter how
mueh money we could borrow, nor how
easily we could borrow it, we must in the
end pay the piper. Some sacrifice of
pleasure and of happiness must be
sustained by every citizen, in order
to provide these easy going Ministers
with a policy. What sort of states-
men were needed to pursue a horrow-
ing policy 7 So long as money-lenders
would trust them, Ministers would drift
along piling wp indebtedness; but the

the neck of the State, interfering with
our prosperity, depriving us directly of
wealth, and producing on our citizens a
still more deleterious effect, inasmuch as
it roused in every thoughtful man a
feeling that he wasunder the thumb of
the plutocrat abroad ; that the material
wealth surrounding the citizen was not
hiz own; that he could feel vo pride in
it; that the railways of which we boasted,
the great water scheme—the monument
of the perseverance and ability of Sir John
Forrest—andallother visible publicassets,
werepawned to the absentee money-lender;
in fact, the whole country was mortgaged.
In this State ahove all others it seemed
to be nothing but bathos. People
luughed at rousing themselves out of the
dailv, sordid routine of dull monotony.
No race bad ever become great that bad
not risen above the morbid conditions of
the hour and experienced lofty sentiments.
‘Was there no need in Australia for an
Australian patriotism?  But how absurd
it was to tulk of it when we knew that
everything was mortgaged —all our lands,
public buildings, and great trade arteries
—to the foreign money lender. This was
a blight on the sense of patriotism and
stopped the geveration of that proud
feeling of patriotism we should have.
Despite our boasted freedom, there was
still the feeling existing that we were
under the control of the wealthy men of
the mother country, that we were as it
were paying in another form a tribute of
taxation without representation, that we
were not free to act on our own autonomy,
and that we were not capable of creating
wealth from our own resources. This
undoubtedly was a blot on our national
progress that could not be got rid of
until we discontinued the constant bor-
rowing which was a curse to the State.
It was necessary for someone to protest
against this policy of drift being pursued.
Those who ought to govern us were
getting inte a lackadaisical condition in
regard to affairs, thinking pot of the
future but of the hour, and trying te get
through their duties with as little dis-
turbance td their pleasures as possible,
delegating duties, which in the past were
performed by Ministers, to irresponsible
bodies and commissioners, and allowing
others to automatically work what was
part of the machinery of Responsible
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Government. Ministers were trying to
evade the duties that had been theirs since
the granting of Respousible Government;
and so, when it devolved on them to
formulate a policy to enable the revenue
and expenditure to balance, or to enable
the revenue to surpass the expeuditure,
we found they evaded the task by resort-
ing to the loan market, a policy of
improvidence to be condemned by all
private citizens. We condemned the policy
of the private citizen going to the pawn-
shop ; and if this was a weakness on the
part of the citizen, why should it be
honourable in the case of a Minister ?
The Ministry ought to be a pattern to the
people. Tt was a disgrace to see a
Ministry publishing such a policy of
recklessness and, without regard to the
revenue, resorting to the loan market,
forgetting they not only pledged us in a
monetary obligation to those who lent
the money, but pledged the public spirit
of the State and robbed ns of that
sense of patriotism so necessary to be
encouraged among the people, thus
degrading our instincts, robbing us of
our national ideal, and making us move
about in a spirit of slavery. There was
a depression which at times members felt
coming on thewmn, an intangible shadow
which they seemed not to be able to lift,
but which pressed on their hearts and
enerved their frames, and which pre-
vented them from undertaking with spirit
and life the duties that waited them ; and
what might bappen to the individual
sometimes happened to the nation. Asa
nation, we were now under that shadow—
the shadow of the loan market.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The Committee were
not discussing the Loan Estimates.

Mr. WALKER: But the Committee
were discussing the utterances of the
Treasurer, who distinctly said that works
constructed out of revenue in the pasi
would have to be contributed to by Loan
Funds. This was an absolute chunge of
poliey, in declining to recognise revenue
as the factor for constructing our works,
and it was o, heingus departure for any
Grovernment to resort to loang to do so.
We should refrain from borrowing,
stop the headlong course to ruin as
speedily as possible, and come back to a
healthy condition when revenue and
expenditure wounld balance. He (Mr.
‘Walker) had no object in talking against
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time, but it was his duty to point out
what he had, and to have gone farther
and discussed the whole of the statements
of the Treasurer. However, he could
not conclude without expressing regret
at the spirit exhibited by the Guvern.
ment in seeking to stifle the right of
members to debate the Estimates. Tt
was & clear stroke, not at members, but
at Parliamentary institutions whose
existence was for the purpose of main-
taining discussion on the finances before
granting supplies,

{215 a.m.]

MOTIQON, TO REPORT PROGRESS.

Mge. HOLMAN moved that progress
be reported.

Tee CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
would need to wait five minutes before
doing so.

Mz, Houmaw: Progress has not been
agked for recently. It waa very unfair,

Tur TreEAasurER: Chair! .

Tre CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was correct. He (the Chairman) had
heen thinking of the call for a quorum.

Motion put, and a division called for.

Mr, HOLMAN : It was very-unfair
to wait until there was a sufficient num-
ber of the members on the Government
side to call for a division. It was one
of the dirtiest points that had been
shown,

Division resulted as fellows :—

Ayes .11
Noes .. 21
Majority against ... 10
Aveg, NoEks.
Mr. Balton Mr, Barnett
Mr. Collier Mr. Brebber
Mr. Daglish Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Holinan Mr. Dinmond
Mr, Horan Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hudson Mr. Ewing
Mre. Lynch Mr. Gregory
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Gull
Mr. Walker Mr. Hicks
My, Ware Mr, Holimnes
Mr. Taylor {Teller). My, Iedell
Mr. Keenan
My, Layman
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Mouger
Mr, N. J. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr, Rason
Mr. Smith
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordou (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN said he was sorry
indeed that he had to protest against the
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action of the Chairman when moving
that progress be reported.

Trne CHAIRMAN said he had apolo-
gised for baving made the mistake, and
he thought the Committee had accepted
the apology.

Me. HOLMAN accepted the apology,
and did so because members always had

to accept the apology of the Chair. There

were members in the Chamber who
refused to attend to their dutles, and
those who spoke had to address 3 or 4
members only. An opportunity had not.
been given to members to voice their
opinions.
ment side had risen to say a word, and
members were being treated in a dis-

graceful manner. Time after time labour |

members had been criticised for their
caucus meetings, but never in the history
of any political party were mewmbers so
bound together as had been shown that
evening, On a former oceasion when a
member wus invited to take the highest
position in the Assembly, the Speaker-
ship, the party in power held a caucus
and selected the member for the post.

Tue PrEmier: Was any member in
order in making slighting allusions to
the Speaker elected by the whole House.

Tae CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was entirely out of order in casting reflec-
tions on any member, let alone the Speaker.

[Me. Dacrisu took the Chair.]

Me. HOLMAN did not reflect on the
Speaker, but on the party holding a
dominating power in the House. He
entered his protest against the manner
in which the Governmeni, had placed the
Estimates of revenue and expenditure
before the country. Members were asked
to dispose of this important question in
a few hours, ulthough it was a matter
that affected the whole State of Western
Australia for 12 months.

Mz. Covuier called attention to the
state of the House.

Tae Cusirmany (Mr. Daglish): The

hon. member not being in his place,

notice could not be taken of the request.
Mg. Lyvxcu called attention to the

state of the House. s
Bells rung and a quorum formed.

DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was a disgrace
that the Legislature should allow a
momentous matter like the Estimates to
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" be dealt with in a few minutes prac-
tically, and members were treated like
“dumb driven cattle ” when raising their
voices in protest against what was being
done. Members should have had a fort-
night's discussion of these Estimates,
Never in the history of politics had an
attempt been made to thrust the Fsti-
mates down the throats of members.
We were asked to deal with nearly four
millions of money in a few minutes, and
threats were made that the general debate
would have to close that night. The
threat was not made in the Chamber, but
in the lobbies, and mwembers were told they
. would have fo stay in the House until
. the question was put. We had to enter
our most emphatic protest against public
business being conducted in such a way.
Members should do their dusy to the
public.  The estimated revenue from
the Commonwenlth was set down at
£1,362,781; from that had to be de-
ducted the expenditure, leaving the net
return from the Commonwealth £932,346.
Then there was the estimate of the State
reveunue, which amounted to £2,702,541,
which with the Commonwealth revenue
" made a totlal of #£3,634,887. The Trea-
. snrer estimated to have a deficit on the
30th June, 1904, antounting to £132,851.
Some time ago when dealing with the
financial problem at Midland Junction
the Treasurer congidered that the affairs
of the State during the previous 12
: months bad Leen carried on in a very
+ longe manner and to the detriment of the
people of the State. What did we find
now ¥ An effort was being made to mis-
lead the people of the State by showing
a boosted up statement, in the general
summary of revenue. The time bad come
for members to enter their most emphatic
' protest against it. The Treasurer ex-
| pected to derive £12,000 from a totalisator
i tax but it would be proved this was en
impossibility.

NO QUORUM.
,  Me. CorLier called attention to the
* state of the House.

Bells rung and quorum formed.

Tue PrEMiEr: It was within his
Honour’s knowledge that there was a
" quornm present within the precincts of
the House.

Mr. Sprager: As long as members
were in the precinets, it was unnecessary
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to continue the quorum in the House
itself.

RESUMED.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Premier esti-
mated to receive £20,000 by a probate
duty, this being some £10,000 more than
was received last year. [THE PREMIER:
We had £9,000 of it already.] Yes, and
in all probability, if the same policy went
on, the hon. gentleman would kill off the
best men in the State and get more than
- he estimated. [Tee Premies had no
desire to do s0.] The hon. gentleman’s
policy would kill anything. Inregard to
probate duty, we had, he thought, an
over-estimate of £5,000 or £6,000; and
as to £9,000 having been received for the
first half year, we must look back and
see what had been received in former
years. He did not think the Estimates
in regard to these three items alone would
be met by some £30,000, and this with
the £132,000 would bring the deficit up
to some £160,000. Inall probability, the
same loose manner of bringing down the
estimates of revenue which the Premier
expected to receive during the next 12
months would be found, if we were to go
through every itemn in this general sum-
mary of the estimates of revenue. Tast
year a considerable amount of work was
done out of revenue, but it was the inten-
tion of the present Government to do
that work out of loan money. Tast year
we spent £90,000 out of revenue in doing
necessary work ; and almost the whole of
that awmount was spent amongst the
workers. But we found that it was thein-
tention of the Government either not to do
this necessary work at all, or else to do it
out of loan. There was a considerable
amount of diffculty and hardship en-
countered by the unemployed in this
State, and if certain works were carried
out and done as they should be, work
would be found for some 600 or 700 men,
which would increase the prosperity of
the State. The Government were doing
nothing at all to cope with that difficulty.
The financiul question was of vital im-
portance in Western Australia at the
present time, and we must recognise that
during the next three or four years great
financial Jifficultics would have to be
faced in Western Australia ; and it would
take the combined wisdom of members
to encounter and overcome those diffi-
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culties. When the present Premier was
leader of the Opposition, he was very
strong on some matters, and one would
have thought that when he had the
opportunity, with sueh a large majority
as that behind him, he would have
brought forward some gquestions and
have endeavoured to carry out what he
professed to think, when in Opposition,
the only thing to be done. During the
discussion of the Estimates last year the
hon. gentleman made the following re-
marks (read extract from Hansard, 22nd
November, p. 1336). Such were the
criticisms of the present Premier on
the Tabour Government, who at that
time were only a few months in
power. Why did be not now give the
same opportunity as he took then ¥

Tue Premer: His then proposals
were now being given effect to.

Mr. HOLMAN: But the Premier had
been in power some four or five montbs,
and bad nothing to show.

Tee CHAIRMAN (Mr. Daglish):
Mewbers must not argue across the
Chamber.

Mg. HOLMAN: The Premier said he
had a Bill dealing with Government
trading concerns. No such Bill was on
his (Mr. Helwan’s) file; and if a Bill
had been introduced, there would not be
time to give it mneedful consideration.
During the past week, much more work
could have been done. Members were
forced to sit in the Chamber for four
days a week, save during a few hours in
the morning. - Why must they put in an
appearance, as they did the other day, to
hear a few inane remarks from the
Minister for Mines, who was left in
charge of the House, when the affairs
of the State were disregarded to allow a
few Cabinet Ministers to fatten on the
good things brought out from England
on HM.8. “Powerful”? Again and
again the Government sympathisers and
the Press had stated that the Tabour
Government would not only prevent
capital from entering the country,
but would by every other means bring
about ruin and devastation. Iu a
debate on last year's Estimates, the
Premier, then lender of the Opposition,
made the following remarks :—[Extract
read from Hanserd, 220d November,
1904, pages 1338.90.] At that time the
hon. member criticised the Labour Gov-
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ernment because stocks had fallen slightly
during the four months they bad been in
power; but after the Labour Government
were in power for some eight or nine
montbs, Wust Australian stocks bad
risen- higher than those of the Eastern
States ; had risen from £84 to £89, which
was the price of our 3 per cent. stocks
last June. Our 3% per cent. stocks had
risen from £95 to £08 in last May, when
the Labour Government had been in
power for some 10 months.

Tue Premier: Did the hon. member
quote that as the price?

Mg. HOLMAN: Ob, the 10th August
the price of onr 33 per cents. was from
£95 to £97.

Tre Premier: The hon. member had
said £98

Mz. HOLMAN : In June of this year
the same stock was quoted at from £98
to £99.

[3am]

Me. HOLMAN: In ten months the
31 per cent. stocks bad risen from £95
to £98, and the 3 per cent, stocks from
£84 to £89; so that the financiers in
Great Britain showed more c¢onfidence in
the Labour Government than in the
present Government, hecause West Aus-
tralian stocks were now considerably
lower. On the 9th instant the 3 per cent.
stocks were £86 and the #f per cent.
stocks were £97.

Tue Treasurer advised the hon.
member to leave stocks alone.

Me. HOLMAN : While the Labour
Government were in power, the Russo-
Japanese war was in progress, but now
peace was practically fixed for ten years,
vet our stocks had fallen away. He did
oot pretend to know anything about
stocks, and merely used the present
Treasurer’s argument in regard to them.
Our stocks had fallen away ; but whether
it was due to the feeling at home that
there might be some more secret pur-
chases of land, such as took place some
years ago, be did pot know. When the
Estimates were last before Parliament,
members of the present Government, but
then in Opposition, had complained that
some inquiry was not held regarding the
purchase of land for the new Fremanile
Railway Station; vet no inguiry was
instituted since those yentlemen had
become members of the present Adminis-
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tration. Perhaps £20,000 had been paid
awyy for land more thun it was actually
worth, The Treasurer, as the then
Minister for Works, had been responsible
for the purchase of that land.

Tue TrEssurer asked the hon, mem.
ber to withdraw, the hon. member being
aware that he (the-Treasurer) was not
the person who made that arrangement.

Mg. HOLMAN : The hon. gentleman
having beeo Minister for Works at the
time, the land was purchased under his
authority.

Tue TREASURER:
kind.

Tue AcTing CHairman: The bon,
member must accept the Treasurer's
denial.

Mr. HOLMAN accepted the denial,
but the member for Guildford had been
the Minister, and the work was carried
out by officers of the Public Works
Depurtment. He had seen the papers in
connection with the watler. There was
something of a scandal in it. In August,
1903, two blocks at Fremantle had been
offered to the Government for £6,000
and later, they had been purchased for
£8,000. In the meantime two members
of Parlinment had purchased the blocks
and re-sold them to the Government. A
statemeni had been wade during last
Parliament by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) that in this regard infor-
mation bad leaked out. At any rate, some
members of the present Cabinet had been
in power at the time. The Treasurer
talked of the great opportunities we
would give to the foreign investor by
altering our mining laws; but while the
present Government remained in power
the foreign investor would be chary of
investing money in this couniry. More
money was invested in Western Australia
by outside people in the twelve months
while the Labour Government were in
power than in any two or three years
previouslv Had the Labour Government
still been in power there would be a much
better state of affairs in the country.
There seemed to be a desire to close the
session before members could ascertain
something regarding Collie coal. He
eagerly awaited the time when the infor-
mation promised in this regard would be
available, so that we could deal with the
question this session. As Minister, he
(Mr. Holman) had dealt with the Collie

Nothing of the
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coal question. The James Government

had left to the Labour Government the

task of accepting coal tenders. The Collie .

Proprietary and Collie Cardiff companies
alone had put in prices, at 12s. 9d. per
ton for coal at a certain calorific value
and at 1ls. 6d. per ton for any quality.
These prices the Labour Government had
refused to pay, but to encourage the in-
dustry they had decided to give 11s. per
ton on a tentative supply, no contract
being wmade. Two 0f the representatives
of the companies interested who were
now in this Chamber, had interviewed
him (Mr. Holman) in his office and in-
formed him that they conld not sell the
coal below a certain price. A gentleman
pamed Mr. Frank Wilson had interviewed
bim.
PERSONAL ALLUSION.

Tae Active CHatrmaw: If the hon.
member was alluding to any member of
the House, he should allude to him by
the district vepresented by the hon.
member.

Mr. Hormavw claimed to bealluding to
the attorney for the company.

TrE MivisTer rorR Mines: The hon.
member was alluding to & member of the
House.

TrE Acting CHAIRMAN: A member
of the House must be alluded to by the
district he represented.

Mr. Horman claimed to be speaking,
ot of the member of Sussex, but of a
gentleman named Mr. Frank Wilson, the
attorney for this coal company,

True Acring Cmareman: The hon.
wember should deal with the member for
Sussex.

Mrg. Hovman said he would deal with
the member for Sussex later on.

Tre Activg CHarkRMAN: The hon.
member must obey the ruling of the
Chair. A member of Parliament must
only be spoken of by his electoral dis-
trict. The question as to whether a
person was spoken of in his capacity asa
business man was Immaterial. He
remained a member of Parliament when
spoken of in the House.

RESUMED.

Me. HOLMAN accepted the ruling of
the Chair, but he was speaking of the
attorney for the Collie Proprietary Com-
pany, the member for Sussex. At that

Al N{gkt Sitting.

member for Collie, who was deeply
interested in the Collie Cardiff mine,
attended at his office and stuted thatit was
impussible to supply coal under 11s. 6d.
per ton. Inquiries were made, angd it was
found that these two gentleen had put
their heads together to subtit one price:
they endeavoured to get a monopoly for
the supply of coal to the Government, for
everyone knew that the Government rail-
ways kept the Collic mines going. The
matter was dealt with by the Labour
Government, and a decision come to that
a certain price was to be given for the
coul pending the report by Dr. Jack.
During the time Dr. Jack was making his
inquiry the Government were not 1dle;
they inguired into the coal question
themselves. Other ecompanies sprung
into existence, und the Government were
of opinion that the coal should be supplied
to the Government at a much less price.
These new companies made an offer to
supply the coal af a esser price than was
paid to the Collie-Cardiff and Proprietary
Companies. These offers were accepted,
and the coal was supplied by the Co-
operative Company at 10s. 6d. per ton.
Another company sprang into existence
and offered to supply coal at 9s. a ton.
That offer was also accepted. It was
slated that the company supplying coal ut
9s. a ton was doing so at a loss, so to test
that question he (Mr. Holman) issued
instructions that the amount of coal
taken from that company should be
doubled, and had that company been
turning oub the coal at a loss they would
not have doubled their loss, When they
bhad an opportunity of doubling their
order they took the opportunity and sup-
plied the coal at 9s. a ton. That showed
there was something radically wrong. The
Co-operabive company was selling coal
to the Glovernment at 10s. a ton, and the
other company at 9s. a ton. That saved
the Govermment of the State some
thousands of pounds. After iunquiries
were made tenders were received by the
Government and practically accepted ;
but the present Governigent refused to
accept those tenders. He did not know
whether it was because the member for
Sussex was interested in the industry.
Tue Minister ForR MINES: The hon.
tmentber should not impute anything.
Mr. HOLMAN said he did not know

time the member for Sussex with the ; what influence the member for Sussex
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had on the Cabinet, but the arrangement
which was practically come to by the
Labour Government was upset, and it
was found that royalties were waived and
comessions given to companies. That
was a disgrace. These concessions should
not be made to private individuals to
foster an industry. He would at any
time favour the yranting of concessions
to forward the coal industry; but he
protested against the Government put-
ting money into pockets of private indi-
viduals. Questions were asked in the
House relative to the coal question a
short time ago, and it was stated that
the matter was to be fixed up at some
date. The matter had not been fixed up
yet; and as soon as the House went into
recess, and when thera could be no
criticism, no doubt the matter would be
fixed up. If concessions were to be made
at all, they should be grauted to those
who were engaged in the industry; but
assistance should mot be given to put
money into the pockets of a few boodlers.

Tre MivisTer For MiNes: Whe
was the hon. member referring to as
boodlers ?

Me. HOLMAN : Those to whom the
Minister bud previously referred. He
remembered the day when the Minister
for Mines referred to one of his own col-
leagues as a boodler and swindler.

Tue MiwvisTer FoR Mines: The
hon. member wus making a statement
which was oot correct.

Mr. HOLMAN accepted the denial,
but he could bring u thousand witnesses
to bear out the statement he had made.

Tae CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must uccept the statement without reserve.

Mz, HOLMAN accepted the denial :

[14 Decrynek, 1905.]

without any reserve, but he was sorry :

that some members condemned others and
then subsequently sat side by side with
them in the same Cabinet.

NO QUORUM,

Mgr. CoLLIER called attention to the
state of the House.

Tue MinisTER POR COMMERCE AND
Larour: Members were in the viginity
of the Chamber.

Tue CHAIRMAN (Mr. Daglish): In
regard to this matter, the Speaker gave
a ruling over an hour ago, and it was not
for bim asChairman to express any opinion
whatever on the question. Attention had
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been called to the absence of a quorum,
and the Speaker, who had sole power in
the matter, gave a ruling and specified
the time. Seeing that over an hour had
elapsed since attentivn was previously
called to the state of the House, it was
necessary to refer the matter to the Speaker
again.

[Bells rung.]

Tueg DEPUTY SPEAKER: There

was a quorum present.

RESUMED.
Mer. HOLMAN: It was a disgrace for

any Grovernment to grant a concession to
anindustry without protecting thecountry.
At present the coal industry at Collie
gave work to hundreds of men, and no
doubt supported over a thousand people.
Tt was an imdustry worthy of encourage-
ment. When he (Mr. Holman) was
Minister he did his utinest to encourage
the industry, but he considered it a dis-
grace for any Govermment to put money
into the pockets of private individuals ; 1t
was a short-sighted attewpt to bolster
up an industry without giving adequate
protection to those who were living by
that industry. Some little time ago
a contract was almost completed by
the TLabour Government in connec-
tion with the supply of Collie coal
The coal industry was worthy of every
encouragement, but bhe wished inguiry
made as to why the Governmeni were
giving 1s. a ton more for the coal than
the companies had offered to sell it for.
We were also told that the Government
would not make any provision with
regard to people engaged in the industry,
(Me. EwiNg: They looked after that
themselves.] The Government looked
after the privaie individoals by giving
them this extra 1s., but he pitied the poor
unfortunate men. He knew that during
the lust twelve months these men had
had a hard row to hoe, and rather than
see people in a state of semi-starvation,
as he knew some people down there had
been in, he would prefer to see the
industry closed down for ever. An
amount egualling about 100,000s. a year
was paid to these private individuals asa
sop or something. [Mr. Ewmne: No
sop; a fair deal] In some cases the
bonus paid was 1s. 6d. a ton. In regard
to the construction of a railway—he
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thought it was the Collie-Carduff railway
—that work was not wanted at all,
because at that time there was ample conl
at Collie to supply the whole of the
necessities of this Stute. Owing to the
construction of that line, we were called
upon to keep four collieries open at Collie,
and pay away money in that direction.

STATE OF THE HOUBE.

Me. Corrier called attention to the
state of the House.

Tae Cmaieman: On the ruling of
Mr, Speaker I cannot take any notice of
the call so scon after the last call.

Me. Borron: Did Mr. Speaker give
a ruling, or say a quorum was present ?

Tue Minister For Works: The
hon. member is not in bis place.

Mxr. Borron: Then I will get back.

Mr. Corrier: I want your grounds
for the ruling.

Tae CHarrman: I have given wy
ruling in uccordance with the decision of
the bon. the Speaker. Tf the House
desires to object to my ruling, there is a
proper course to take under the Standing
Orders. That is, to put an objection in
writing and place it before his Honour.

Me. Borron: Will you state the time
when attention can be again called ?

Tae CrAtRMAN: Noj; I will not.

RESUMED.

Mg. HOLM AN : Why were we asked to
give a bonus to four collieries at Collie
when one company could supply the whole
of the coal needed? It was estimated thut
there would be a deficit of something
like £130,000 or £140,000; but he was
satisfied it would be nearer £200,000
than £130,000. The time had come
when we should step giving concessions
to colliery owners at Collie, und keeping
four sets of officers down there who were
doing nothing for the woney they
received, and nothing for the men in
that industry. We should consider the
absolule necessity and advisability of
owning the coal industries. 'Then we
could protect the finances of this State
and supply coal to our railways at 7s.
per ton, the saving as compared with the
present cost being something like £10,000
a year, and ot the same time we could
pay ahigher rate of wages. [Mr. Ewina:
Why did not the hon. member move in
that direction when in power?] He did
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not expect the hon, member to agree with
him.  He remembered when the hon.
member told him in his office that coal
could not be supplied vnder 1ls. 6d. a
ton. At that time two members of this
House, one of whom was not then a
member, tried to use their: business
capacity to take from this State money
by unfair means, but they found that
men of business in the State were
not going to allow boodlers to take
the State down. The Labour Govern-
ment were the means of saving £10,000
a year on coal alone in connection
with the Collie coal question, and thatl
£10,000 would have gone into pockets of
the colliery owners, who would have
squeezed all they could out of the
workers and in a great many cases have
treated’ them in a very unfair manner.
It was desirable to encourage the industry
so far as we could, but we should be very
careful to safeguard the finances of the
State and not pay too dearly for it. If
we found the companies could not pay a
fair rate of wages, it would be only a
proper thing to pay 2d. or 3d. a ton above
the cownpany’s tender if provision were
made that the money should go to the
men engaged in that industry. That
money would then be going back into
the people’s hands and wnot into the
pockets of boodlers. [TeE Mivister
For Works: How much profit per ton
would the bon. member give the com-
panies ] If they were business wen
they would not offer that coal at a price
which would mean a loss. He would
not object to another 2d. or 3d. per ton
being paid, so as to secure fair wages.
But Le strongly objected to paying from
£5,000 to £7,000 in the shape of a bonus
of 1s. 3d. or 1s. 6d. per ten. He
objected to this matter being held over
till the Government reached recess, when
there might be transactions like that of
the secret purchase at Rocky Bay and the
purchase of land in Phillimore-street,
Fremantle. Those secret purchases were
a disgrace to any Government. The
Estimates showed a proposed expenditure
of £1,500 on fire brigades  Of this the
Perth hoard would receive £800 or £900,
leaving only £500 or £600 for the up-
keep of 27 or 28 country brigades. It
was & disgrace to the Government to
force the brigades to go begging frotn
door to door.  The Government, 1mstead
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of closing the session at once, perhaps to ' over £200,000 before the end of the
carry out some transaction which would | year, ¢lse many necessary works would

not bear the light of day, ought to sit. for |

some months, so as to put our fire
brigades on a financial basis.
ernment paid £5,000 to £7,000 a year
for the benefit of men engaged in coal-
miniog, but allowed fire insurance com-
panies to escape without paying a penny
towards the upkeep of the brigades, It
would be disgraceful to go into recess
without passing an amending Fire
Brigades Bill, forcing the insurance com-
panies to pay a fair contribution towards
upkeep. For the Government to con-
tribute to this while letting the insurance
companies go free, was equivalent to
giving the latter a bonus; but in a Gov-
ernment composed of the gentlemen
opposite we could hardly expeet much
else. The Premier promised spur lines
for agricnltural districts. These lines
would but increase our loan expenditure
abd annuval interest bill; and some of
them would not pay axle-grease. While
favouring the encouragement of agri-
cultural districts, he protested against
sach expenditnre while other places
of greater importance were neglected.
What of the construction of the
Black Range line, and the extension
of the Naunine line to Meekatharra ?
Those works would employ hundreds of
men. Why was nothing done to con-
struct the railway in the North-West ?
Like many other projects, that had been
dropped by the Govermment, whose only
desire was to throw sops to their con.
stituents. The Minister for Commerce
was selecting the route with a view to his
own constituency.

Tae MinisTeER For ComMmerceE: The
route was being fixed up now,

[Mg. [LLiNawWoRTH took the Chair.]
{42m.]

Mr. HOLMAN hoped it would not be
tixed up like the Collie coal, in order to
secure political support. Instead of pay-
ing thousands per amnum to private
persons for coal, betler spend that money
in constructing one or two light spur lines,
rather than build these out of borrowed
mobey, seeing that we were already pay-
ing £800,000 annually in interest and
sinking fund. The Estimates showed an
expected deficiency of over £130,000,
and that deficit would be increased to

The Gov- |

not be carried out.  And we were still
farther to increase the burden on the
peeple by building unpayable spur lines!
The ouly proposal for an iocrease of
revenue was a tax on totalisators. The
Treasurer estimated to receive £12,000
a year from this source; bul as six
months of the financial year bad already
elapsed, how could a return be expected
this year ? Tostead of that Bill—a
re-hash of the policy of the late Govern-
meut —the Goverament should tax the
unimproved value of land, and impose an
income tax, thus squaring the finunces.
The totalisator tax was u Jegacy from the
Daglish Government. The Premier's
only desire seemed to be to show a
good result on puper, and then go into
recess, and so be free from criticism.
In connection with public works and
railways, the expense of administratibn
was increased, Jess money was to be spent
in works, and works previously con-
structed from revenue were o be con-
structed from loan meoneys, an uowise
pelicy. On the item of wages alone
there was a decrease of £45,000. Con-
cerning the rabbit-proof fence, he knew
that there were rabbits on both sides of
the fence, and knew men who had cap-
tured eighl or nine inside the fence
beyond Nannine. Had the policy of the
Labour Government, to push forward the
construction of the fence with the greatest
speed, been pursued by the previous Gov-
ernments, the danger of a rabbit invasion
an the settled districts would not be so
imminent. A quarter of a million had
been spent on these fences, and they
would yet cost another £100,000; also
the cost of their upkeep must come from
revenue. To provide that money we must
retrench or introduce farther taxation,
for which there was ample room. Re-
garding mining, we should give the
industry every possible encouragement,
even if it necessitated our incurring a
greater deficit. What assistance was
given by the present Government to pros-
pectors 7 At Wiluna nearly 50 per cent.
of the gold went into the sands and
slimes, but the James Government had
refused to erect a cyanide plant. A pri-
vate individual had made an arrangement
with the Mines Department to be allowed
to erect a cyanide plant there, bui there
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had been dissatisfaction, and the late
Minister for Mines (Mr. Johnson) had
permitted the prospectors to treat their
own slimes. The present Governwment
on coming into office had refused that
assistance, and so bad discomaged the
prospectorsat Wiluna. Notwithstanding
all the protests of the Government as to
the assistance they were going to give to
prospectors, we found that in almost
every case the back country was sacrificed
to the interests of one or two districts.
Out of sixteen public batteries, eight or
nine were situated in the electorate of the
present Minister for Mines.

Mr. Scappan: More; nearly 75 per
cent.

Mr. HOLMAN: This was & scandal.
He had been refused the butteries for the
Murchison district, and though hundreds
and thouaands were put on the Estimates
to beautify Perth and Busselton, he
could not get money for roads to open
up the Murchison Goldfield. It wasa
crying shame that grants were made for
roads in the Busselton district, while the
Government refused to wmake roads to
assist prospeetors in the back conatry to
enabde them to gel cheaper food. The
Premier had said that he intended to
build schools where necessary. At Mee-
kathara, one of the richest mining dis-
triets, und where all the shows except one
were owned by prospectors und small
leaseholders a school was required. Ap-
plication had been made time after time
for a school but the Government had
refused the request. The prospectors
built a hall and gave the Government
the use of it for a school and a teacher
was supplied. It was now found that
the hall was too small, but no grant was
on the Estimates to build a school at
Meckathara, while schools were being
built in the district represented by the
Minister for Works. Was this the old
policy of spoils sto the victors, was ita
cuse of sop? At the present time people
in the back blocks had to keep two
homes, fora man could not take his wife
and children into the back country where
there was no educational facilities, If
more facilities were granted by the con-
struction of roads and buildings and
schools in the back places that would do
more to encourge the mining industry
than the erection of a few batteries in
the electorate of the Minister for Mines.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Every encouragement seemed to be given
to prospectors in the Minister’s electorate.
There was a2 camel depit in Menszies,
and thousands of pounds were spent for
the upkeep of that depét, but when camels
were desired by people in other parts of
the country they could not get them.
The boast of the Premier that the Gov-
ernment would assist the prospectors was
not genuine. ‘The prospectors all over
the State should be assisted and pot
those in one or two electorates. He had
made requests for grants for roads in his
district but  had been refused. The
promises of the Government were not
kept. Somne vears agoe some thousands
of tons of sande were taken from the
prospectors and the present Minister for
Mines used the returns from those sands
to bolster up the battery system. The
policy adopted by the last Minister for
Mines in allowing leaseholders to {reat
their own slimes had been departed from
by the present Minister. There was an
amalgamated prospectors and lease-
holders association in Western Australia,
and when the present Minister for Mines
was speaking at one of their meetings he
dealt with this question and said that a
certain amount of money was set apart
for assistance to prospectors, but that
the amount was not sufficient Tt would
be far better to increase the grant and
spread it over the State and not spend
money in one or two favoured electorates.
The assistance which had been given to
prospectors by the Government in the
past had been of importance to the State.
In connection with the Cue Oue mine
assistance had been vrendered to the
amount of £1,000, and this had enabled
the owners of that mine to strike a veef
which might prove a great benefit 1o the
mining industry. If more assistance was
required by the Cue One mine it should
be granted. The money which had been
advanced would be returned. If more
assistance were given to the prospectors
in the Murchison district, the country
would be developed and employment
would be found for thousands of men.
He (Mr. Holman) had asked for crush-
ing facilities and roads in his electorate,
but the applications bhad been refused.
The gold turned out from the north
Murchison district amounted to thousands
of ounces a year, but the people could not
get any facilities in the shape of schools,
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hospitals, or roads. He would be nn.
worthy to represenl these people if he
did not enter his protest against the way
tn which the money was being spent.
The hospital ut Naonine had to serve
the surrounding districts for miles, and
they asked for £200 to build guarters
80 that the nurses would not have to sleep
in the dormer rooms, but that request
was refused. [Tage PreEMIER: By
whom?] By the present Government.
[Tue PrEmigr: That was wrong.] He
had made a request as soon as the present
Government had come into power. [THE
Premier: Why did not the hon. member
mzke it before ¥] The request was made
by him when it was required. During
the time he was Minister for TLabour he
never granted any facilities to the people
in his district unti) he had granted
facilities to people in every other district ;
but things were now changed. People
in the back parts of the country could
not get a,uytI];ing, whereas others could
get grants for gardens, parks, ete.
Assistance was asked in regard to hos-
pitals, but they could not get its They
also asked for school facilities which, if
not refused, were nol granted. They
also asked for roads., They asked that
prospectors out back should be allowed
to ireat their own slimes, so that they
might get money to open up their own
properties, and that was refused. Another
matter haviug reference to the expendi-
ture of money was the case of See
Wah & Co. He found that £15 costs
had been paid to the representatives of
Bee Wah & Co.

POINT OF ORDER.

Tre Caatkuan: I do oot see what
this has to do with the estimates.

Me. Horman: It is a question of
paying £15.

Tue Treasurer: Oan a point of
order, I must protest. Tt seems to me
that the hon. member is constantly
repeating himself, and I submit with all
respect that his object obviously is to
block progress, and I ask you, sir, to
take the matter into consideration.

Tue Caaremax: Jay says:—

A member who resorts to persistent irrelevance

may, under Standing Order No. 24, be directad i
by the Speaker or the Chairman to discontinune !
his speech, after the attention of the House °

has been called o the conduct of the member ;
and akin to irrelevancy is the frequent repeti-
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argnmenis of the member speaking, or the

arguments of other members, an offence whie_h
' may be met by the power given to the Chair
under Standing Order No. 24.
I hope the hon. member will refrain from
repeating himeelf in his arguments.

Me. Hormwax: We were dealing with
prospectors.

Tae Coarratax: That subject has
been discussed threc or four times by the
hon. member to-night.

RESUMED.

Mgr. HOLMAN said he would go on
to a subject which perhaps occupied
second position in regard to importance
to the people in this State—that of agri-
culture. Next in importance came either
the timber industry or the squatting in-
dustry, and he would deal with them in
their turn. In the Estimates a great
amount of money was set down for the
assistance of those engaged in agricul-
tural pursuits, and he agreed with that.
At the same time, before that money was
spent we should see that our, finances
were in a better position than al present.
He had always agreed to give every pos-
sible facility to the agriculturists in the
back country to allow them to makea
market and get their produce to market.
We muost be very pleased to know the
progress that had been made; but on
the Estimates appeared a great deal
more nmoney than was necessary for ex-
penditure on roads in agricultural dis-
tricts. Instead of money being spent
on roads that perhaps were never used
once m 12 months, it would be far
better to spend it in opening up the
country. He thoroughly approved of
the establishment of agricultural farms
run by the State, and also of the expendi-
ture of money for the establishment of
an experimental dairy. In relation to
lands and surveys, a considerable sum
was spent every yvear for survey. The
selector did not pay any of these fees,
and, so far as he could learn, every area
of land taken up was taken up at a great
loss. [THE MiNI1STER FoR LawDs: Let
the hon. member read the Bill.] One
was afraid that if the Premier had his
way, this session would pass without the
necessary provisions being made for
: safeguarding the expenditure of money
" in that direction. The measure was
one to which he would give his support.

| tion of the same arguments, whether of the
i
|
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But we spent thousands on immigration,
and put the immigrants on uncleared
lands, and made them pay survey fues.
They should pay survey fees, but the
payments should be extended over a
number of years. Tinmigrants should be
pot on land we had cleared and fenced,
else the little money they brought with
them would soon be exhausted, and they
would join the ranks of the unemployed.
The experimental dairy ought to receive
every encouragement; and he would
support the expenditure of a few thou-
sands for the purpose of retaining in the
country much money now sent abroad
for dairy produce. Before the Estimates
passed, we should have an opportunity of
perusing the reports on the experimental
farms.

POINT OF QRIER.

Tue TrEasvrer: If only for the pur-
pose of recording my protest, I again
draw attention to the fact that the hon,
member is manifestly wasting time. He
is constantly repeating himself, and intro-
ducing “rrelevant matter that has no
connection at all with the Estimates under
discussion. I ask you, sir, to tell the
bon. member what should be his duty.

Tae Craieman (Mr. Illingworth): I
have already called the hon. member's
attention to a ruling in May. I should
be very surry to have to enforce it; but
I shall be compelled to do so if he does
not keep more closely to the subject.

Me. Horman: T was dealing with
experimental farms.

Tre Cuatrman: The question before
the Committee i3 the item, ** His Excel-
leney the Governor.”

Mz, Horman: I maintain I am fol-
lowing the course which you, sir, have
followed in times past when speaking
generally on the Estimates. Tatitude
was given then for general speeches on
the various departments; and if speakers
were 1ot in order then, the fact that
attention was not called to their being
out of order has perbaps led me on this
occasion to transgress the rules of the
House. If so, T am sorry; but if am
pot allowed to compare departmental
reports on matters affecting the present
estimated deficit——

Tee Treasurer: The time you have
wasted would have been sufficient.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. Hormaw: I cannot keep any
nearer to the point; and if I an stopped,
I shall be stopped while endeavouring to
do wy duty to the people of the country,
If I confine myself to the item, ““His
Excellency the Governor,” I will ask your
ruling, sir, as to whether that will pre-
vent a general discussion on the whole of
the Estimates, which discussion has
always been allowed in preceding Parlia-
ments.

TrE CHarrmaN: I have no desire
whatever, and I havenot attempted, to in-
terfere with the rights of members to dis-
cuss the whole of the Estimates. But there
must be some limitation to those rights ;
and I am certain that if Sir James Lee
Steere were in this Chair the hon. member
would not be allowed three hours to dis-
cuss the subject as he has discussed
it. Iithink he has had sufficient time;
although if he has anything fresh to say,
I shall not prevent him.

RESUMED.

Mr. HOLMAN: We were threatened
with a deficit of £132,000, and the means
preposed for reducing that deficit were
futile. In fact the Treasurer had not
shown how the deficit should be reduced ;
and members wished to koow before the
sesgion closed. There wmust be either
fresh taxation or retrenchment. Public
works were stopped ; and money was not
being expended wmongst the workers, who
were the backbone of the country. If
they were forced to remain idle, business
people mtust suffer and were suffering.
What would the Government do to
prevent that suffering? Ministers sat
m  silence, endeavouring to force the
Estimates through the Commitiee in
a few hoars, though in years past weeks
had been given for their consideration.
What an outcry was raised because
the Labour Government had not spent
enough on publicworks | Had the present
Government shown a better example?
Thousands of pounds less were being
spent this year than were spent last year;
yet we were faced with a greater deficit,
Were proposed works to be constructed
out of lean, or to he stopped altogether ?
That he intended to learn before the
House went into recess.

Tae CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
had not given the Minister time to reply
to him.



Annual Estimates :

Mr. HOLMAN would be pleased to sit
down if any Minister would promise to
give the information requested. Much
bad been heard of our great gold pro-
duction. Every year millions were sent
out of the country in dividends. Solong
as mining companies reaped large profits,
and were allowed to spend those profits
in purchasing properties in other coun-
tries, as some companies did, it was not
clear whether they paid the dividend tax ;
and if they did not, they ought to.
Tnstead of having those millions seat to
foreign countries, better let the properties
be held by people domiciled in Western
Australia; for if the money were kept in
the country, other industries would be
started, other mines would be opened up ;
and instead of a deficit of £132,000, we
should have surpluses year after year,
thus attracting population. Was it
to be the policy of the Govern-
ment regarding immigration to tax the
people here in order to bring out immi-
grants who would take away work from
those already bere? He regretied that
the opportunity had not been given to go
more fully into these Estimates. It hud
not been his desire to take up the time
of the House. He was wmerely anxious
to gain the fullest knowledge on the
finances of the State.

[6a.m.]

MOTION TO REPORP PROGRESS.,
Me. BOLTON moved that pmgress be
reported.
Motion put and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes .o 12
Noes . e 20
Majority against. ... 10
ATRS. Noes.
Mr. Bolton Mz. Barnett
Mr, Collier Mr. Brebber
Mr. Daglish Mr, Brown
Mr. Holman Mr. Dinmond
Mr, Horan Mr. Eddy
Mr. Lynch Mr. Ewiog
Mr. Scaddan Mr, Grefory
Mr. Troy Mr, Gul
Mr. Walker Mr. Hicks
Mr. Ware Mr. Holmes
Mr. A. J. Wilson Mr. Isdell
Mr. Taylor (Teller). Mr. Layman
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Male
Mr, Monger
Mr, g J. Moore
H i
. Mr Bason

I Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
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Question stated by the CrarrMaN,

Mz. Lynce claimed that he had risen to
speak before the question was put.

Tae CHAIRMAN said he bad not

noticed the hon. member. The hon.
member could proceed.

Tae TrEAsURER understood the Chair-
man had given a ruling, and that the
question had been put.

Me. A. J. WiLsox:
should not gag.

Tax CHAIRMAN regretted he had
not noticed that the member for Mt.
Leonora had risen to his feet. The hon.
member could proceed.

The Treasarer

© RESYUMED.

Mr. P. J. LYNCH (Mt. Leonora)
regretted that the Government shonld
use their forces with such little concern
for the feelings of the minority. It was
a matter of more than passing concern
that the Government should only allow
two days to digest such important Bgures.
The Government had found it of infi-
nitely greater concern to partake of a
ship’s hospitality than to give a favour to
the minority in the House by affording
ample time to consider the Estimates.
The action of the Opposition was not
tempered with obstinacy, nor with any
desire to thwart the Government; but
one result of the debate was that mem-
bers were enabled to secure a partial
acquaintance with the Estimates. He
(Mr. Lynch) was gaining enlightenment
as the debate proceeded ; because, being
a member of u select committee, he had
not bad the opportunity of studying the
Estimates during the adjournments of
the House. He was inclived to draw the
line at working 12 or 14 hours a day for
£3 17s. 6d. a week. Ministers could
have postponed the Estimates, because
there was ample business on the Notice
Paper to have occupied the attention of
menibers; but they chose a course which
did not give the minority the slightest
modicum of consideration. One rea-
gon for the prolonging of the debate
was the unnecessary and brutul ezercise
of force on the part of the Government.
He could only call to mind a few of the
rather important points in the Premier’s
Budget speech that called for special
mention. First of all special emphasis
was laid on the deficit. The Premier
took special care te remind the country
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that the deficit instead of bLeing £465,000
was £130,000. The credit was brought
forward in the shape of the £83,000 and
the year’s operations wound up with a
debit of £46,000. It was simply a
matter of addition and one found what
the deficit wag. The Premier had thought
necessary to magnify that deficit to a
consideruble extent. It was very neces.
sary to compare the attitode of the
Premier when in power and when in
opposition without responsibility. One
fonnd how the Premier tempered his
language and made use of terms which
were in direct opposition to one another.
When the Premier was addressing him.
self to the subject of the financial pro-

posals of the last Administration on the’

oceasion of the censure motion, he pointed
out that it was an unhappy thing for any
Treasurer to forecast a deficit. He would
read to the House what the Premier said
on that oceasion.

POINT OF ORDER.

Tur CHATRMAN : The hon. member
conld not read that; the quotation had
already been read two or three times und
according to May he could not allow it to
be read again.

Tar Treasurer: On the point of
order, and to put it on record, he
appealed to the Chairman that it was
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the Chamber. We had the Premier's
opinion that the vear's operations would
wind up with a deficit, and there was no
assurance that that deficit would dis-
appear except by the kindly intervention
of the fates. The Premier had not kept
faith with his previous political profes-
siong that a Treasurer should make both
ends meet. The time was not so far dis-
tant, it was fresh in the minds of every
member, when the Premier found it
necessary in order to court political
favour to record his unqualified belief in

t measures of tazation that would certainly

surely trme if the records of the House :
were to be maintained and if the credit .

of the House was to be maintained in
anything like the way it had been in
the past, that this sorry farce should he
brought to an end scon. Members on
the Opposition side of the House had
repeatedly

Me. Scappaw : What was the point of
order¥

TeE TreEastREr: There was an
apparent and most deliberate waste of
time. The matter which was being in.
troduced was wholly irrelevant to the
subject under discussion. Members one
after another repeated the arguments
that had been used by previous speakers.

Tue CHAlRMaN again vead the quota-
tion from 3May bearing on the point. As
the passage had been read three or four

obliterate the deficit of £130,000. If the
Premier and the Ministry bad the- man-
liness and the necessary financial ability
as well as the confidence and support of
those responsible for their existence, he
would have brought forward some scheme
and some taxation which would have got
rid of the deficit at once.  One felt that
when the time came 12 months hence,
this forecast of a deficit would not
only be a reality but would be added to.
Knowing that many of his supporters
were in favour of measures which would
extinguish this deficit, and relying on the
loyal support of the House, why did not
the Premier bring forward measures which
would obliterate the deficit at once? In-
stead of making the national balance-
sheet square, we were thrust on the
old expedient of relying on the money-
lender in the distance. According to the

¢ Premfier’s speech the old expedient would

be resorted to. He {Mr. Lynch) was not
an anti-borrower by any wmeans, he
believed in a judicions system of borrow-
ing, one that would enable the State
while meeting the ordinary. outlay and
carrying on the functions of government
to goin for such a liberal instalment of
borrowed money each season as not to
load the inhabitants of the country to

* such an extent as they had been loaded

in some of the other States. He entered

. his protest against the method of finance

times, he ruled that it could not be read .

again.
Mer. LYNCH boweil to the ruling of
the Chair; at the same time he had nnt

heard what had been said by othersin

that prompted a farther resort to this
method which had been the means of
working such disastrous results in the
Eastern States.

Tae Mivisrer ror Works: Would
the member stop all borrowing ?

Mr. LYNCH had already eclearly
expressed himself on the point. The
State should be run to a great extent on
the lines of a family, and 4 family should
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start off in life not encumbered with
debts, but armed with every weapon
necessary to battle through life. Whilst
the financial policy of the Labour Govern-
ment was not commendable, it was the
only ove available. The T'remier had
had to climb down from the high posi-
tion he had taken up, and had to resort
to the same device as was vesorted to by
the Labour Government. When on the
Opposition side of the House, the hon.
gentleman’s thunder of criticiem was
enough to shake the Chamber to its
foundations. The Premier's followers
were as silent as Kgyptian mummies on

this question, and they were obliged to |

do what had bLeen previously protested
against. It might be noticed that whilst
the deficit during the last 12 months was
£130,000,-the deficit of the Government
of which the present Premier was a pro-
minent partner in the previous vear was
10 less than £148,000, this being an in-
crease of £18,000. There was also to he
added to that £148,000, £47,000 as the
price of some land secretly purchased for
railway extension in the neighbourbood
of Cottesloe and Fremantle. These
amounts brought the deficit for that par-
ticular year 1903-4 up to £195,000. The
(Grovernment to which the hon. gentleman
belonged was respoasible for o deticit 50
per cent. higher than that of the Labour
Government, which had £37,0001ess in the
shape of Commonwealth receipts than had
the Government to which the hon. gentle-
man belonged. Turning to the Estimates
for the present year, we found notable
reductions made in two most important
brunches of the service. The Minister
for Mines was obliged to cut down his
estimate of expenditure as compared with
last year by some £13,778, and the
Works Department had suffered in a
much greater proporticn. It was most
regrettable that in one branch in relation
to mining, water supply, the vote had
been reduced by some £15000. Tn
regard to the battery system, there was
one mining constituency that bad oo less
than nine State batteries situated within
its bounduries. [Mr. Borron: What
constitnency was that ?] Menzies. When
there were not more than 27 or 28 in the
State it became a matter for the closest
scrutiny and examination how one-third
of the crushing power was situated in
one electorate, [Tue MiNisTER FOR
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Worgs: They were all doing very well,
were they not *] That he did not know.
He bad come across some batteries which
were as silent as the tomb. There were
15 or 16 mining districts, and if they had
all been treated on the same basis and
been regarded as equally eligible sites as
that of Menzies, instead of there being
27 or 28 batleries there would have been
something like 140 or 150. He believed
the Minister for Mines had given reason-
able consideration to every application
put to him; but whether or nnt he had
chosen to place himself in the position of
a judge in his own application to himself
in a way that did pot reflect credit on
bim, he was not prepared to say. He
thaught one principle of British justice
was that no man was a fair and reason-
able judge of bis own case. The practice
in the past had been to give a lump sum
to the Minister, and allow him to have
an abseclutely free hand, and that was a
system which ought to underge review.
He cast no reflection on the Minister;
but if he were in the Minister’s position,
ke would consider that a certain suspicion
had fallen on him bhecause so many
public batteries had been started in his
electorate, while adjoining electorates
were neglected.

Trare TreasurER : That was a nice way
of putting it.

Mr. LYNCH : If the Treasurer asked
for an inquiry, he (Mr. Lynch) would be
glad to second the motion; but he was
confident that the Mimister (Hon. H.
Gregory) had given earnest aftention to
the subject of public batteries and had
justly decided between centre and centre.
Nevertheless, considering the number of
batteries in the Minister’s electorate as
compared with the bumber in other
electorates, one failed to see why the
Treagurer should object to the matter
being mentioned. In common justice to

_the Minister for Mines, it ought to be

mentioned. The time was not far distant
when a radical alteration would be made
in the method of distributing crushing
plants. During the last (welve months,
the Labour Government, thougl they
were given no credit for it by anti-
Labour candidates, showed practical sym-
pathy with mining by exceeding the public
batteries vote by some £18,000. For
that excess no apology need be offered ;
for public batteries were ome of the
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prime agencies in keeping at work many
shows which would otherwise close up.
To these the public batteries had given
new life. The present Government pro-
posed to spend only the sum set down in
last year’s Estimates, £30,000. Whether
more would be spent remained to be
seen; and if only that sum were spent,
Ministers wounld redeem some of their
shaded characters. It was much to the
creditof the Labour Government that they
were responsible for the record mining
vote from consolidated revenue to
encourage the industry. But there
was this difference between their methods
and those of the present Government.
The Tabour Ministry applied cash to
developing the industry, whereas the
present and other Ministries relied upon
talking cheap platitudes at social func.
tions. He believed in cash rather than
platitudes. Our wheat production had
almost overtaken the local consumption,
and we were about to become wheat-
exporters. Farming representatives must
recognise the need for more liberal sup-
port to the mining industry that was
providing a large and increasing market
for wheat—a -much more profitable
market than that of London, and free
from the risks inseparable from an export
trade. The total estimate of expenditure
for the Works Department fell short of
last year's total by £77,000. The Premier
had from the house-tops denounced the
Labour Government for cutting down
the Works vote. Where was his con-
sistency ? He should apologise for lis
inconsistency in the past, and should
prowmise to be nore consistent in the
future. Some regarded the Works
Department expenditure as a sort of
barometer of industrial progress, argning,
especially on the Government benches,
that when the Government were not
spending freely on public works and
Governmeunt trading concerns, private
capitalists buttoned up their pockets.
He (Mr. Lynch) would never enuntenance
relying for Works expenditure on the
foreign money-lender to supplement the
expenditure from revenne, or in substi.
tution for expenditure from revenue,
which source of expenditure ought to be
exploited.

Tae TREASURER: What source ?

Mr. LYNCH answered by reminding
the Premier of his solemn promise to a

[ASSEMBLY.]
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body of workers on the coast, when he
was trying to make himself popalar.

Tre TrEASURER: We had heard that
six times.

Mr LYNCH: Certainly it touched a
raw spot. For obvious rveasons, the
amount on last year’s Estimates for rail-
way construction was not large, being
obly some £7,000; yet the present Gov-
ernment, who boasted of their success in
building railways out of revenue, were
not able even lo emulate the Labour
Ministry, but put only £71 on the
schedule. Tt must be a remarkable rail-
way that could be constructed for £71.
As to new works, particularly roads, it
was discouraging to wnotice that only
£L17,089 was set down for new works,
a shrinkage of £7,000 compared with
the estimate for last yewr. Next
to encouraging the mining industry
there was hardly any work deservmg
more liberal encouragement than the
construction of new works but the vote
this year was reduced by £7,000. Prob-
ably loan money would be used to
supplement it. The Treasurer had
during the last Parliament condemned
the Labour Government for increasmg
the percentage of salaries, Dot that
charge had been fully replied to by the
then Premier (Mr. Daglish), who  had
shown a considerable reduction in the
percentage due to the efforts of the
Labour Government.

[6 a.m.]

Toe MinisTER FOR WORKS: The
percentage would be still smaller this

ear.

Mr. LYNCH : Yes; due to the action
of the Labour Government and to the
close serutiny and reorganisation of Mr.
Johnson when Minister for Works. We
had heard a great deal about the rabbit-
proof fenece Dbeing constructed by the
Labour Government out of loan moneys,
but seeing the desperate position of the
finances at the time that Government
had had no other means of pushing on
the work. It was to their credit that
such a satisfactory report had been given
concerning the efficacy of the fence by the
officer visiting us from South Australia.
The State would have saved £70,000, the
cost of the second fence, had the James
Government pushed on the work of con-
structing the fence asrapidlyasit had heen
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forwarded by the Labour Guvernment.
In connection with the unwillingness of
the present Government toinstitute a tax
on unimproved land values, also an
income tax, it might not be out of place
to give un instance of perpetuating the
present system of taxation. There was a
block of lund in this eity purchased five
years ago for £5,000 and sold five or six
months ugo for £12,000. The purchaser
of that block in the first instance told
him (Mr. Lynch) the story. The pur-
chaser was a member of Parliament on
whose word he had reason to place
reliance. That simple transaction showed
that a speculator hought a city block of
“land for £5,000 five years ago and within
the short space of five years had made
£7,000 clear. He had made 30 per cent.
on his bargain. The object he bad was
to show that the present form of taxation
only bore heavily on those who contri-
buted in the greater degree under the
Custonis revenue than on any others of
the population. Take the person who
passed this block of land and went far
imland and bought a farm or engaged in
the timber-cutting industry or started a
boot factory or any form of industry.
That person established round him a
whole army of employees. There was a
centre of population that was solely sup-
ported by the person who spent £5,000
in establishing an industry., These per-
sons were all taxed through the Customs,
while the speculator who bought a block
of land escaped scot free and made his 30
per cent. perannum. Where did common
justice come in? Auny continuation of
the present unscientific method of taxa-
tion was unjust. Members on the Minis-
terial henches were pledged to a land and
income tax, and it would be found that a
majority of the mermbers in the Chamber
were in favour of the principle of placing
the burden on the person wha speculated
his mouney in land and relieved the person
who invested his money in an industry.

[14 DecexsEer, 1905.]
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simple when he did not believe in the
alienation of land ?

Me. LYNCH said he was not so far
gone upon fidelity to a principle to
abstain from taking up a farm to-morrow

, because he could not get a leasehold. It

It was a public persecution to perpetuate

the present system of tazation. It was
nothing short of injustice to the workers

in the interior and other persons in the -

interior, especially those who speculated
their money in industries where the
risk was very great and the profit so
little.

Tae MivisTer For Mines: Why did

the member buy land and get the fee |

wus not inconsistent with the principle to
take up a bloek of land. In the past the
private ownership of land had led to
scenes of desperation and misery that
were apparent in the large centres of
the Eastern States, and fur more acute
in the vld world lands. The proposal of
the Labour party was that the lands of
the State should not be farther alienated.
It was quite true the alternative pro-
posal might be workable ; it was possible
that rent might serve the same pur.
pose; biit from experience in the old
world centres there was no objection
to the leasehold system of occupa-
tion. Families lived for generations
in the old country as tenants at will.
He promised at the outset to frechen the
mind of the Premier as to his belief at
another time in taxation and land values,
The hon. gentleman was written to when
geeking the suffrages of the Guildford
electors. There was a time probably in
the hon. gentleman’s career when it was
rather dark and threatening, and he was
anxious presumably to ingratiate himself
as cheaply as possible in accordance, of
course, with political consistency, with
the Guildford electors; and when he was
asked by the Coastal Trades and Labour
Council whether he would favour two
most promivent planks of the TLabour
platform he replied in the following strain:

POINT OF ORDER.

Tue MinisTErR For Mises: I wish to
ask if this is anything in connection with
the debate? I believe it is an exiract or
something read by the leader of the
Opposition last year, und not any speech
by the Premier. I would like you to say
whether it is in order.

Tue Cratrman: Leannot tell until the
inember reads it.

Mr. Lyncr: I submit that it is con-
nected with the subject under debate.

Tue Ceairmax: The subject is “ His
Esxcellency the Governor.”

Mg. Lynca: We are addressing our-
selves to the eriticisms of the Financial
Statement, and in that statement the
Premier took upon himself to make



532 Annual Estimales :

pointed reference to his bearing towards | is distinetly out of order.

the land tax and income tax. In order

[ASSEMBLY.)

to show what a sinuous career he has

run in the past, and to draw his
attention to his opinions only a few
short years ago on the same subject
as showing how he has thought fit to
change, and at the same time showing
that there is just as much warrant for

his returning to the belief he had in -

those years, I wish to read the extract.
It is for the purpose of hoping to remind
him of what he believed formerly, and
that he may again be impressed with

that form of belief in relation to which ,
this country.

he was so loud and unqualified in the
expression of his view. The quotation is
as follows:—

Tue MinisTer For Miwgs: This isan
extract from a speech by another person.

Me. Lynce: The Chamber has not

heard it yet, and I should have been
half through it and finished with it by
this time. (Commenced to read extract.)

Tae TrEasvRER: Again I ask your
ruling as to whether this guestion is in
any way relevant to the matter under
discussion?. I have already protested

three or four times, and if only for
the purpose of having my protest re- .

corded, I protest against the waste of
time that is being indulged in by mem-
bers opposite.

Me. Borrox : 8o you say it again.

Ture TrEASURER: So I say it again,

Tue Cuaalrman: The hon.
cah only debate matters in connection
with the Budget.

Mgr. Lyvcu: With perfect deference
to your ruling, what I was about to quote
is simply the opinion of the hon. member

member

- Or not.

opposite at another stage in his political ;
' justified in reading it.

career, and if he is afraid of hearing
what he formerly professed —

Tae Treasurer: I am ashamed of
nothing except you. .

Mz. Lyner: My hon. friend need not
worry about me; I can look after myself
always. If the hon.member was ashamed
of lis former political life, he ought to

-know his own position better than I do,
and mewmbers can assess his worth. -

Tae CHarrMan: 1 am giving all the
liberty that it is possible to give in

accordance with the Standing Orders and .

the ordinary rules. But the hon. member
must see that he must in some way con-
nect the quotation with the Budget, orhe

All Night Sitting.

I have not
heard the quotation yet, but the hon.
member must not read a quotation which
is not connected with the Budget.

Me. Lynca : The subject is one which
I feel is inseparable from the discussion.
I feel that you would be perfectly satisfied
to let me proceed were it not for this con.-
tinued interruption. The reply was from
the Premier.

Tree MinNister For MINEs: I desire to
know what the hon. member is quoting.

Tae TreEasURER: Whose speech is it P
M=. Lryca: That of the Premier of

Ter Treasurer: If that be so, I ask
the date of the speech and who made it.

Me. Lynca: It is a letter written by
the Premier, which clearly reveals the
frame of mind he was in then on the
question of taxation.

TaE CHAIRMAN:
letter

Mg. Lyscu: It is not a private letter.

Tae Ceateman: If it is private it
cannot be read,

Mz. Lynor: It is a public letter on
taxation.

THE TREASURER: Whose speech is it
you are reading ¥

Mgr. Lynca: It is a letter from the
secretary of the Trades and TLabour
Council, Perth, dated the 24th April
[Again commenced to read letter.]

Tae MiNisTer FOR MinEs; I riseto a
point of order. I think we are quite
justified in insisting that the hon. mem-
ber might inform the House whether he
is quoting a speech made by the Premier
If he is not guoting a speech
made by the Premier, he certainly is not

If it is a private

Mz. Lywcu: I am quoting from what
15 included in a speech by the Minister
for Lands during last session, Mr. Bath.

Tee Minister ror Mives: Now we
are getting a little of the trath.

Mr. Lynca: It was given before this
Chamber in connection with another
subject of discussion, and I subwmit it
was in perfect order.  As I have stated,
it reveals the frame of mind the Premier
was in a few years ago.

Tee Craieman; The quotation is
from a gpecch by Mr. Bath ?

Me. Lynca: Quite so. It isa quota-
tion used by Mr. Bath in his speech. It
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was as follows.
read the extract.)

Tue Craieman: The hon. member ]
must not use that quotation. It is not
cotnected with this debate, and it is not
a quotation from the Premier,

Mz. Horax: Surely the hon. member
is right in quoting a distinet statemeut
made by sowe authorily which Mr, Bath
quoted in his speech.

TaE Craieman : The whole discussion
is irrelevant ut the present moment, and
T am not going to allow it to go farther
by adwmitting still more irrelevant quota-
tions.

(Again commenced to !

1

RESUMED.

M=z. LYNCH: Inhisreply to the Trades
and Labour Council the hon. gentleman
expressed himself as being favonrable to
a land tax, an incomne tax, reform of the
Upper House, and other things. He ought
pnever to have turned his back upon his
former belief in a land tax and income
tax. He (Mr. Lynch) knew that in
referring to this matter he was touching
upon a particularly raw subject. One
never liked to be told of the sinuous
paths he took. He could describe the
snake track of the hon. member in
politics. [Twe MiNisTER Por MINes:
The hon. member should not complain. ]
He feared not, and certainly did not fear
the hon. gentleman.

Tue TreasvreEr: This had nothing to
do with the Budget.

Tae CHATRMAN : A member mustnot
address anether by name.

Mr. LYNCH bowed to the Chairman’s
ruling, but repudiated interference on
the part of the hon. member and his
claim to dictate to him or advise him.
The Premier perpetuated this unscientific
form of taxation, though a nomber of
Government supporters aud certain
Ministers favoured the land and income
tax, notwithstanding that they were
bound by cauncus. It would be much
toore honourable for ministerialists to
abandon their pretence of freedom from
caucus rule. The Minister for Mines
(Hon. H. Gregory) dared not face a
Menzies audience and declare himself
opposed to & land and income tax; but
the Minister for Works (Hon. Frank
Wilson) proclaimed himself diametrically
opposed to this form of taxation.

{14 Decennir, 1905.]
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Tae Mimviarer ror Works: When ?
Quote the statement.

Mr. LYNCH: At Busselton. The
Minister's opinion was on record. If the
will of the people could be given effect
to, they would hurl the Government oot
of office on this question of taxation
alone; and were it not for the exigencies
of party, a system of taxation would be
adopted which would do justice to
employer and worker alike, which would
bring under cultivation many large areas
now idle, and raise much-needed revenue
for aiding the gold-mining, timber, And
pastoral industries, connecting centres
of population by rail, and providing
water. Yet the Mines estimafe of expen-
diture showed an actual reduction of
£15,000 on last year's total. The pros-
perity of the State rested on mining
alone. If we dried up the source of
prosperity, would not the prospector suffer
as. well as the speculator? A reduoe-
tion of £15,000 was not large; but it
compared unfavourably with the actual
expenditure and the estimated expendi-
ture of the Labour Government, who had
established a record for expenditure from -
consolidated revenue,

Tae TreasURER : The present Gtovern.-
ment had £10,000 more on the Mines
Estimates than the Labour Government
expended.

Mz. LYNCH had stated the reduction
as £15,000, but he should have said
£13,000.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
bon. member said there was a swaller
estimated expenditure this year ihan last
year. The total Mines estimate for last
year was £257,887, and the amount esti-
mated this year was £267,529—£10,000
more.

Mg. LYNCH: The Minister was com-
paring the estimated with the actual
expenditure. That was a rather unfair
comparison. If the Minister would
guarantee to spend the estimated amount,
his comparison might be justified. A
scientific form of taxation was absolutely
essential, owing to the decline in the
revenue received from the Common-
wealth. We should bave to rely on our
own resources. The best authority on
the present feeling in the Federal Par-
linment, was Mr. McLean, the Minister
for the Interior in the late Reid Adminis-
tration. - The possible abolition of the
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Braddon clause would involve a per capita
distribution of revenue. Mr. McLean,
urging on the State Premiers the wisdom
of handing over the State debts to the
Federal Government, thus furnishing an
argument for the extension of the book-
keeping period, said that the Federal
Government had power to take over the
State debts and charge interest to the
States; but the fear was that if the
Commonwealth allowed the States to
retain their debts, then on the determi-
nation of the Braddon clanse the Com-
moftwealth would spend much money
now handed back to the States—noney
which should be bypothecated to pay
interest on State loans: that if the Com-
monwealth Parliament were saddled with
the debts of the Btates, Parliament would
reduce the amounts handed back to the
States, otherwise the Federal Government
would institute old age pensions, peany
postage, or provide for the nucleus of
an Australian navy. In Mr. McLeau's
opinion the Braddon clause would be
abrogated; the bovk-keeping period wonld
come to a close at the end of ten years,
and there would be then a per capita
distribution of Commonwealth revenue,
which would reduce the £8,000 or £9,000
which our Treasurer estimated to receive
from the Commonwealth. Then, whether
we liked it or not, we should be obliged
to impose scientific taxution, Dearing
lightly on those who could pay it, and not
at all on those who could not. This wonld
encourage both workers and speculators.
He hoped Western Australia would adopt
a form of taxation that would send it on
the right road of prosperity, instead of
continuing on the present system of loan
borrowing ; and he wished to see a con-
dition of affairs whereby a mau who
worked counld live happily, and by which
it could be made particularly irksome for
those who shirked work.

Mr. Borton moved that progress be
reported.

[7 am.]

MOTION TO REPORT PROGRESS.

Motion put and u division taken with.

the following result:

Ayes .o 11
Noaes ... 18

Majority against ... 7

[ASSEMBLY.)
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AYES. NoEs.
Mr, Bath Mr. Burnett
Mr. Bolton Alr. Brebber
Mr, Collier Mr. Brown
Mr. Holman Mr. Diamond
Mr. Lynch Mr. Eddy
My, Scaddan Mr, Ewing
Mr, Tro Mr. Gull
My Wn ke.r Mr. Hicks
Mr. W Mr. Lichnes
My, A, J Wilson Mr, Isdell
Mr. Taylor (Tellar). My, Layman
Mr. Male
Mr, Mitchell
AMr. N. J. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr. Rason
Mr. Frank Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Toeller).

Motion thus negatived.

RESUMED,

M=z. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) vegret-
ted having to speak on such an important
question at 7 o’clock in the morning. It
wag 1 the interests of the country to
have an Oppozition watchful over a
Ministry that brought down Estimates
and forced them through the House.
The Opposition had been prepared to
compromise with the Premier by adjourn-
ing the debate on the HEstimates until
Friday.

Tae Treasurer: The hon. member
was aware that he was wrong. He (the
Treasurer) had offered to take the debate
on Friday.

Mz. SCADDAN said that he had not
been present in the House when there
was any offer made to postpoue the
Estimates until Friday, or his memeory
must be very shallow.

Tue TREASURER (iu explanation):
It was just as well for the sake of history
that we should have the truth in this
matter if we could.

Mr. Hormaw: Was the Treasurer in
order in making an explanation while
another member was speaking?

TrE CHAIRMAN : The Treasurer wasin
order.

Tre TREASURER: An offer to accept
Friday as a compromise had been made
to the Leader of the Opposition and
rejected.

Mr. SCADDAN was pleased the Pre.
mier had made this history, though it was
the first he had heard of it. He had heard
the member for Katanning (Hon. F. H.
Piesse) mention Friday, but he lnew
full well that the Government had
refused to postpone the Estimates until
Friday.

THE TREASURER:
absolutely wrong.

The member was
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Mgr. SCADDAN : The fact remained
that he was absolutely right. We had
now been discussing the Bstimates four-
teen hours, showing that the Government
were not prepared to accept Friday. As
a member of a select commmittee he had
not had time to spare to deal with the
Estimates. Last year it was thought
desirable by the then Premier (Mr.
Daglish) that the House should go into
recess at Christmas, but he had not com-
pelled members to consider Estimates on
the day after they werebrought down,

THE TREASURER: Yes; the Loan
Estimates,

Me. SCADDAN : A week hud elapsed
last year between the bringing down of
tie Estimates and the speech of the
then TLeader of the Qpposition, but the
Treasurer now declined to allow members
an opportunity of cousidering the figures
before speaking on them. He (Mr.
Scaddan) wus satisfied that when the
Estimates became known on the gold-
fields there would be another cry for
separation. He could net find any items
where the goldfields had Leen well treated.

--The Treasurer had told bis supporters in
caucus that if they would permit the
Government to go into recess before
Christmas he would meet the House in
June with fresh Estimates. He (Mr.
Scaddan) had learned this from a sup-
porter of the Government.

Tur TrEASURER : [6 was wrong.

Mz. SCADDAN asked for the Trea-
surer’s denial.

Tre TreEasurer: Il was absolutely
untrue.

Mz. SCADDAN claimed that he had
the statement from a Government sup-
porter who was in his best senses and
who wus not in any way intoxicated.

TaE TREASURER: Name ?

Me. SCADDAN was not in a position
to give the pame TLast session the
Treasurer had carefully refrained from
giving a name in certain circumstances.
He (Mr. Scaddan) was satisfied there
:lva.s some truth in the statement made to

in.

Tee TreEasurek said an unqualified
denial had already been given. The
statement was ubsolutely untrue. He
asked the hon. member not to repeat it.

Ter CHAIRMAN: The hon. mem-
ber must accept the statement of the
Treasurer.

(14 Deckmier, 1905.]
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Mr. SCADDAN accepted the denial.
During the general election and just
prior, the Premier was very loud in his
wail about the finances of the State. He
had looked casually through the Esti-
mates and found that the Premier was
getting away from his word, judging by
the increases in some of the departments.
Although the Premier took strong excep-
tion last year to the expenditure Tor the
upkeep of the Houses of Parliament, this
year it was found the same expenditure
was going on and some officers who were
said to be of no use were still engaged,
and at the same salaries. The Treasurer
might have carried out his desire in that
connection and cuf down the expenses.
Then be would have shown the genuine-
ness of his statement. that we required
economical administration. There was
the matter of literary and scientific
grants. Too much money could not be
spent in that direction, if we had any to
spare, but he (Mr. Scaddan) entered his
stong protest against the centralisation
of the expenditure. This money was
being expended to a great extent in and
around Perth, and the expenditure was
greater than the State could bear. Too
much money was being expended on
parks and gardens and other items in
and around Perth in compavison with
the population. There had been increases
in that department tn the amount of
£2,250. He (Mr. Scaddan) would not
complain so much if that expenditure
were distribuled thoughout the State.
When one remembered that the Trea-
surer intended to obtain more money
which would bear heavily on the gold-
fields, the goldfields should have some of
this expenditure. The member for Kal.
goorlie said that the vote for the upkeep
of the Observatory was excessive. He
(Mr. Scaddan) did pot think the Obser-
vatory was of much use to the State
but it was of great utility to some of the
observatories in Germany and other
places. The Zoological Gardens came in
for special favour this year. They were
to receive their usual vote of £3,000 and
£3500 for the erection of a snake-house.
If the trustees required to build a snake-
house in the Zoological Gardens could
they not have done so out of their ordi-
nary revenue or out of the ordinary grant
received from the Government? The
report from this institution was not be-
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fore the House; when discussing the
Estimates members should have the
report. At the present time we knew
that the Zoological Gardens received con-
siderable revenue from entrance fees at
the gates, and the time had arrived when
the Zoological Gardens should attempt
to do something towards their own up-
keep. The very next item on the Bsti-
mates contained another increase. These
inereages were really all in administra-
tion. There were not many increases to
public servants, there might be one or
two to favoured individuals, but the in-
crease was more often for additional staff.
He took this opportunity of entering his
strong protest against the manner in
which the Premier attempted to force the
Estimates through the House. The
Colonial Seeretary’s Department and the
Department for Education coutained in-
creases this year over previous years.
There was not such a large increase in
the Education Department as in the
Colonial Secretary’s Department about
which there had been time after time
complaints as to administration. With
all the talk about economical administra-
tion, this very department, against which
complaints were made as to its expensive
eharacter, had increases on the Estimates.
The increases were not very large itews
generally but when ther were mounting
up year by year it was understood
how the country could not muke both
ends meet. The matter he desived
mostly to touch upon was in reference to
the mining industry. He regretted that
the mining portion of the Estimates and
the Public Works Department were eon-
siderably cut down this year, while other
departments seemed to receive general
increases. He could not understand why
this was so. The wining indastry we
were told required close attentiou and
considerable assistance, and we were
told by others  that such was the
case. The time had arrived when
the Government should take this
matter in hand and show that we were
determined to give the country a thorough
prospecting, The time had not arrived
when we should close down farther pros-
pecting. Tt was said that State batteries
were of assistance to prospectors. They
were, Dbut these batteries were only
erected after a field had been proved |
There was no assistance given in finding |
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a new field. What we required in Wes-
tern Australia at the present time was men
who would go cut into the back country
to prospect, and we could not expect
them to do that unless the Government
assisted them, The Government loaned
eamels sometimes and he supposed the
Government thought their responsibilities
ended there. We heard frow My, Hoover
that three or four years would show a
considerable difference i our mining
industry. He would like to join issue
with Mr. Hoover for he (Mr. Scaddan)
was not of that opinion. The outlook
in Kalgoorlie was better than ever it was.
The fact remained that greater profit was
being derived from the mining industry
to-day than ever previously. The Gov-
ernment knew this because they had
made provision for an increase of the
dividend tax for next year. The Min-.
ister for Mines would bave to carry out
the sanie proposals that he wus anxious
and desiroills the previous Minister should
proceed with. A slatement was made
by the present Minister for Mines at
the Prospectors’ Conference held in Cool-
gardie which was the strongest indict-
ment agninst the officers of that depart.
ment that he had listened to. 'The
Minister was very severe in his criticism
of his department, especially the State
battery svetem. The present Minister
had been in office some wonths and if he
wag anxious that the State batteries
should be put right, why did he not
proceed with the work? Why did not
the Minister appoint the commission
which he suggested should be appointed ?
Tf it was necessary at that time it was
necessary now. The whole work in con-
nection with the battery system of the State
should receive exhaustive inquiry. He was
not prepared to go as far as the Minister
and say that the battery departinent was
badly administered. That might be so.
If it- was so, the present Minister was
responsible for the bad adininistration,
because he took the State batteries in
hand in their infancy. He made most of
the appointments and had more control
of the State batteries than any Minister
beforear since. When speaking tothepros-
pectors, the Minister evidently thought he
might get some assistance at eleetion
time, and he said that the battery
system was bad. This was just a
few months after leaving office. Was
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that the attitude which should be
adopted by a Minister of the Crown?
It would be better for the Minister to
show when he was in office that he had
those views, and was prepared to act
upon them, and when he knew there was
something wrong to take the earliest
opportunity of putting it right. There
sbould be an inquiry into the whole of
the State battery system. He believed
that State batteries had been of con-
siderable assistance to prospectors, and
more particularly to corporate societies
and local owners of mines who worked
their own shows. We used to find
syndicates and corporate societies taking
the earliest opportunity of disposing of
their properties to anybody who came
along. To-day our best mines were held
by shareholders and others in London,
and instead of the whole of the benefit
resulting from the special facilities
given—-cheaper water supply, better rail-
way communication and all that sort of
thing -— being derived by the State a
great portion of it was going to the
capitalist in London. We had already
reaped a great harvest frow our goldfields,
but the unfortunate part of it was that
there was very little to show for it.
Whilst the Government said they were
desirous of doing everything to assist the
wining industry, we waunted them to do
something to assist local companies which
derived some benefit from their shows,
and hoped to hold on to them. Such a
district as the Boorara district, not many
miles from Kalgoorlie, required all the
assistance that could be given to it. In
regard to the purchase and treatment of
copper ore the vote for lust year was
£74,650 and the actual expenditure
£89,746, and 1o relation to mines water
supply there was a decrease of £15,780.

True MinisTer For Mines: The Cue
Water Scheme made up for that.

Mg. SCADDAN did not know that it
did anything of the kind.

Tue MiNisTEr For MiNEs: Yes; they
borrowed the money from the Savings
Bank.

Mg, SCADDAN: Anpother point to
which he wished to draw attention was
the fact that there was an increase of
expenditure in relation to the offices in
Perth, to the detriment to a great extent
of the goldfields. Hedid not understand
why it was so, The mining industry
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undoubtedly was not in Perth, and why
should there be se many of these offices
centralisud in Perth doing a lot of un-
necessary work ?  There was so much
doing and doing over again in these
departments that it was just about time
the pruning knife was put in.

Tue Mivister ror Miwes: If the
hon. member looked at his (the Minister’s)
report he would see that these people
were appointed when he (Mr. Gregory)
was oot in office.

Mr. SCADDAN believed the present
Minister could find he was as much to
blame probably as anv previous Miunister
with regard to piling up expenditure in
the head office at Perth. In regard to
the machinery department, we had few
inspectors of wachinery, and of course
we conld not have inspectors without a
chief inspector. If we had two or three
offices or clerks we always had a chief
clerk or chief inspector. In regard to a
return which was supplied, be found the
following note:—‘No record of the
number of inspections wade by the Chief
Inspector of Machinery has been kept.”
He did not wish to single out the chief
inspector of machinery wore than any
other person, but when a man was
appointed inspector let him carry out
the duty. To his mind there was
not sufficient work in the machinerv
department for a man to sit there
holding the title of chief inspector
and drawitg a nice fat salary. The
chief inspector’s offices were better fitted
than those of the Minister. Tt was
more difficult to interview the chief
inspector than to interview the Minister;
and that remuark applied to many other
officers whe, until they had seer the
Minister, were reluctant to give informa-
tion to hon. members. In America,
according to Foster TFraser's book
Awmerica at Work, there was no diffi-
culty in having an interview with any
public officer. You walked into his
office, obtained your information, and
Here, a visitor had to announce
himself to subordinates, and wait perhaps
a half an bour, until the officer in ques-
tion was disengaged. Possibly the delay
was to give the impression that the
officer bad much to do. The chief
ingpeetor of machinery was also chaiviman
of examiners for engine-drivers’ certifi-
cates. Why should the two positions
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he combined ? The inspectors of machi-
nery, who would be betier employed at
therr legitimate work, sat in the country
districts as boards of examiners, watcling
candidates write answers {0 questions set
by the chief inspector and his bourd in
Perth. This would be unobjectionable if
there were no complaints against work
done by the inspectors; but hardly a day
passed without Press complaints of the
administration of the machinery branch
of the Mines Department—complaints
from workers and from owners of boilers
and engines. The Estimafes did not
indicate any reform. Probably the excuse
wonld bethat something would be done in
recess; but all knew that during recess
Ministers would take a holiday, running
round the country making promises,
which in most cases would not be kept,
or receiving and staving off deputations.
Though there were eight iuspectors of
mines, it was not found necessary to
have a chief inspector of mines. Surely
this must have been an oversight, else
why the chief inspector of machinery ?
Possibly the State Mining Engineer per-
formed the functions of chief inspector;
but those inspectors could get on well
without a chief, and the inspectors of
machinery would follow suit. It was
difficult to get a conviction in a prosecu-
tion of an employer for an offence against
the Mines Act. He (Mr. Scaddan) did
not know one instance of an employee
being brought befora the court without
being fined, generally in a nominal sum;
but it was very difficult to convict an
employer. In the first session of the last
Parliament, a short Mines Regulation
Amendment Act was passed. It was
found that the inspector had no power to
compel 2 mine manager to carry out the
inspector’s instructions for the safety of
the mine. That Act made this obli-
gatory; or the manager might enter a
protest, and have the matter settled by
arbitration. But one inspector issued
instructions, which were disobeyed, a
workman was injured, and a case brought
against the owner, who bad absolutely
ignored the instructions; yet the magis-
trate was not prepared to convict the
owner. The montbly journal of the
Chamber of Mines reported the case to
the effect that the inspector of mines had
prosecuted the manager of the Great
Boulder Proprietary for permitting a
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stope at the 1,900ft. level to be carried to
a height of 18ft., in consequence of which
a man suffered injury from the full of a
stone at the back of the stope. The
Magistrate szid he understood the
inspector gave orders that the stope was
not to be higher than 14ft.; and that
though carrying it to 18ft. might be
disobedience, it did not prove negligence.
Such was the report of the case; but the
Committee must remember that the in-
spector did not prosecute the manager
for negligence, but for disobedience.
The magistrate said the evidence showed
that every reasonable precaution had
been taken to avoid accidemts. Costs
were allowed the defendant.

THE TREASURER: What had this te do
with the Estimates ¥

Mr. SCADDAN: The Estimates
provided eight inspectors of mines, and he
was discussing their duties.

At 8 o'clock a.m. the Cratrman left
the Chair.
At 9-30, Chair resumed.

Mg. SCADDAN rose to resume his
remarks, :

NO QUORUM—COUNT-0UT.

Me. Baru called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and the SPEarEg took the
Chair.

At 9-35, a quorum not being present,
the SPEAKER adjourned the House until
2-30 o’clock afternoon.



